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Compsothlypis americana. 
Phillips Academy, Andover, Mass. 


1898, Near "Foster's Pond" in the southern part of the town 


June 17%. is a samll swamp where the Parula Warblers are abundant. I 


found one nest (4 eggs) June 10, constructed of the usual 


moss which grows abundantly there, 
Extract from letter of Howard I.Ford. 


Dwi-h+. “ummer Birds of 
“vrinve wdward island, 


Compsothlypis americana. ParuLtA WARBLER.— Infrequently observed 
and generally in the upper branches of hard-wood forest. 


Auk X, Jan, 1898. pis 


we & 
KKM, (206, p74 


I also failed to find Compsothlypis americana usnee and Melos- 
piza lincolni, both recorded at Cape Breton by Mr. Wm. Brewster * 
«n his ‘Notes on the Birds observed during a Summer Cruise in the 
Gulf of St. Lawrence.’ 


1 Proc. Boston Soc. Nat. Hist., Vol. XXII, 1883, p. 364. 


ce 
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54. Compsothlypis americana usnee. ParuLta WaARBLER.— Three 
recorded, two August 5 and one August 11. 


Bugs 0 Sorte Giuata, 


Gy Joma WV. Fb nny. 


L 
Beale Tannd (suds, 
Acts x 
ip AY fam: (107.7, & 3, 
244. Compsothlypis americana usnee. NorTHERN ParuLa WAR- 


BLER.— Abundant migrant May 5 to 29, and September 2 to 29; latest 
spring record June 3, 1897; latest fall record October 14, 1906. 


Birds of Dead River Region, Me. F. H.C. 


19. Parula americana, (Blue Yellow-backed 
Warbler). This species was commonly observed 
in both spring and summer, being more conspicu- 
ous from their habit of keeping in small flocks, 
even in the breeding season. In a small spruce 
grove, which contained many old moss covered 
trees, on Kennedy Smith’s farm in Eustis, I found 
several nests of this Warbler. They were the 
usual structures, of usnea so well known where- 
ever this species breeds, being on the whole more 


more compact in structure. The nests were in 
every instance built entirely by the birds, and 
pendant from some branch entirely destitute of 
other moss. Such is not always the case in 
southern New England, the birds taking posses- 
sion of some natural branch of the hanging moss, 
which, with but a little effort, they transform into 
an apology for a nest, scarcely worthy of the 

- name when compared with those from the Maine 
forests. 


-O.&0. XI. Sep. 1886. p, 129 


outhwest 
uvgomery, Jr, 


| 648. Parula Warbler. Common at | 
| Boothbay. | 
a 


16, Nov,1890, p,162 


Bds, Obs. in Franconia, N.H. Juneil-21 
’86, and June4- Aug. !1,’87, W.Faxon 


58. Compsothlypis americana. BLUE YELLOW-BACKED WARBLER.— 
Common. 


Auk, V. April, 1888, p,152 


’ Birds Obs. at Bridgewater, N.H. 
Julyi2-Sept. 4, 1883. F.H. Allen 


Compsothlypis americana.—Quite common. 


Auk, VI. Jan, ’ 1689, Dp. VE 


Bircs Obsvd. near Holderness, N.H 
June 4-12, ’86, and 4-11, °86.W. Faxon 


47. Compsothlypis americana. BLur YELLOW-BACKED WARBLER. — 
Not common. 


Auk, V. April, 1888. p.156 


58. Compsothlypis americana usnez. ParuLa WARBLER.—Quite _ 
common, inhabiting the lower slopes of the mountain to about 2500 feet 
altitude. 
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Birds Knewn to Pass Br eres Season ird isto! 
s of Bristo! County, Mass. 
nr. Winchendon, Mass. Wm. BP rewster F FW, andees. 


Compsothlypis americana (Linn.), Parula 
Warbler. Summer resident, common. Breeds. 


60. Compsothlypis americana. 


Auk, V, Oct,, 1888, p.389 0.40, XII. Sept. 1887 p.140 


kyr Ubi Jello tacked Warlte28. W. Denton, 
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Saw 
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WARBLER. 


Bds, Obs. near Graylock Mt. Berkshire 
Co. Mass. June 28-Julylé. W. Faxon 


51. Compsothlypis americana. BLur Yer LOW-BACKED WARBLER.— 
Very rare. I identified only one specimen, high up on the wall of the 
Hopper, about 2000 feet above the sea- level. 


Auk, V1. April, 1889, p.103 


Ay Pr-LY OG , By “PA 


, 1908, the throat of which lacked the cross- 


Rds, Obs. near Sheffield, Berkshire 
Oy, Mass. June 17-26, "88. W. Faxon 


Shu Ore, P77ass, 
Auk 26, 


56. Compsothlypis americana. Bruxy YELLOW-BACKED WARBLER. -— 
Not common. 


Auk,VI.Jaa., 1889,.p.45 
Cra pbrodh dip VE VES STOO 


Compsothlypis americana usneze. N. ORTHERN PAaRULA 
one in Stoughton on April 25 


band. 
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Still, of the true royal family here, is 
Parula. She breeds, as our migration charts 
‘teach us to say, ‘‘abundantly.”’ And why 
| shouldn’tshe, our little queen of these glades, 
when she need fear no regicide? She does 
not have the arch enemy of our other Warb- 
lers to contend with. In all the nests of this 
species I ever saw I have found but one Cow- 
bird’s egg, and the nest containing the egg 
was deserted. No arboreal builder carries less 
material to her nest. The skeleton frame to 
her house is already raised, and she has only 
to fashion her window and lay her floor. 
When Dr. Brewer first wrote me for nests and 
}eges of the Parula Warbler, and alluded to 
sets of six from Taunton, I thought such sets 
were freaks or impositions. So later, when 
I sent Mr. J. Parker Norris a set of seven 
I believed it would long stand the largest 
recorded set. But last season the first nest 1 
found had five eggs, the next not twenty feet 
| distant had seven, and the last set taken con- 
sisted of eight, all in swamp-huckleberry 
| bushes. 

The hornbeams and serub-oaks hold the 
bulk of the nests, but those in the draped un- 
derbrush are easier found and got at. Yet 
in both sites the nests are conspicuous to the 
trained eye. Those which escape observation 
are placed close to the trunk of the trees, 
| harmonize, and present no outline. Six suc- 
cessive seasons is the longest I have known a 
Blue Yellow-back to haunt one spot, and I 


think that is about the limit of, the breeding 
activity. L- ay. | ON muteh, Cri 


Cone 


Or. XV. 
Mr. 1841. 


1, S962, 


Birds of the Adirondac 
sndack Region 
.H,Merriam, ~ °" 


23. Parula americana (Lizu.) Bonap. BLUE YELLOW-BACKED WaAR- 
|BLER.—Tolerably common summer resident. 


Bull, N.O.0, 6, Oct, 1881, p, 227 


Arrivals of Mig’y Birds, Spring-1886, 
Central Park, N. Y.City.A.G.Paire, Jr. 


| May 5, Compsothlypis americana, (648). Parula 
| Warbler. 


0.20, XI, July.1886. p. icg 


Albinism and Melanism in North 
American Birds, Ruthven Deane, 


Representatives among the Sylvicolide, 1 have seen in lim- 
ited numbers for so large a family, #ee examplef being P. Amer- 
icana, a beautifully marked specimen among the collection of 
the Smithsonian Institution. 

Bull. N,0.0- 1, April, 1876, p.21 


Descriztions of First Plumage of Cer- 
tain North Am. Bbs. Wm. Brewster. 


21. Parula americana. 


“ First plumage: male. Remiges, rectrices, etc., as in the adult. Pi- 
leum, nape, rump, and upper tail-coverts dull gray, tinged with olive 
anteriorly and with blue posteriorly, the back with more or less of an 
indistinct patch of olive-green ; throat and eyelids grayish-white, abdo- 
men, anal region, and crissum pure white : jugulum and sides of breast 
pale ash-gray. From two specimens obtained at Mt. Carmel, IL, July 
17, 1871, Nos. 1457 and 1563, my collection. Both of these show a large 
patch of bright gamboge-yellow on the breast, these feathers denoting the 
commencement of the adult plumage. One of them also has the chin 
and an indistinct supraloral line tinged with yellow.” —R. R. 


Bull, N.O.0, 3,Jan,,1878.p, 22, 


The Singing of Birds. H. P. Bicknell, 


Compsothlypis americana (Z.) Cas.* Btur YELLow- 
BACKED WARBLER. 


A constant songster on its spring migration, but ordinarily 
silent in the fall, unless individuals sometimes cause exceptions 
to the rule. I feel quite positive of having heard a faint song 
on September 18, 1881, from one of a small party of these 
birds; but it was not repeated, and I could not verify my convic- 
tion. A little farther north, however, the species does sing on 
its return migration; for I am told by Dr. E. A. Mearns that, 
near West Point, he has sometimes found it in full song in the 
autumn. 

The Blue Yellow-backed Warbler has two different songs. In 
one the notes coalesce into a fine insect-like trill; in the other 
four similar notes are followed by four others, weaker and 
more quickly given. 

This species arrives in the fall in full plumage, and somewhat 
fat. The color of its fat is a very pale sulphury, in contrast to 
that of other species, as the Nashville Warbler or the Redstart, 
in which the fat is more opaque and of an orange or reddish 
color. 


Of Bisihedey. Auk, Vol. I, pp. 169, 170. | Atk, I, July, 1884. p. 22. : 


} » 
Calgamazoo County, Mich. 

| Dr. Morris Gibbs. 

hla americana (Linn.) Bp. Blue 
‘Warbler—Arrives from April 22 
‘have never taken a specimen in 
dunty and do not think that the 
sto breed. It may prove to be a 
esident, as it is not rare during 
‘red miles north. The song of the 


| Yellow-back is very pleasing although simple. 
The division of the note is something like this, 


with our imagination stretched to the compre- 
hension of supposed sounds Zuce zuee zee dee dee 
dee. The song is frequently uttered, both from 
the tops of the tallest trees and the low bushes, 
the bird seemingly having no preference as to 
either elevated or a nearer terrestrial mode of 
travel. In itslate Summer and Fall migration the | 
species is not so tuneful, and the little fellows can | 
only be detected by their faint chirping calls, or by | 
watching them as they flitsilently from tree to tree. 


%O. X.Mar.1885.p. 
0.20 ue 


~The Nest and Eggs of the Blue Yel-' 
low-backed Warbler. 


(Parula americana.) 
BY §. ALBERT SHAW, HAMPTON, N. I. 


JT noted the first arrival of this species on May 
13th, but on the 21st and 22d they were more nu- 
merous than I had ever observed them to be be- 
fore. On the 25th, after a tramp over a piece of 
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W,. Middlesex Co. Mass. 


June 25-30, 1889. 


In an extensive spruce and lareh swamp in Ashburnham near 


the western base of Mt “atatic we found ame five males of this 


species. they doubtless had mates and nests in this swamp. Many 


of these trees were huns rather thickly with Asnea moss. Neither 


moss nor “arbler was noticed else 
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An Unusual Nest of the Parula 
Warbler. 


BY WILLIAM BREWSTER. 


In the interesting article on ‘“‘’The Parula 
Warbler, Its Nest and Eggs,” in January O. 
& O., J. M. W.” says: “I do notthink this 
warbler ever attached the upper part of the nest 
to limb or twig like the orioles and yireos.” 
| It is natural that this keen observer and charm- 
ing writer should feel sure of his ground in 
dealing with a species which he knows so well, 
but, nevertheless, he is mistaken in the opinion 
just quoted. - 

I have a nest of the Parula Warbler taken 
with a set of three eggs at Stoneham, Mass., 
June 24. 1867, whichin shape and general style 
of construction closely resembles a wide- 
mouthed nest of the Baltimore Oriole, except- 
ing, of course, that it is much smaller. here 
| is no hole in the side, and the bird entered at 
the top as this Oriole does. ‘The upper edges 
and sides were securely fastened to the fine 
terminal twigs of the drooping bough of a 
vigorous live hemlock, where the nest was 
prettily concealed among its foliage, and hung 
suspended precisely as the Oriole’s hammock 
hangs in the drooping spray of an elm. 

This mee is composed entirely of usned, 


|| loosely woven or perhaps merely felted together. 


It hada scanty lining of fine grasses and pine 
needles, which the birds must have been at some 
pains to collect, for the closest scrutiny, on the 
part of a friend and myself, of all the trees in 
the surrounding grove, failed to show more 
than a few scattered tufts, the largest not 
larger than an English walnut. 

This fact doubtless explains the unusual char- 
acter of the nest just described. Its builders 
having chosen to ignore one of the most firmly 
grounded traditions of their race, by settling in 
a spot where usnea was too scanty to be used 
in the ordinary way, were obliged to depart 
still further from established precedent and 
construct a finished nest. As itis, the case af- 
fords an interesting example of evolution in 


| nest building. Another step in the same direc- 
|tion would give us a nest composed of twine, 


bark, or what not. Who can say that a Parula 
will not yet build sucha house? 

In Northern New England, where the wsnea 
is found in almost every tree, the Parula War- 
bler, as far as [have observed, never breeds in 
colonies such as ‘‘ J. M. W.” describes, but, on 


‘| the contrary, is quite as evenly and generally 


distributed as any of the other warblers. ‘The 


same is true of the South, where 
aand Georgia). I have found it breed- 
ce, placing its nest in the 


Carolin 
ing in great abundan 


(in South 


Jong streamers of Tillandsia that drape the 


forest trees. 


0.& QO, XIII, Mar. 1888 Dp. YG bs 47 


where in the surrounding regl1o 


} 
ye 


Dec. 1884. ] 


attraction in many a fine bunch of Ploy- 
er \whose fall migration was uncere- 
moniously terminated. On several occa- 
sions when we were called upon to remove 
the “jackets,” the request to return the 
meat indicated the esteem of the epicurean. 

Our first prize was a fine specimen of the 
Red-throated Diver, (Colymbus septentrion- 
alis), with the Red (?) “patch, taken Oct. 
6th. Although the bird is very common 
at this season—at least in Rhode Island 
waters—we never saw one taken in this 
plumage and believe it to be rare. 

In the early part of October, several 
Duck Hawks, (Jaleo peregrinus), proved 
unwary, but as they are not songsters, we 
suppose no one will mourn their loss. 

A representative of our national bird in 
the Pine-tree State settled down to its not 


uncommon banquet of ‘dead useful.” How |} 


large and strong it seemed as it tipped the’ 
scales at 12 pounds! ! 

A few Wood Ducks cause us to carefully 
watch the Ducks now coming in, led by 
Black, Ruddy and Young Mallards, 

We should judge that an unusual num- 
ber of Pheasants have been imported this 
season “for millinery purposes’+-somewhat 
lowering the prices. Comparatively few 
of them are fit for the Cabivet and another 
season may find still fewer. Looking over 
a large lot, we found two Reeve's Pheas- 
ants remarkable for length of tail. In the 
large millinery establishments, we notice a 
few stuffed birds,/ but the prevailing 
fashions demand /that they should be 
thoroughly dissected. A new feature is 
the bronzing in Silver, Gold or Copper of 
the bill, feet and quills of the wing and 
tail feathers. / 

The annual Bird Show closed Oct. 12th, 
after a short season. Many rare and 
curious strangers were present. “Poll” in 
every variety of size, plumage and disposi- 
tion, Eagles, Hawks, Owls, Pelican, ete. 
Two exhibits were especially attractive—a 


Whidah Bird in full plumage, and one of*} 


our little Ruby-throats, which regardless of . 
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tent of wang. 
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our presence, sipped its sugar and water 
with evident relish. These birds being all 
alive and well would no doubt have been 
far more pleasing to Mr. F. A. L. than the 
exhibit under the auspices of the Am. Soc. 
of Taxidermists held in the same room two 
winters ago. 

A novel and not uninteresting business 
is a Natural History establishment in a 
large seaport. <A’sea captain with 60 feet 
of dead snake which the trip from Africa 
proved fatal’ to, Seals from the dime 
museum, Adligators unclaimed at the ex- 
press office, Albatross fresh from’ Cape 
Town, Travellers from South America with 
small,lots of bright birds that are in such 
demand that we scarcely take the trouble 
to’ identify them. Moths with 10 inch ex- 
Beetles for a life size sketch 
of a pair of. which a page of the O. & O. 
would afford room. Curious 
specimens of Dried Fish, Shells, ete. Such 
have been our actual, every day experience. 


scarcely 


Our friend J. M. Wade will forgive us if 
we mention him as one of the attractions. 
Were his visits as protrated as those of 
some of the birds upon our.top shelves 
they would insure us a call from any old 
subscribers who visit the’ city. Had the 
A. O. U. consulted him they would not 
have required to “circular” the country 
to decide that the English Sparrow must 
go.— fF’. B. W., Boston. 


i 


The Blue Yellow-backed Warbler. 
(Parula americana.) 


This beautiful but retired species of our 
American Warblers has but till lately been 
well known to the science of Ornithology. 
Therefore, I take the liberty to pen a few 
notes and observations taken by myself 
during the last four years. This is one of 
the handsomest, if not the handsomest, of 
our Warblers. It arrives about the 10th 
of May, but I am not sure about the date 
of departure. Soon after their arrival the 
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males may be seen hanging head down- 
wards or flying from one old mossy limb 
to another, swinging, turning and twisting 
in their merriment at once more being 
among their nesting haunts. 

Soon after their arrival the females 
come, and the mating at once takes place. 
No jealousy is displayed and the ceremony 
goes on quietly. The building process 


takes place about the 20th of May and the \ 


nest is finished in about a week, though I 
have known instances when the second 
nest was built and two eggs deposited in 
a week. The second nest is never (?) as 
compact and neat as the first. It is al- 
most entirely composed of the hanging 
Spanish moss with perhaps a few horse 
hairs ora little downy substance to serve 
as a lining. Three to five eggs are then 
deposited and incubation (in which the 
male participates) commences. Some col- 
lectors think the nest hard to find. I gen- 
erally discover mine by the round, elobu- 
lar shape of the bottom of the mossy 
bunch from which it is seldom any shreds 
of moss hang. It is easy to be distin- 
guished when the moss of the tree is not 
too thick. After the young are hatched 
the parent birds are busily engaged in 


feeding the wide, open-mouthed youngsters 


with tiny larvee from under the bark of old 
trees. The Blue Yellow-backed Warbler, 
though owning a rather large name, fully 
merits it. I have but a few times been 
able to see a lively bird in motion, so that 
I could study its habits and actions. 

In June, 1888, I. came across a mossy 
orchard from which I had before collected 
eggs, and my first find was a nest contain- 
ing one fresh egg; the next, a nest con- 
tained four downy young, for whom the 
parents pleaded in their best words ; and 
the last, but by no means the least, a full 
fresh set (four eggs.) As I ascended, the 
bird (a male) put its head and shoulders 
just out of the tiny door, peered about for 
a moment and then left the nest, just as I 
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was about to put my hand over the en- 
trance and make ita prisoner. My fingers 
dashed loosely through the outstretched 
primaries and the bird was flown. My 
next object was to secure the set and nest 
and transfer them safely to the ground. 
In doing this I was obliged to spoil the 
nest, as is too often the case when the 
nest is far from the ground, and especially 
if the branch or limb is of a stout oak. 
The thickly entwined and matted moss 
was no easy thing to tear, and the branch 


‘being a stout one, it was of no use trying 


to break or cut it, as any jostling would 
have a tendency to roll the eggs together 
and possibly crack one or more, as I once 
found to my own cost. The hole was too 
small to admit more than the forefinger; 
so whipping my knife from my pocket, I 
quickly slashed the moss in twain and 
putting the hanging ends between my 
teeth, I descended with my beauties with- 
out the least injury. There are other 
experiences I might relate but for want of 
space. 

Another thing which I would like to 
speak about this bird is its perseverance. 
In about twenty days I got three sets, all 
out of one tree. The second, if not the 
third, was laid by the same bird. One 
nest I found was about three feet from the 
ground. 

In 1881 I collected two sets of this ex- 
quisite little Warbler ; in 1882 the list was 
increased to five sets; in 1883 I collected 
four sets, besides some single eggs; and 
in 1884 but four sets were taken. I should 
probably have taken more last season but 
for my limited time. The eggs are of a 
pure white ground, sprinkled chiefly about 
the larger end by small, reddish dots and 
a few blotches, One set before me is coy- 
ered from apex to base with small dots. 

In conclusion I would say that I should 
be most happy to hear from others on the 
habits and nesting of the Blue Yellow- 
backed Warbler.—Charles H. 
Taunton, Mass. 


Andros, 


0.&0. 1X. Dee. 1884. 
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Correspondence. 


Editor of O. & O.: 
While looking in swamp, May 30th, I found 
eight nests of Parula Warbler, all in clump of 
| Spruce trees in a radius of five rods. The nests 
are beautiful little structures, and were almost 
entirely concealed with the long moss of which 
they were made. 

While in the same swamp the following | 
week I heard the note of a male Searlet Tan- 
ager, and as I wanted a specimen I followed 
the sound and got directly under the tree, 
which was a large chestnut ona knoll near 
edge of swamp. I again listened for the note. 
I did not have to wait long for it was a rainy 
morning and the Tanager was happy, but I 
looked of course for our bright red bird, and 
when I saw what looked to be a Baltimore 
Oriole with the notes of a Tanager I rubbed 
my eyes and looked again, but that did not 
change the color of the bird; but with a charge 
of dust shot I was soon examining what I 
thought a conundrum. It was certainly a 
Searlet Tanager, but its plumage still puzzles 
me. It was badly shot in head so I could not 
mount it, but made a poor skin of it. I send 
you feathers from its breast and back. Its 
wings are of a faded black. Its outer tail 
feathers on outer edge are near a bronze. 
What do you think of it, is it an albino? 

J. W. Jackson. 


Belchertown, Mass. 


Be ads male.— Ed. ] 


pa a 
V@GU,2V1, March, 1891, p, 47 
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Cotes Lib 
__§ tt 
On the 17th we —— and had wandered 
leisurely along, securing a few small birds, un- 
til about ten o’vlock when we came upon an old 
mossy orchard of which many of the trees had 
| decayed and fallen or had been toppled over by 
| the winds. Here we found the Parula Warbler 
| (Compsothlypis americana) in abundance, sing- 
|ing and flitting about from limb to limb and 
tree to tree in great merriment. As I stood 
gazing up among the mossy branches I saw 
what proved to be a beautiful and well eon- 
cealed globular nest composed of usnea moss, 
with which the tree was literdlly covered. It 
| was hanging about nine feet above the ground, 
lined with a few horsehairs and bits of down, 
and contained two newly laid eggs. We also 
found many other nests in different stages of 
completion. On the 21st [found another nest 
| of this species containing a set of four eggs, 
| attached to the twiggs of a small alder bush 
two feet above the ground over a pool of water 
about a foot in depth. hese are the first in- 
stances that I have known of this bird’s breed- 
ing so early in the season in Massachusetts, 
| never before having found a full set before the 
first of June. 
| 


0,80, XIII, Feb, 1888 p.30 


Auguah eo ~ 


|| two sets of Blue Yellow-backed Warbler! 
pHW. ink Mover. 
| 


0.&0. Vil. Oct. 1882.p./64. 


Blue Yellow-backed Warbler’s Nest. 


Some time ago Mr. Twogood of Putuam, : 
Conn., presented us with the nest of a Blue 
Yellow-backed Warbler that is very unu- 

| sual in shape, and the finding of it was so 
| peculiar that we think it best to place it on 
record. It will be noticed that Mr. Two- 
good was not acquainted with the bird or 


i 


OLOGIST [ Vol. 8-No. 2 

Tur Taxmprrmisr Snow is postponed un- , 
til May 4, to be held in New York city. 

Warrr—wincep Coor.—Fred. T. Jencks, 
Proy., R. I., reports a White-wing Coot, 
probably Albinistic. 

Ovr Cueck List Incomprere.—It is an- 
nounced that an Englishman has arrived 
in New York with twenty-eight Ostriches 
to be used in Ostrich Farming. As the 
addled eggs at least will be thrown upon 
the market it will be necessary to amend 
onr check lists. If not. why not? 


T climbed the tree but could not see into 
the moss, so I pulled it down and found 
it was a bird’s nest. The limb from which 
I took the nest was about fifteen feet from 
the ground. The nest is a single piece of 
moss twenty inches long and about two 
and a half wide in the widest part. The 
entrance to the nest is eight inches from 
the top and two inches in depth. The 
eggs, four in number, were so far advanced 


Correspondence. 


| Hiditor of O. & O.: 
While looking in swamp, May 30th, I found 
eight nests of Parula Warbler, all in clump of 
| Spruce trees in a radius of five rods. The nests 
are beautiful little structures, and were almost 
entirely concealed with the long moss of which 
they were made. 

While in the same swamp the following 
week I heard the note of a male Scarlet Tan- 
ager, and as I wanted a specimen I followed 
the sound and got directly under the tree, 
which was a large chestnut ona knoll near 
edge of swamp. I again listened for the note. 
I did not have to wait long for it was a rainy 
morning and the Tanager was happy, but I 
looked of course for our bright red bird, and 
when I saw what looked to be a Baltimore 
Oriole with the notes of a Tanager I rubbed 
my eyes and looked again, but that did not 
change the color of the bird; but witha charge 
of dust shot I was soon examining what I 
thought a conundrum, It was certainly a 
Scarlet Tanager, but its plumage still puzzles 
me. It was badly shot in head so I could not 
mount it, but made a poor skin of it. I send 
you feathers from its breast and back. Its 
wings are of a faded black, Its outer tail 
feathers on outer edge are near a bronze. 
What do you think of it, is it an albino? 

J. W. Jackson. 


Belchertown, Mass. 


[Immature male.—Ed. ‘d 
tft 7 
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Cote ane 
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On the 17th we a and had wandered 
leisurely along, securing a few small birds, un- 
til about ten o’clock when we came upon an old 

| mossy orchard of which many of the trees had 
| decayed and fallen or had been toppled over by 
| the winds. Here we found the Parula Warbler 
| (Compsothlypis americana) in abundance, sing- 
,ing and flitting about from limb to limb and 
tree to tree in great merriment. As I stood 
| gazing up among the mossy branches I saw 
what proved to be a beautiful and well con- 
eealed globular nest composed of usnea moss, 
with which the tree was literadlly covered. It 
was hanging about nine feet above the ground, 
lined with a few horsehairs and bits of down, 
and contained two newly laid eggs. We also 
found many other nests in different stages of 
completion. On the 21st I found another nest 
of this species containing a set of four eggs, 
attached to the twiggs of a small alder bush 
two feet above the ground over a pool of water 
about a foot in depth. These are the first in- 
stanees that I have known of this bird’s breed- 
ing so early in the season in Massachusetts, 
| never before haying found a full set before the 
first of June. 


0.40, XIII, Feb, 1888 p.30 
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O.&O, V11. Oct. 1882. p. 463. 


Blue Yellow-backed Warbler’s Nest. 


Some time ago Mr. Twogood of Putuam, : 
Conn., presented us with the nest of a Blue 
Yellow-backed Warbler that is very unu- 
sual in shape, and the finding of it was xo 


| peculiar that we think it best to place it on 


record. It will be noticed that Mr. Two- 
good was not acquainted with the bird or 
its habits, but found the nest from the 
vibration alone of the hanging moss, which 
must have been caused by the pulse of the 
bird. When we received the nest we placed 
it in warm water to get it back to its natu- 
ral shape. After it was dry we measured 
it very carefully and found it twenty-two 
and a half inches long; and what was still 
more strange there were two perfect nests, 
one above the other. The one described 
below was the bottom nest. The one above 
had undoubtedly been used the year pre- 
vious, but both nests are still perfect. But 
we will let Mr. T. tell his own story. 

“T was returning home from a day's 
ramble down the Quinebaug River and no- 
ticed, while passing a Pine tree, several 
long pieces of “hanging moss” growing 
from the horizontal limbs. I noticed one 


| piece in particular swaying to and fro while 


the rest were quite motionless, and I threw 
a stick at the swaying moss, when out flew 
a small bird which dropped instantly to the 
low bushes which covered the ground on 
the river bank. I did not see the bird 
again as she would not fly from the bushes. 
I climbed the tree but could not see into 
the moss, so I pulled it down and found 
it was a bird’s nest. The limb from which 
I took the nest was about fifteen feet from 
the ground. The nest is a single piece of 
moss twenty inches long and about two 
and a half wide in the widest part. The 
entrance to the nest is eight inches from 
the top and two inches in depth. The 
eggs, four in number, were so far advanced 


Feb., 1883.) 


in incubation that I only saved one. The 
only lining the nest had was two or three 
horse hairs.” Mr. T. only measured the 
body of the moss and not the lower portion. 
During the season of 1881 Mr. Junius 
A. Brand of Norwich, Conn., took us to a 
colony of Blue Yellow-backs. One of the 
nests to which Mr. B. climbed contained 
one of the old birds an unwilling prisoner, 
as by some means it had become entan- 
gled in the moss and could not escape un- 
til aided by Mr. B. There were no eggs 
in the nest. In this small colony of a few 
trees we found some five or six nests be- 
side some old ones of the year previous. 


SS 


0.0. Vill. Feb. 1883. p.12-/% 


Blue Yellow-backed Warbler. 


ITS SUMMER HOME. 


The long, pendulous tree moss, so- 
| called, in which the Blue Yellow-backed 
' Warbler builds its nest and breeds, is a 
lichen of the genus Usnea ( U. barbata, var. 
hirta) and (U. trichodea). The filamen- 
tous thallus of the latter is coarser and 
longer than the former, specimens often Sa Akin to the joy a collector feels on find- 
measuring more than two feet in length. & ing a bird unknown to science or new to 
Both species are often found in the same s* his section, is the pleasure of finding the 
nest, U, barbata, or the finer parts of U. SS nest and eggs of a Summer resident which 
trichodea, being used for the nest proper. *~ has hitherto escaped his notice. It may 

Of the nine species recognized by Xs have eluded us for years, but, once found, — 
Nylander three are European and six are the chances are that we shall not now have 
possessed by us. JU. barbata, var. Flori- : much trouble in taking it again and again. 
dais-very common in our woods, but is * Hach year the circle of our observation 
hardly pendulous enough for the purposes grows narrower, but there will always re- 
of the Warbler in question. It may be main some local desiderata to stimulate 
readily distinguished by its numerous S farther search, 
peltate apothecia, with radiate margins 
and whitish faces. The longer species 
mentioned above (var. hirta), is found on 
juniper or savins in exposed localities on 
our highest hills; old scraggy trees, partly 
dead, furnish the greatest supply. I have 
found none on young trees. The filaments 
of this lichen are very fine and hair-like. 
The finest specimens of U. trichodea are 
found in our densest swamps on the 
white cedar (Cupressus thyoides) and on 
other swamp trees. 

In appearance these lichens are related 
| to our northern cedar swamps very much 
|as the Spanish or black moss (Zilandsia 
usenvides) is to the southern ; though the 
' latter is not a lichen, belonging as it does 
| to the pineapple family, it is nevertheless 
an epiphyte. Lichens are all hardy air 
plants and simply require a foothold, when 
they are able to thrive under the most 
adverse conditions of temperature. In_ 


Noy., 1882.] 


AND O: 


Fresh Work in an Old Field. 


Six years I collected before I found a 

Blue Yellow-backed Warbler’s nest. Since 

* then, with their range and peculiarities 

known, I can take more of their eges than 
of the common Summer Warbler. 


&¢/ VSSSr"AON ITA ‘ORO 


June 10th found a Blue Yel} 
low-backed Warbler's nest containing thre 
/young. I cut the limb off to get at the 
nest. I then pulled the nest from the & 
limb and tied it to another limb with AH 
piece of fish line. Ten days later W. W. 
Coe and his hired boy found the nest. 
The boy climbed to the nest, and when h 
saw it he said: “By gosh; this nest has \ 
been blown down and the old bird has tied 

|} it on again with a piece of twine, just as S 
good as any one could.” But about that A, 


. 


time Coe picked up the barrel of a fish 4 


line reel with some line on it, when he 
solved the mystery at once.—/. L. Goff, 


Gildersleeve, Conn. 6,80, VIL Oct.1863. 6.7 


one of these swamps I was shown my 
first Blue Yellow-back’s nest, by an en-| 
thusiastic worker hereabouts, who had the 
kindness to guide me through the Swamp- 
tangled labyrinths for the space of an 
hour or more to my great profit and 
‘delight. The beautiful Calla palustres 
and the pitcher plant (S. purpurea) were 
‘in blossom under the shade of the trees, 


and the spagnum under foot, several feet | 


in thickness, was as soft as a bed of down. 


Botanically considered, the spot was a per- | 


fect treasure house. I visited the place 
again during the Winter of 1880, when 
the ice assisted me greatly in getting about. 
“G85, Sails Sh OP p./94-/25- 
| 


| The Parula Warbler (Compsothlypis amer- 
icana) builds and breeds there in great numbers, 
|Tam sure, as they are encountered on every side 
in that part of the island where the moss covers 
‘the trees and limbs, but the mosquitoes are a 
dreadful drawback in securing their eggs, their - 
nests being found, so far as I am aware, only 
by watching the birds. 


Svtw Mike Bea Ud. HAR 
O+ 0. XIV Jaw. 1864. Jo. 4. 


| 
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BY Kk. B. MG LAUGHLIN, STATESVILLE, N. C. 


Some years ago while out in search of eggs, | 
noticed some moss hanying to a dead limb of a 
maple sapling. Its resemblance to a bird’s 
nest was sufficient to induce me to climb up, 
although I was not sure what it was. This 
proved to be a double nest of the Blue Yellow- 
backed or Parula Warbler (Oompsothlypis amer- 
icand) and a single bird, reiterating a feeble 
note of distress, flew about me as I cut off the 
limb. 

Getting it safely to the ground, I found two 
‘eggs in one nest and one in the other, The 
two eggs were perfectly fresh and easily blown; 
the one egg had setfled to one side of the shell, 
| partially dried and could not be blown, which 
shows it had remained in the nest for some 
weeks. 

My opinion is that a nest was built, one egg 
laid and for some cause — possibly the death of 
the male bird—it was deserted and another 
one was built beside if, the full number not 
having been laid when found. 


Il. 


no nests. 


nest. 


The Blue Yellow-backed Warbler and the 

bee eG r are two species of our 
principal breeding birds; but their nests are diffi- 
cult to discover on account of the exuberance of 
moss and foliage of our trees, amongst which 
these birds breed, 


O,& 0, X, Dec, 1885.p. /9/ 


Nestine or tun Brun YELLOW-BACKED WARBLER IN SOUTHERN 
Grorera,—In reading Mr. Loomis’s interesting paper in the last Bulle- 
tin upon the Birds of Chester County, South Carolina, I noticed that he 
emphasizes the occurrence in summer of the Blue Yellow-backed Warbler 
(Parula americana). find in some notes made at St. Mary’s, Camden Oo., 
Ga., a record of a nest of this species, which was found in April, 1877. 
The female was shot just as she was entering her nest, which until then had 
been unnoticed in the hanging tillandsia moss. The nest was finished, 
but no egos were laid. — W. Brewsrur, Cambridge, Mass. 


Bull, N.O.G, 6, Jan., 1880, p, YS 


PACE Nesting Habits of the Blue Yellow-backed Warbler in Missouri.— 
r, Otto Widmann has kindly sent mea nest of the Blue Y 


ellow-backed 
Warbler (Parula americana) which he took near St. I onis ia 
St. Louis, 


i cata ; Mo., June § 
ee re in ee pattonl ge from the delicate pensile nee 
a2 be! ieee hee ae utils in “pS East, where hanging lichens abound 
iN ihe us ‘asa ies frees SNS was situated in a bunch of 
RO hd Seer ic as is oben found hanging from those 
steko ah ie remy hed BY. high water in creeks, freshets, ete. 
ne titania, [ took the nest is a birch, and the twig a long 
ies arAibg terminal three feet of which had been immer 


pendu- 


. ee sed by the last 
and had caught and retained a bulky conglomeration of straw 


sticks, and dry leaves t the ti " 

a : yiley dry leaves. At the time of collection (June 8) the nest was 
i: eet above the water (of Meramec Rive fatnins 
five young ones about ten days old.” 

The nest itself is a small, open, cup-shaped affair, 
small rootlets, fine grass, and a moss 


rv, St. Louis Co.), and contained 


composed chiefly of | 
Oe aN Ra cae intermixed with a few tufted seeds 
tf, and sparingly lined with horse hairs. Tt measures, ex 

& D4 CX~ 


ternally, 70 mt in dian r b epth; inter wv 

ernally, 7 n 1 lameter y7O mm. in depth Hy nternal Y; 45 mm. In 

diameter by 40 mm. 1n ¢ ep {h.—C, Tar M&rRRIAM, Locust Gro ey : Db 
J 2», IV 7 


Auk, 2, Oct., 1886, p, 377, 
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Parula americana 
BLER.— This was 
at Memphis, Vicksburg, 
while hunting for other 
said to be nowhere abundant ; | 
would, I think, convince any ormt 
no doubt whatever th 
Audubon was prob 


isiana. however muc 
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Curious Set of Eggs of Parula 


americana. 


T have lately received a set of five eggs of 
the Blue Yellow-backed Warbler (Parula 
americana), which are in some respects the 
most remarkable of any of this species that IT 
have ever seen. 

They were taken near Taunton, Mass., on 


June 18, 1888, and were sent to me without 
the uest; the collector not thinking it neces- 
sary to take up so much room in the box as it 
would oceupy if packed with the eggs. When 
the eggs came I doubted their identity, and 
did not believe that they were the eggs of 
Parula americana. In fact they looked so 
| exactly like some sets of Chickadee (Parus atri- 
capillus) in my series of that species that I 
| was inclined to think the collector had made a 
mistake, and to assign them to that bird. 
However, I determined to write him for the 
nest in which he found them, and which he 
‘told me he had preserved. It came, and at 
once settled all doubts as to identity of the 
eggs.’ Itis a large bulky nest, composed en- 
tirely of usnea, and attached to a small twig 
from which it is pendant. 
| Wow as I had a series of thirty-eight sets of 
| eges of this species in my cabinet before the 
arrival of this last set, and had studied them 
very closely, I felt sure of being able to distin- 
| guish eggs of Parula from all others found in 
Massachusetts, With all humility I must con- 
fess my defeat, This set is a complete puzzle. 
| They are white, without any of the gloss that 
lis characteristic of the eggs of this species, 
\and their shape is different from any of the 
\other thirty-eight sets in the series. They 
lare more rounded at the smaller ends, and 
\they are also very much smaller than usual. 
‘The markings are almost wholly confined to 
the larger ends, but instead of forming an in- 
| distinct wreath as is usual, the spots become 
confluent, and form nearly a solid piece of 
color, This is cinnamon-rufous, but there are 
a few specks of lavender-gray —so few, how- 
ever, as not to be noticeable unless closely 
looked for. They measure: .56x .44: Tx .A4; 
58x46; 59x44; 59 x 43, pee 
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Notes from Shelter Island. 

Buve YxELLow—BackeD WarBiEr.—June 
12, took a set of six eggs, being the second 
set of that number taken by me. Once 
found a nest containing eight, but was sat- | 
isfied it belonged to two females. One | 
nest found contained two eggs and one of | 
the Cowbird. It isa mystery how the Cow- 
bird gets into the nest of the blue yellow 
back. 


(Does this not tend to confirm the theory advanced that the 
Cowbird and Cuckoo of Europe lay their eggs on the ground 
and place them in the nest with the beak.—Ep.) 


£97°S"GBBI PO ILA ‘ORO 


Birds of Chustei County, Penn. 
Cyrus B. Ressel, Ercildoun, Pa. 
152. Compsothlypis americana (Linn.). Pa- 
|rula Warbler. Summer resident; tolerably 
| common; in migration common. Arrives sec- 
| ond week in May. Nidificates first week in 
June; eggs, four to five. Departs first week 
in October, 


O &O~. XIV, Aug. 1889 p.115 


Blue Yellow-backed Warbler.—A 
Large Set. 


A set of six eggs of Parula americana, was 
taken June 4, ’85, being the only instance of my 
finding the above number in one set in ten years’ 
collecting. Is it common to find as many as six 
in a set 2—B. Ff. P. 


fi 
0.& 0. XI. Jan.1886-P- fe 


Summer Birds of Buncombe County, 
N.Carolina. John8.Cairns. 
Compsothlypis americana. Parula Warbler. 
Summer visitor; common. Breeds in March 
and June. Average height of nests has been 
twenty-five feet, but I have found them as low | 
as five feet and again as high as sixty. Arrives | 
here about the first of April and stays until the 
end of October. Four eggs are the usual number. 


O &O. XIV. Feb. 1889 p.21 


A Philadelphia Collection of Eggs of 
the Mniotiltidae. 


Parula americana. Blue Yellow-backed 
Warbler. One set of seven, seven sets of five, 
twenty sets of four, eight sets of three, two 
sets of two. Total: thirty-eight sets. 


0.&0, XIII, Dec. 1888 p.:78 


A Collecting Trip in Texas. 
G.B. Benners, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Parula americana, Blue Yellow-backed War- 
| bler. We saw several of these birds in Comal 
| | County, and one of my companions found one 
I | of their nests in the hanging Spanish moss. It 
contained three eggs. : 


0.&0, XII, Apr.1887 p, 50-57, 
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The Parula Warbler—It’s Nest and 
Eggs. 


By ‘“‘ J. M. W.,” NORWICH, CONN. 


There is no commoner Warbler in Southern 
New England during the Spring migration than 
the old ‘+ Blue Yellow-back.” ‘Then, for about 
two days, among the cloud of sparrows in our 
yards and gardens, we note his frieze jacket of 
dusty blue, and his scarlet waistcoat, when, 
“presto,” he is off, you say, to his breeding 
grounds in the Maine wilderness, to Umbagog 
and beyond. But wait a few days, and we 
will show him to you housekeeping near at 
hand. As long ago as Brewster and May- 
nard’s Unbagog trip, it was supposed that a 
few scattered pairs remained to breed, but that 
the bulk passed further north. Among my last 
letters from Dr. Brewer, was one containing a 
request for nests and eggs of this species for 
the Cambridge Museum and his own friends. 
Even then the eggs were regarded as desiderata, 
but it was beginning to be be understood that 
the three Southern New England States were 
about the centre of its breeding range. 

It is, then, because the older writers did not 
send a special reporter to call on the P. amer- 
icana in his chosen haunts, that we now inter- 
view him at home in May, June and July, under 
his new A. O. U. alias. Come then with me on 
the twentieth of May, three miles from Nor- 
wich, across this vile morass and swamp, to the 
deciduous woods beyond. The young leaves 
are not so forward but that we can see how 
miasmatic mists, aided by east winds and fogs, 
have draped the outer fringe of trees with 
rank growths of light green moss. 

his is the hanging-lichen or usnea of the bot- 
anists. Well, here is the true summer home of 
Parula, this the material his house is built of, 
and this its only bric-a-brac. But whats this 


| 


like the cicadw of Autumn. It is the note of 
Parula at work, at rest, at play. A quick chro- 
matic rise of one octave is all. It has all the 
timbre of the locust, and, like it, seems born of 
the burning sunshine, and part of it. Not like 
the matins and vespers of thrush and sparrow, 
but the livelong day, in the hottest of noonday 
heat, the constant iteration of it everywhere in 
this colony, makes a general all-pervading 
humming undertone, to which the songs of 
other birds are the occasional ‘ obligatos.” 
Like all small warblers, the activity of both 
sexes is incessant. ‘This is realistic, if you ean 
mark the flight of the three males which chase 
each other by us like a flaunted riband of blue; 
and see, one alights a single second on this 
limb in front of us with his blazing breast 
turned our way. Could ever lover come more 
gaily clad? Clearly, all are not paired at this 
early date. But by outlining each fringed 
limb in turn against the sky, we find many sus- 
picious looking bunches, and note the incom- 
plete nests. Unlike any other pensile bird- 
homes, these nests are already swung. The 
builder simply gathers together the lower 
strands of the usnea, felting it with the same 
material, and the nest is done. The limb above 
is the only dome, and one side aperture only is 
used; yet, at first sight, the nest might indi- 
eate a greater degree of skill than the little 
architect possesses. Sometimes, a tiny bit of 
wool is at the bottom of the basket, and it is 
common to see the big ends of two grass-stalks 
sticking out near the entrance like a pair of 
horns. No departures from this style of archi- 
tecture are seen, andI do not think this war- 
bler ever attached the upper part of the nest to 
limb or twig like the orioles and vireos. Never 
a nest without wsnea, but there are many groves 
of lichened trees without Parula. 

Probably in those mossy barrens no pair ever 
settled, as in others, and by family increase 


fine buzzing sound around us like the droning gradually colonized the whole grove. Tsolated 


of some great insect? Yes, it is like and yet un- 


| trees with moss in a wood often show a single 
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388. Blue Yellow-backed Warbler. Its summer home. By G.R. C 


Thid., pp. 124, 125. 
324. 
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44. The Waning Season. 


Blue Yellow-backed Warbler [Parula ameri : 
¢ merican Nes , 
Shelter Island |N.Y.| By W. W. Worthington. eae 
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nest, but the tendency is to a good colony with 
this species. I know a swamp where may be 
found seventy-five pairs of these summer resi- 
dents. The first time I visited the Preston col- 
ony on the 31st of May, I took eight sets of 
four. The first time I visited another large 
community in this county on June 5, on a point 
of land trending into salt water, I took eleven 
sets of four. 

Four is the usual clutch. Five are now and then 
found. Dr. Brewer reported to me a set of six 
from Taunton. A still larger set will be re- 
ferred to below. The eggs are especially fra- 
gile, and if incubated can hardly be blown 
without breaking. Addled eggs may instantly 
be told by the added polish, and by the loss of 
the rosy suffusion. 

The nests are built on dead or green trees, 


without seeing the semblance of a nest, it oc- 
curred to me to rap on the tree. At the first 
vigorous pound, a Blue Yellow-back flew away 
like a shot from a solid bank of moss near the 
trunk some ten feet high. To scrambleup and 
see the best hidden nest of my life was a mo- 
moment’s work. A glance inside sufficed to 
catch a glimpse of five eggs. So, carefully de- 
taching the top fibres from the huge limb 
aboye, I bent the tips of the nest together, took 
them in my mouth, and descended carefully. 
It was not until I had placed the nest on the 
ground and spread the top wide open, that I 
realized [had taken the biggest clutch on re- 
cord—seven fresh eggs. This set, with a good 
series, will be properly described by Mr. Nor- 
ris. 


But aside from them, I have examined a hun- 


“Jan, 1888.] 


AND OOLOGIST. 


oO 


sothlypis americana) when seen in a large series. 
They are small, delicately marked eggs, rarely 
presenting any brilliant colors, and they must 
be closely examined in a strong light to see all 
their beauties. 


Having been exceptionally fortunate in form- 
ing an unusually fine series, for which I am 
almost wholly indebted to the famous collector 


and naturalist ““J.M.W.” (Mr. C. L. Rawson) 


of Nowich, Connecticut, it has occurrred to me 
that some description of them might be wel- 
come to the readers of Tr ORNITHOLOGIST 


AND OdLoGisT. With the exception of those 


sets where it is especially noted to the con- 


trary, they were all collected by 0.7, M.W.,’ 
and they were selected yy him from a very 
large series, running through a number of 
years, with the object of showing all the vari- 


serson. Female seen. Eggs white, wreathed 
around the larger ends with reddish brown and 
lilac specks: .67x 483 .67x.47; 69x .49; 65x 
Ad. 

Set VI. June 1886. Side hill opposite 
Hell Gate, Preston, Conn. Three eggs. Nest 
insavin. Last set of eggs of this species taken 
in 1886. Eggs white, witha slight gloss, speck- 
led with dark reddish brown and lilac, chiefly 
at the larger ends, where the markings form 
indistinet wreaths: .70x.48; .70x 485 .67 x46. 
Set VII. May 28, 1886. Saybrook, Conn. 
.| Collected by Hon. John M. Clark. Four eggs, 
fresh. Light creamy white lightly speckled 
>| with reddish brown and lilac. In three of the 
eggs the markings form indistinct wreaths, but 


99, 


aay 


in the fourth they are wreathed around the 
smaller end: .67x.49; .66x .50; .67x.50; .64x 


ations to which the eggs of this species are 5) 


and on savins or deciduous trees, at varying 
heights. I took one from the single filament of 
moss caught on the green twig of a birch, with- 
in five inches of the ground, and others close to 
the trunks of great oaks fifty feet in the air. 
On the lower swamp, huckleberry brush in the 
littoral colony is a favorite site. 

The Parula Warbler escapes the notice of the 
Cow Bunting. One addled “ lazy-bird’s” egg I 
did come across, but the side of the nest was 
torn and Parula had deserted it. Many savins 
are scattered among the inland colony, and 
there the Blue Jay often destroys the clutch. 
But again, with the shore race, Icterus spurius, 
often breeds in the same tree, and in some in- 
stances on the same branch, in harmony. 

A new nest will be built at once, if the first 
is destroyed, and three sets of eggs laid. If 
not disturbed, only an occasional second brood 
will be reared, 

Usnea when detached is perishable. If kept 
in a cellar or damp place, disintegration sets in, 
and in a few seasons the nests fall to dust at a 


dred sets of these eggs, and could take more of 
them than of all the other local warblers com- 
bined, if they were needed for science. [ used 
to think, judging by the two series from com- 
munities twenty-four miles apart, that family 
differences could be traced, that the inland lot 
displayed inherited lilac and lavender markings, 
and the others only the simple reddish annu- 
lations which is the commoner type. But a few 
seasons work showed that the eggs were inter- 
grading continually, and this year’s observa- 
tion clearly proves that no such distinction ean 
be maintained. 

But it is a fact, however, while the Preston 
race is in full breeding activity by May 31, June 
4 is the time to look for full sets at the shore. 
For nine years, this difference in time was held 
good. Perhaps fogs and cold winds off the 
water delay oviposition. as they surely retard 
field and garden vegetation. When blown, the 
eggs are pure white. Six sets of fresh-blown 
Prairie Warbler’s eggs, placed by the side of 


touch. Placed in dry air they loose color soon, 
and eventually their shape. But if taken in 
situ, with the surroundings of leaf, twig and 
moss, for a while some beautiful examples can 
be shown. Through the lace-work, the eggs 
can in most cases be seen above, and should be 
removed with a small spoon to preserve the en- 
trance inviolate. 

In June 10, 1886, I had been wading for hours 
about the swamp on Groton, Long Point, looking 
into nests of I. spurius. Veery und Parula with 
indifferent success, noting only pairs and trios, 
when in despair I crossed to an outstanding 
hornbeam, hoary with lichen. I saw no birds, 
heard no feeble *‘ chit” of alarm, and after out- 


Parula sets, disclosed the fact that the eggs of 
D, discolor are tinged with green. They are 
given as white by writers, and could only be 
shown to be otherwise by comparison. ‘The ag- 
gregation of markings of the Parula’s eggs is at 
the larger end, and no egg displays the diffusion 
of spots over the entire surface like some ex- 
amples of D. ruficapilla. On these delicate eggs, 
instances of heavy blotching are very rare, and 
the magnificently blotched set given to Mr. 
Norris by Mr. F. H. Carpenter, must be regard- 
ed as wholly exceptional. 

[Few persons are aware, in all probability, of 
the variation in size, color and markings of 
the Blue Yellow-backed Warbler (Parula 
americana, or according to the nomenclature 


lining the limbs in succession against the sky 


of the American Ornithologist’s Union Comp- 


wud QO. 


subject. 
Set 1. June 12, 1881. 


Conn. Two eggs, incubated. 


New London County 


virginiana. 


at the larger ends: .63x 45; .63x 4d. 
Set If. June 7, 1883. 


New London County, Conn. Four eggs, fresh 


Nest twenty feet from ground ou hornbeam 
tree, in wet ground, but away from main swamp. 
Tree covered with lichens. Nest of usnea. ‘Two 


straws at entrance. Female seen; many male 
in neighborhood. 


two rods away. Eggs very small. 


44; .60x.45, 
Set III. June 4, 1886. 
New London County, Conn. 


Nest well up in large outstanding swamp oak, 


heavily draped with usned. Small eggs, quif 
pointed. Glossy white, delicately speckle 


with lilac and dark reddish brown. 


x46; .67x 48; .06x.47; .65x 47. 

Set IV. June 4, 1881. 
New London County, Conn. 
Neat in wsnea-covered swamp, in a huckleberr 
bush, in a submerged bog. Female watche 


on nest. Eggs chalky white, delicately speck- 
led with lilac and reddish brown: .65 x .47; 63 


x47; .64x 48; .64x.47. 

Set V. June 12, 1881. 
New London County, Conn. 
Nest well hidden in usnea, in swamp. 


Groton, Long Poin 
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Nest in low 
swamp oak, reached from the ground. Eggs 
very peculiar, being shaped like those of Ortys 
Creainy white, spotted and speck- 
led with reddish brown and lilac, more heavily 


Groton Long Point, 


Nest with eggs in next tree, 
White, 
speckled (at large ends only) with reddish 
brown and faint lilac: .59x 46; 60x .46; .60x 


Groton Long Point, 
Four eggs, fresh. 


The mark- 
ings are almost wholly at the larger ends: .65 


Groton Long Point, 
Four eggs, fresh. 


Four eggs, fresh. 
On ma- 
ple tree, at end of lowest limb. Last nest of 


Set VILL. June 4, 1881. Groton Long Point, 
New London County, Conn. ‘Three eggs, 
fresh. Nest in lichen-draped young oak. 
Both parents observed. Eggs glossy white, 
delicately speckled with lilac and reddish 
brown. ‘The markings are more numerous 
near the larger ends, where they form indis- 
tinet wreaths: .67x.47; -66x 46; 68x 47. 

Set EX. June 6, 1881. Groton Long Point, 
_| New London County, Conn. Four eggs, fresh. 
In a scrub oak, outside of swamp. The highest 
of twelve nests in this colony. Two pairs of 
birds crying, but the other nest was not found, 
s|owing to the thickness of the lichen. Eggs 
light ‘ereamy white, beautifully wreathed with 
light reddish brown and lilac. Quite pointed: 
66x .46; 67x45; .67x.465 .67x 45. 

Set X. June 8, 1886. Hell Gate, Preston, 
New London County, Conn. Four eggs, fresh. 
Nest in savin tree—a mass of hanging lichen, 
six feet from the ground. Eggs blunt and 
thick in contour. Creamy white, quite glossy. 
e| Spottted with light reddish brown and lilac, 
d|The markings are thicker near the larger 
ends: .63x.48; .63x.50; .64x 51; .64x.50. 

Set XI. June 1, 1886. Long Society Swamp, 
Preston, Conn. Four eggs, fresh. Nest in 
large black birch, Female on eggs until the 
nest was touched. Eggs glossy white, speck- 
y|led with dark reddish brown and lilac. The 
a markings form wreaths around the larger ends 
and the remainder of the eggs are almost en- 
tirely unmarked: .63 x .49; 63x 49; .60 x 46; 
62 x .49. 
t,| Set XII, June 3, 1885. Old Saybrook, Conn. 
Collected by Hon, John N. Clark. Fou: eggs, 
fresh. Nest hanging from the branch of a 
small cedar tree about seven feet from the 
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ground in the woods. 
pointed. 
ends with dark reddish brown and lilac spots: 
-67 x 46; 70x.46; .69x 46; .71x.48. 

Set XII. June 4, 1881. Groton Long Point, 
New London County, Conn. Four eggs, fresh. 
Nest in large hornbeam tree in. salt marsh. 
Thirty feet from the ground. No‘bird on eggs 
but heard. Nest unmistakable, Eggs creamy 
white, quite glossy. Marked with spots and 
specks of dark reddish brown and lilac. These 
are in the form of wreaths around the larger 
ends, but the remainder of the eggs are almost 
wholly unmarked: .65x48; .66x473; .67 x .48; 
-66 x .47. 

Set XIV. June 5, 1885. Monroe County, 
Penn. Collected by Theodore Roth, ‘Three 
eggs, fresh. Nest of hanging moss, on oak 
tree, about thirty feet from the ground. Hggs 
very small. White, quite heavily spotted with 
reddish brown and lilac: .61x.45; .61x 44; 
.60 x 42. 

Set XV. May 29, 1886. Hell Gate, Preston, 
Conn. Four eggs, fresh. Nest in low dead 
savin, near path in deciduous woods. Female 
seen. Eggs white, quite heavily spotted with 
bright reddish brown and lilac. These are 
principally grouped around the larger ends: 
64x .47; .62x 47; .61x 47; .63x.47. 

Set XVI. June 12,1881. Groton, Long Point, 
New London County, Conn. Two egys, fresh. 
Nest in low swamp oak, reached from ground. 
Kegs white, marked at large ends with bright 
reddish brown spots: .68 x 44; 64x .45. 

Set XVII, June 4, 1881. Groton Long Point, 
New London County, Conn. Four eggs, fresh. 
Nest in swamp oak, near trunk, and seven feet 
from the ground. It was constructed of usned. 
Female on eggs. Male near. Eggs white, 
spotted and speckled all over with bright red- 
dish brown and a few lilac ones: .67x.48; .66 
x .46; 69x48; .67 x .47. 

Set XVIII. June 4, 1881. Groton Long 
Point, Conn. Four eggs, fresh. Nest in 
swamp maple, Eggs light creamy white speck- 
led with lilac and dark reddish brown. At 
the larger ends the specks form indistinct 
wreaths: .71x 47; 68x .45; .68x 46; .71 x45. 

Set XIX. June 12, 1886. Groton Long Point, 
near Noank, Conn., on Long Island Sound. 
Seven eggs, incubation just begun, and equally 
in the whole clutch. Nest hidden in heavy 
growth of hanginy lichen, about twelve feet 
from the ground, and near the trunk of out- 
standing oak. It was betrayed by the female, 


Eggs long, 


but not 
Glossy white, marked near the larger 


glossy white speckled and spotted with lilac 
and bright reddish brown. The markings 
form indistinct wreaths near the larger ends; 
68 x 50; .65 x 51; .66 x 49; .66x .49; 
66x50; .64x.48; .66x.51. 

Set XX. May 11, 1887. Iredell County, 
North Carolina. Collected by R. B. MeLaugh- 
lin. Five eggs, fresh. Nest made almost com- 
pletely of long gray moss, woven together. 
Lined with a few feathers and soft materials. 
Female on nest. Eggs white, speckled and 
spotted, almost wholly at the larger ends, with 
lilac and bright reddish brown: .69x .47; .70x 
47; .68x.47; 69x 48; 68x 46. 

Set XXI. June 3, 1883. Harvey’s Swamp, 
Preston, New London County, Conn. Three 
eggs, fresh. Nest on dead limb of green white 
oak. All made of usnea, no lining. Two other 
nests building near by. Both male and female 
seen. Hggs light creamy white, quite blunt, 
and heavily wreathed with very dark reddish 
brown and lilac. They bear a remarkable re- 
semblance to certain undoubted eggs of Den- 
dreca virens before the writer: .66x.40; .66x 
003; .66x .49. 

Set XXII. June 11, 1886. Groton 
Point, New London County, Conn. ‘lhree 
eggs. Nest in tall swamp—huekleberry bush 
—usnea over bush and neighboring trees. 
Birds seen. Eggs white, yuite heavily spotted 
near the larger ends with reddish brown and 
lilac: .70x 46; .68x 47; .66x 47. 

Set XXIII. June 4, 1886. Groton Long 
Point, New London County, Conn. Three 
eggs, incubation begun. Nest on a large horn- 
beam tree, low down, and near the trunk. 
Eges creamy white, and glossy, wreathed near 
the larger ends with light reddish brown and 
lilac: .68x 48; .69x.47; .66x 47. 

Set XXIV. June 11, 1886. Groton Long 
Point, New London County, Conn. Four eggs, 
fresh. Nest in oak tree, near trunk, twenty- 
five feet from ground. Hggs white, beautifully 
wreathed near the larger ends with bright red- 
dish brown specks, and also a few lilac ones. 
‘The remainder of the surface is almost wholly 
unmarked: ,67x.51; .66x.50; .66x.48; .65 
x 49, 

Set XXV. June 8, 1886. Hell Gute, Hast 
Side, Preston, Conn, Four eggs. Nest on a 
long savin limb, with foliage. It hung con- 
spicuously as there was no other bunch of 
moss on the tree. Four rods from the tree von- 
taining this nest, there were other nests of this 
species, Containing eggs, both east and west. 


Long 


who was startled from the egys by jarring the 
tree. No other nests or birds on tree. Eyes 


Eggs light creamy white, quite heavily wreath- 
ed near the larger ends with light reddish 
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brown and lilac. The remainder of the surface 
is almost wholly without markings. Very 
small: .60x.47; 61x46; 62x47; .63.x AT. 

Set XXVI. June 8. 1886, Hell Gate, Hast 
Side, New London County, Conn. Four eggs, 
fresh. Nest in green savin, wsnea covered, low 
down. Other nests in near neighborhood. 
Many birds in volony. Eggs white and quite 
glossy. Heayily marked near the larger ends 
with large spots of bright reddish brown and a 
few lilac spots. ‘The markings form wreaths, 
and the remainder of the eggs are immaculate : 
65x.47; .66x.50; 67x 47; 66x 49, 

Set XXVLI. June 11, 1886. Groton, Long 
Point, Coun. Four eggs, fresh. Nest in 
swamp maple, eleven feet from the ground, 
Female covering eggs. Eggs light creamy 
white, spotted over most of their surface, but 
especially near the larger ends, with light red- 
dish brown and lilac: .65x.47; .67x 47; .66x 
AT; .66-x 47. 

Set XXVIII. June 4, 1881. Groton Long 
Point, Coun. Four eggs. Nest in stunted 
muple on edge of wooded swamp. Birds near. 
Eggs glossy, creamy white, unmarked except 
at the larger ends, where they are beautifully 
wreathed with light reddish brown and lilac 
spots: .66x.48; 64x47; fox 8; 65 x 47. 

Set XKIX. May 25,1881. Hell Gute, Pres- 
ton, Conn. Three eggs, incubation begun. 
Nest in small dead savin, six feet from the 
ground. Eggs creamy white, heavily marked 
near the larger ends with very bright reddish 
brown and lilac spots: .68x.49; .69x 48; .68 
x 46, 

Set, XXX. June 7, 1888. Long Point, Gro- 
ton, on Fisher’s Island Sound (Long Island 
Sound) Conn. Four eggs, fresh. Nest in 
large hornbeam tree, outside of swamp. Made 
of hanging lichen, on lowest limb. Female 
covering clutch until touched, Eggs glossy, 
creamy white, heavily marked over most of 
their surface with light reddish brown and 
lilac. The markings principally take the form 
of large spots, closer together near the larger 
ends in three of them, but in the fourth they 
are grouped around the smaller end. The 
markings are unusually heavy for this species: 

63 x .48; 62x .46; 61x .47; .56 x 48. 

Set XXXI. June 1, 1886. Long Society, 

Preston, Conn. ‘Three eggs. Nest in green 
birch sprout, about three feet from ground, 
Female on. Eggs glossy, creamy white. Very 


markably showy eggs: .65x 47; .67 x .48; -66 
x .A0. 

Set XXXII. June 4, 1886. Rehoboth, Bris- 
tol County, Mass. Collected by Frederic H. 
Carpeuter. Five eggs. incubation advanced. 
Nest the usual pendant structure of usnea, 
nearly globular, and placed on an old moss- 
covered apple tree, fifteen feet from the ground. 
Words fail to describe this exceedingly brill- 
iantly colored set, which were generously pre- 
sented to the writer by Mr. Carpenter. The 
ground color is pure white, unsullied by the 
slightest stain. The markings are chiefly con- 
fined to the larger ends, and consist of large 
spots of the most brilliant vermillion red. No 
voloration on any other eggs of this species 
ever seen by the writer approaches it in bright- 
ness, and the contrast of the very bright red 
with the pure white makes a yery beautiful 
appearance: .65 x 46; .63x 44; .66 x AT; 
Ga x 45; .67 x .46. 

Set XX XIII. May 31, 1887. Hell Gate, Pres- 
ton, Conu. Five eggs, fresh. Nest in only 
buneh of wsnea on dead juniper, five feet from 
ground. Conspicuous from its position mid- 
way on long, «lean horizontal branch. Female 
seen many times; both parents observed ‘when 
set was taken. Eggs pure white, and very 
glossy for this species. Speckled and spotted 
with dark reddish brown and lilac. ‘The mark- 
ings form wreaths near the larger ends, and are 
not perceptible on any other parts of the eggs. 
One of them has the markings entirely of a 
light lavender wreath, composed of specks of 
that color: .Glx.49; .A9x 46; 59x 48; .63x= 
AS. 

Set XX XIV. June 1, 1884. Standish, Maine. 
Collected by L. C. Holmes. Five eggs, fresh. 
In low evergreen, nine feet from the ground. 
Eves creamy white, quite glossy ; speckled and 
spotted with dark reddish brown and lilac. ‘The 
markings form indistinct wreaths near the 
larger ends; very long and pointed: .72x .49; 
1x 48; .71 x 48; .71x.48; .69x .47.—J. P. N.] 
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heavily blotched with yery bright reddish 
brown and lilac. The blotches are unusually 
large and confluent for this species, and are 


nearly all grouped around the larger end. Re- 
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Aug. 8th, wind north-east, weather fair. 
Semipalmated Plover and Sandpipers (ad.) 
abundant. Terns of two species, Common and 
Roseate, abundant. Large Gulls, presumably 
the Herring, common. A few Black-bellied 
Plover and Robin Snipe seen in adult plumage. 
Heard several Greater Yellow-legs and saw 
three Piping Plover in young of year plumage. 

Aug. 9th, wind south-west, weather fair. 
Birds same as previous day. 

Aug. 10th, wind south-west, weather fair. 
New arrivals noted; two Hudsonian Curlew 
and several small flocks of adult Sanderlings. 

Aug. 12th, wind south-west, weather fair. 
Birds same as two previous days.. Saw gun- 
ners that had in their possession several Red- 
breasted Snipe, young plumage, one Greater 
Yellow-legs and several Piping Ployer, young 
plumage. They informed me that they had 
shot a large Sandpiper with long legs, and from 
the discription I decided it to be a Stilt Sandpi- 
per. 

Aug. 23rd, wind south-west to south-east, 
moderate with light fog. Several large flocks 
of Plover seen flying over the Island, one of 
Golden and the others Black-bellied. Saw 
quite a number of Red-breasted Snipe and 
Sanderlings, a small number of Greater Yel- 
low-legs seen. 

Aug. 24th, wind south-west and north-east to 
south-east, weather stormy. Large flocks of 
Plover, mostly Black-bellied, seen flying about 
the Island and a large number seen on the 
beach at high tide, one Carolina Rail seen on 
the meadow, two flocks, one of six Black Ducks 
and the other a small one of Scoters, flew over 
the house. 

Aug. 25th, wind north-east to north-west, 
weather stormy. The stormy, foggy weather 
of yesterday and to-day increased the numbers 
of birds. Black-bellied Plover seen in large 
flocks passing over but only a few stopping. 
Semipalmated Sandpipers abundant, some doz- 
en or more Black Tern (young) seen for the 
first time to-day. 

Sept. 4th, wind north-east, fresh, weather 
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ows and four shot by Mr. W. Several Hudso- 
nian Curlew and Greater Yellow-legs came to- 
day. 

Sept. Sth, wind north-west to north-east, 
moderate, weather fair. Mr. Whiting took sey- 
eral Hudsonian Curlews and Turnstones (adult) 
several of Greater Yellow-legs, Yellow-legs 
and Golden Plover noticed. 

Sept. 9th, wind north-east to east, moderate, 
weather fair. Several large flocks of Black- 
bellied Plover arrived. Collected some fine 
specimens of Hudsonian Curlew and adult 
Turnstones. 

Sept. 10th, wind south to south-west, stormy. 
Nine Hudsonian Curlews seen to-day. Mr. 
Whiting took a fine adult Eskimo Curlew. 
These birds are now scarce, where five years 
ago they were abundaut. First Pectoral Sand- 
piper of the season taken to-day. I collected 
young ‘lurnstone, Piping Plover, Sanderling 
and Semipalmated Plover. Sanderlings on the 
increase; Richardson’s Jaeger common and on 
the inerease. 

Sept. 11th, wind north-east to east, moderate, 
weather fair. Several Red-breasted Snipe, 
(young) seen. Among birds shot to-day was 
a Black-bellied Plover in nearly adult plumage. 

Sept. 12th, wind south-east, fresh, weather 
stormy. ‘wo bunches of Eskimo Curlew, one 
of twenty and the other of fifteen seen. Sand- 
erlings increasing; first Red-breasted Sandpi- 
pers seen and shot to-day. 

Sept. 13th, wind east, weather fair. The 
heavy wind and storm of yesterday brought 
along a small flight of birds. Sanderlings 
(young) much increased; Black-bellied Plover 
increased, a large number seen on the flats. 
Several small bunches of Red-breasted Sandpi- 
pers (young) seen; four Golden Plover seen on 
the meadow by myself and afterwards seen by 
Mr. W., who shot one in young plumage, 
Greater Yellow-legs increased. 

Sept. 14th, wind east to south-west, moderate, 
weather foggy. Pectoral Sandpipers increased 
and ten shot on salt meadows; no other in- 
crease noted. 


the larger ends the specks form indistinct|u Sept. 15th, wind north, very light, weather 


wreaths: .71x .47; .68x.45; .68x.46; .71x.45. 

Set XIX. June 12, 1886. Groton Long Point, 
near Noank, Conn., on Lone Island Sound. 
Seven eggs, incubation just begun, and equally 
in the whole clutch. Nest hidden in heavy 
growth of hanging lichen, about twelve feet 
from the ground, and near the trunk of out- 
standing oak. It was betrayed by the female, 
who was startled from the eggs by jarring the 
tree. No other nests or birds on tree. Eggs 


Xfair, birds about the same as previous day; 
slight inverease in Red-breasted Sandpipers 
Sand Black-bellied Plover in plumage; Scoters 
(abundant out in bay. 
8] Sept. 16th, wind north, very fresh, weather 
N fair; several large flocks of Black-breasts seen. 
t Sept. 17th, wind north, fresh, weather fair, 
8] Sanderlings increased. Out of thirty-five shot, 
Eall were in youg plumage. A bunch of six 
e( Golden Plover still remain on the meadow. <A 


388. Blue Yellow-backed Warbler. Its summer home. 
Thid., pp. 124, 125, Q), & Q. Yor Wis 
324. Blue Yellow-backed Warbler |Parula americana| Nesting on 
Shelter Island|.M.Y.] By W. W. Worthington. Jézd., VI. p. 62. 
44. The Waning Season. By J. M. W{[hipple]. Jbid., VI, p. 126.— 
Includes notes on the breeding of Parula americana (six sets of egos taken 
May 29 and 30, and others found later), the Fish Hawk, and other species, 
in Southern Connecticut. Pam, Soi,& Panc, Jour, 
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By G.R.C. 


2, and Q» Shelter Island. [Ma Y.| By W. W. Worthington. JZé7d., VI. p. 62. 
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NESTING OF THE PARULA WARBLER (COM- 


PSOTHLYVPIS AMERICANA) IN ay MAY 
COUNTY, NEW JERSEY.! 


BY MARK L. C. WILDE. 


PERHAPS no other portion of the State of New Jersey is better 
adapted as a breeding ground for the Parula Warbler than Cape 
May County. Quite a number of its streams, including Dennis 
Creek and tributaries, are dammed off to supply power to the 
various saw and grist mills, thereby forming mill-ponds, and in 
some cases these streams spread over a considerable area, owing 
to the extreme shallowness of the valleys. 


1 Read before the Delaware Valley Ornithological Club of Philadelphia. 
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beautify the mill-ponds. Various ericaceous bushes and open 
sphagnum bogs are scattered throughout this region, and these 
bogs often continue to the very sources of the small streams 
which supply the mill-ponds with water. 

The Parula Warblers breed undisturbed in these secluded 
spots, where the Kingbirds may be seen with outstretched wings, 
swaying on the topmost branches of the cedars, and where 
insects and Hummingbirds (Zrochilus colubris) may be heard, as 
they swiftly wing their way across the ponds. Uninterested 
persons seldom if ever intrude, probably on account of the ¢ out- 
of-the-way ’ localities, and the difficulties connected with pene- 
trating the dense bushes which surround ‘their breeding grounds. 

The trees here in the upper portion of the mill-ponds increase in 
size, gradually culminating into dense red-water cedar-swamps, as 
they follow the small streams to their sources. 

Viewed from a short distance these saturated cedar-swamps 
present the appearance of a solid mass of dark green, and when 
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I desire to speak more particularly of the ponds, and large 
shallow stretches of water above the mill-dams, together with the 
small winding streams which supply them, as these are the local- 


ities where the long-bearded lichen or ‘ beard-moss’ (Usnea bar- 


bata), in which the Parula Warblers almost invariably construct 
their nests, grows most abundantly. 

The mill-ponds formed by the streams north of the Dennis 
Creek are wholly or partly hemmed in by dense thickets of 
various kinds of bushes, beyond which, almost as far as the eye 
can see, the higher dry land or as I might better say the hot 
‘Jersey Sand-Barrens,’ are overgrown with scrub-oaks (Quercus 
elicifolia), interspersed with a few tall pines (Pinus rigida), while 
other portions are cleared for farming purposes. 

In the upper portion of the northern mill-ponds the numerous 
small cedar-bushes, which when fullgrown may only be termed 
scrub-cedars (Chamecyparis thyoides), together with other trees and 
bushes, all of which are often matted together in small clumps or 
islands, are nearly all draped with festoons of ‘beard-moss.’ In 
addition to this, dead stumps of the cleared off timber still 
project out of the water, and many of their decayed tops being 
covered with smaller vegetation and ‘beard-moss,’ also help to 
beautify the mill-ponds. Various ericaceous bushes and open 
sphagnum bogs are scattered throughout this region, and these 
bogs often continue to the very sources of the small streams 
which supply the mill-ponds with water. 

The Parula Warblers breed undisturbed in these secluded 
spots, where the Kingbirds may be seen with outstretched wings, 
swaying on the topmost branches of the cedars, and where 
insects and Hummingbirds (Zrochilus colubris) may be heard, as 
they swiftly wing their way across the ponds. Uninterested 
persons seldom if ever intrude, probably on account of the ‘ out- 
of-the-way’ localities, and the difficulties connected with pene- 
trating the dense bushes which surround ‘their breeding grounds. 

The trees here in the upper portion of the mill-ponds increase in 
size, gradually culminating into dense red-water cedar-swamps, as 
they follow the small streams to their sources. 

Viewed from a short distance these saturated cedar-swamps 
present the appearance of a solid mass of dark green, and when 
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in the interior, the eye can penetrate but a few yards among the 
thickly clustered trunks. The Parula Warblers do not breed 
within these dense, dark, cedar-swamps, but may occasionally be 
found breeding on their borders. 

Between that portion of the ponds where the cedars are more 
open, and the dense cedar-swamps above, the small channels are 
so choked up with bushes, and tangled, twisted, moss-covered 
branches of the scrub-cedars, that progress in a flat-bottom boat 
(which is the safest way to travel through this region, on account 
of the uncertainty of the bogs) is very slow and laborious. 

A few remarks on the streams, and southern tributaries of 
Dennis Creek, would probably be of interest. 

The mill-dam on Sluice Creek, the southeastern branch of Dennis 
Creek, forms a lake half a mile in length, and marks the north- 
western extremity of the ‘Timber and Beaver Swamp,’ which 
stretches away nearly three miles to the east. The extensions of 
this creek south of the lake referred to, are gradually drained of 
their water by the swamps, which as I have already intimated, 
have been formed by the flatness of the land. 

These swamps are bordered with tall bushes, beyond which 
are woods of chestnut, oak, beech, laurel, and pitch-pine, inter- 
spersed with alarge quantity of holly, while the swamps themselves 
outside of the main channels, are overgrown with sassafras, maple, 
cedar, gum, magnolia, and various kinds of bushes, including 
bush-huckleberry, cranberry, alder and cedar, the whole being 
interwoven with thorny green-briars. ‘The crooked and twisted 
branches of these trees and bushes are nearly all draped with 
beard-moss. Numerous open sphagnum and cranberry bogs are 
also scattered throughout this region. 

Among the beautiful moss-covered trees and bushes already 
described, the Parula Warblers congregate in large numbers, to 
make their summer home. ‘They arrive from the south appar- 
ently already paired, about the first of May, and by the second 
week have commenced nest building. 

Nests can be found from the border to the middle of the mill- 
ponds and swamps, and may be looked for anywhere from under 
the tip of an outstretched or drooping branch to against the tree 
trunk, or in smaller bushes, and from one foot above the water to 
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twenty feet high. Generally, however, on account of the beard- 
moss growing more abundantly on the lower branches of the 
trees, under eight feet may be considered the average height. 
From the data of thirty-three nests the summary is as follows : — 


1 foot high, 1 nest. 
2 feet high, 2 nests. 
ep Py 16) 

3 
32 
4 
42 


nest. 
nests. 
nest. 


7 
I 
2 
3 
3 
I 
2 
I 


Parula Warblers seem to colonize naturally to a larger extent 
than any of our other Warblers, probably on account of the beard- 
moss (of and in which, as I have said before, this species almost 


exclusively builds its nests), growing more heavily on certain 
patches of trees and bushes, than on others. 

Having selected a suitable spot the female alone assumes the 
task of nest building, while her mate leisurely feeds among the 
tangled branches, and occasionally clinging to a twig head down- 
ward in Chickadee fashion, he reaches here and there for lurking 
insects, and flying a short distance, pauses for a moment to emit 
his song. ; 

The nest is invariably placed in a hanging position. The female 
usually selects a tree in which the beard-moss grows quite thickly, 
and here within the tufts, she loops and weaves together the 
inside hanging particles of moss, forming a beautiful nest, much 
resembling the style of the Baltimore Orioles. The birds are 
careful that the moss shall be left hanging in its natural way, from 
the bottom and sides of the nest, and often so conceal it, that it 
can only be found by a close and careful observer. Into the 
structure the bird then carries thread-like pieces of beard-moss, 
collected from some nearby tree. This moss is used exclusively 
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by some Parulas in lining their nests, while others add a few 
horse-hairs and a yellow down which is taken from the stems of 
swamp ferns. The nest is very compact and closely woven, 
occasionally having a few pine-needles stuck into it around 
the outside, probably to help support and pin it to the hanging 
particles of moss. 

The entrance, which is always on a level with the top of the 
bowl, is made through the moss on the side, very often directly 
under the limb where the moss is parted. The walls of the bowl, 
being at least a half an inch in thickness, form a platform which 
is often flattened out resembling a small mat, on which the bird 
rests when entering or leaving the nest. Some nests have two 
or more entrances, either left as peep windows for escape, or 
unintentionally caused by the thinness of the moss above the 
bowl. 

I have examined a few nests where the entrance was made 
from the top, the nest having been suspended either between two 
twigs or between the trunk of a tree and an adjoining tuft, but 
such cases as these are rare, and may be considered departures 
from their regular style of building. From over a hundred nests 
of this species, found during the past three years, nearly all were 
partly or entirely roofed over, with the entrances from the sides as 
previously described. 

One nest collected during May, 1893, was suspended from a 
two inch limb, containing little or no moss, outside of that of 
which the nest was constructed, but this I do not consider a 
typical nest. 

The inside measurements of the nests vary, ranging from about 
one and a half to two inches both in depth and diameter. 

I have watched Parula Warblers enter their nests, and have 
seen both sitting on their eggs and young, by keeping perfectly 
still and quiet in a row-boat, at a distance of not more than from 
three to four feet. 

With very few exceptions, the number of eggs laid is four, 
which show remarkable variation in size and shape. They have 
a ‘white ground color, and are more heavily dotted with reddish 
brown and lilac at the larger ends, often forming a ring round 
them. 
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Full clutches of fresh eggs may be found on the 2oth of May, 
and I found one nest containing young just hatched on the 4th of 
June, 1893. 

Although I have seen a number of small snakes, throughout 
these ponds and swamps, drop off the lower branches of the trees 
and bushes at my approach, I have never found any nests of the 
Parula Warblers which had been disturbed by them. 

On May 21, 1894, after a heavy wind and rain storm which 
lasted some four or five days, the swamps in northern Cape May 
County were completely flooded. I found one Parula’s nest 
during this storm which had been washed out, and probably 
many others on the lower branches were destroyed. The land 
bordering one of these swamps northwest of Dennisville, which 
on May 18 seemed very dry, was also flooded for some distance, 
and many Black and White Warblers, a nest of which was found 
here on that date, were seen feeding among the trees, and no 
doubt not only their nests, but many others of the ground nesting 
species were destroyed. 


The Cape May and Other Rare Warblers at Hatley, Stanstead 
County, Quebec.— The fall of 1916 will ever remain a memorable one 
from the fact of my having added the rare Cape May Warbler ( Dendroica 
tigrina) to my list, as well as the Nashville (Vermivora rubricapilla rubri- 
capilla) and Water-Thrush (Seiwrus noveboracensis noveboracensis) two 
examples of the first, and one each of the two latter having been obtained. 
Of the Cape May five were seen between August 28 and September 12, one 
only of the Nashville on August 16, and one of the Water-Thrush on August 
26. In addition to these a fine male Wilson’s Warbler (Wilsonia pusilla 
pusilla) was obtained on August 24, the second only that I have seen here 
so far. Two Northern Parulas (Compsothlypis americana usnew) were 
observed on August 13, and between August 23 and September 22, nineteen 
examples of the Bay-breasted ( Dendroica castanea) were noted, as well as 
eleven of the Blackburnian (Dendroica fusca) between August'11 and 
September 9, and twenty of the Canada (Wilsonia canadensis) between 
August 11 and September 17. Two examples of the Yellow Palm ( Den- 
droica palmarum hypochrysea) were seen on May 6, and another interesting 
item was the finding of the Black-throated Blue ( Dendroica caerulescens 
cerulescens) breeding for the first time in June and July— H. Movustey, 
Hatley, Que. 
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Dendroica tigrina. Carn May Warpirr.— 1912, a large migration 
during May — the only migration observed in 10 years. One was found 
dead which was mounted and is in a private collection. 
Icteria virens virens. Yrtuow-preastep CHat.— 1912, June, one 
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Dendroica tigrina. Publie Garden, Boston, Mass. 
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23. Dendroeca tigrina (Gm.) Bd. Care May Warster. —I shot a 


male at Fort Fairfield, June 23, in a thick second growth of spruces on 
the edge of a path. 


Ball, N.O.0, 7,April, 1882, p,110 


96. Cape May Warbler (D{endreca| Tigrina.) as N. Lbid., XIV, 
p. 389,—Record of its capture at Quebec, Canada. iy Stream 
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245. Dendroica tigrina. Cape May Warsipr.— Regular migrant. 
sometimes not uncommon, May 8 to 19, and September 5 to 11; latest 
spring records May 24, 1890, and May 29, 1906. Formerly one of our 
rarest warblers; there were not more than four records between 1889 and 
1897. Mr. J. Hughes Samuel considers the increase began in 1898, and 
in 1900 I found them not uncommon in the city. 


vs, 


oes ce, Neotel. a: XIN, es VO) hae 


55. Dendroica tigrina. Carpm May Warsupr.— One adult male met 
with August 12. 


Abundance of the Cape May Warbler (Dendroica tigrina) around 
Quebec.— It is surprising to note that this rare warbler has been found 
very commonly in the woods around Quebec this spring, and even in the 
parks of the city. Two young ornithologists, P. W. Cook and A. W. Ahern, 
of this city, shot about fifteen, of which twelve were brought tome. They 
met with six to eight bands of the warbler, each containing something over 
a score of birds, and these in different localities, they seemed to be almost 
as numerous as the Myrtle Warbler. The first specimen seen, which was 
in company with a small flock of Black-throated Green Warblers, was shot 
on the 9th of May and by the 18th the species was very common. The 
last was seen on the 25th. 

It has also been noticed that many other warblers were more common 
this spring than usually, especially the Blackburnian and Bay-breasted.— 
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A Late Fall Record for the Cape May Warbler (Dendrorca tigrina) 
in Eastern Massachusetts. —Toward dusk of Oct. 9, 1902, at the time 
when smaller birds are actively moving about, I noticed a few restless 
warblers in a Norway maple near my home in Ponkapog, Mass. It was 
impossible for me to determine the species, as they remained near the top 
of the tree, but one bird was shot, and proved an immature female Cape 
May Warbler. Iam not positive as to the identity of the other birds in 
this group, but one other bird which I saw was not Dendrorca tigrina. — 
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The Cape May Warbler in Eastern Massachusetts.— In view of the 
extreme rarity of the Cape May Warbler ( Dendroica tigrina) in eastern 
Massachusetts, their occurrence in unusual numbers during the past 
autumn in Lexington, Mass., seems worthy of note. 

Between Sept. 9 and 14, 1914, I met nine Cape Mays in four widely 
separated parts of the town,— three on the 9th, five on the 13th, and one 
on the 14th. Three of the birds were about my house in the town centre,— 
two in a maple, and one in a mountain ash tree. Three other birds fre- 
quented a red cedar pasture where I watched them for an hour. They kept 
close together, generally in the same tree, and passed repeatedly over a 
beat which included two or three acres. We met another individual on 
the border of a piece of woodland, and another in an isolated dead oak tree. 

The birds showed a remarkable range of plumage; some, old males 
evidently, were almost as brilliantly marked with yellow and orange as in 
spring, others, birds of the year no doubt, were pale grey, streaked above 
and below with brown, and lacked all yellow except on the rump. The 
Cape Mays accompanied a heavy flight of migrants, composed chiefly of 
Bay-breasted and Magnolia Warblers. 

Mr. William Brewster kindly sends me a record of three more Cape May 
Warblers which he saw in the nearby town of Concord, Mass. His dates 
extend materially the limits of the flight. 

“ August 31, 9 in red cedar in berry pasture. Very tame. 

“ September 12, 9 in oaks and larches. Very tame. 

“September 30, 9 spent several minutes in bush directly in front of our 
dining room window through which I viewed her at a distance of not over 
five feet. She was accompanied by three Black-polls.” 

Mr. Walter Faxon, who saw two of the Lexington birds, had previously 
met the Cape May Warbler but three times in this vicinity during twenty- 
eight years of constant observation. 

Mr. William Brewster (Birds of the Cambridge Region 1906, pp. 329, 
331) summarizing all the instances which his notes supply of the bird’s 
occurrence in the Cambridge Region, says,— “ It will be noticed... . that 
during twenty-four — or two-thirds — of the total thirty-six years which 
the records cover, the beautiful bird was not noted at all, and that during 
eleven out of twelve years where it was observed only a single individual 
was seen each season. These facts appear to me to warrant the conclusion 
that the species is really one of the very rarest of the Warblers which visit 
us with any degree of regularity.” 

In his summary, which includes the records of many observers, he men- 
tions but a single occurrence in this region in autumn. 

From the evidence of Mr. Faxon’s and Mr. Brewster’s experience the 
flight of Cape May Warblers during the past autumn must be considered 
unprecedented.— Winsor M. Tyumr, M. D., Lexington, Mass. 
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Unusual Late Autumn and Winter Records for Eastern Massa- 
chusetts.— On the 15th of November, 1916, ior? W. M. Tyler and I dis- 
covered a Cape May Warbler ( Dendroica tigrina) in the town of Belmont, 


Mass., and we found it again in the same place on the 19th and 25th of 
the same month. In this region, on the 9th of December, 1916, we saw & 
Palm Warbler (Dendroica palmarum palmarum). Mr. H W. Wright \ 

| had seen one of these birds (probably the same individual) in this neighbor- 

hood on the 9th of the previous month. On the 25th of February, 1917 | 
Mr. Charles W. Jenks showed me a Fox Sparrow (Passerella aca iiaca) 
wintering in Bedford, Mass., where it had been under observation since 
the 6th of January Wautur Faxon, Lexington, Mass. 
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The Cape May Warbler jn Litchfield County, Conn.— As the Cape 
ly reported from this State, 


May Warbler (Dendroica tigrina) is so rare 
it may be of interest to record my capture of a male of this species on 
May 8, 1905, near the village of Litchfield, Conn. It was with a large 


flock of Black-throated Green Warblers in a row of Norway spruces 
bordering the cemetery of the village— E. SryMour Wooprurr, New 


Haven, Conn. Auk, S111, Jarics IOGS, W.0o>. 
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208. Dendreeca tigrina. Capp May WarsBier.—Dr. A. K, Fisher in- 
forms me that he has seen a specimen of this species that was killed at 
Lake George, May 27, 1883, by Oliver B. Lockhart. The late Mr. A. Jen- 
ings Dayan told me, not long before his death, that he was positive that 
he had seen a Cape May Warbler in the town of Lyonsdale, in Lewis 
County, but not having secured the specimen he was unwilling to have 
the event recorded. z 
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Dendroica tigrina.— At Canaisee Village, Sept. 12, 1894, a Warbler of 
rather obscure markings was taken in the edge of a little grove of trees 
which stands back but a few yards from the salt-grass meadows. This 
and a male Black-throated Blue Warbler were seen in the lower branches 
of a thickly foliaged tree overhanging a heavy undergrowth of blackberry 
brambles and tall weeds. It was rather carelessly labeled as a Magnolia 
Warbler, which, of course, it does not in the least resemble. It was 
rediscovered and my diagnosis of it as the Cape May Warbler was kindly 


verified by Mr. Chapman. The specimen is an adult female. 
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Cape May Warbler at Shelter Island, New York.—While collecting 
birds here on May 11, 1893, I secured a fine male Cape May Warbler. It 
was leisurely searching for insects in an oak grove on the very highest 
point on the island, and showed no alarm at my presence. It came in a 
‘bird wave’ consisting of Warblers, Orioles, Chimney Swifts, Bobolinks, 
and Thrushes, which came on in numbers on that date or during the 
night previous.—W. W. WorTHINGTON, Shelter Island Heights, New 
York. 
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Cape May Warblers Destructive to Grapes on Long Island.— With 
much interest I read of the actions of the Cape May Warbler (Dendroica 
figrina in recent numbers of ‘The Auk.’ These warblers were especially 
abundant here last fall and there were twenty or more on our place from 
September 20 to October 10. They might be found at all hours of the day 
in the grape arbor, where they were observed to puncture the grape skins 
with their bills and drain out the juice — James W. Lann, Jr., St. James, 
the IE 
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tioning the fact to my wife, she told me she had also noticed one in Ahe 
forenoon, but knew not that it was of special interest. This was Heb. 14, 
1884. The néxt day I examined over fifty individuals of Junco byt nevera 
wing-bar was visible. Under Feb. 21, I find the following eftry in my 
diary: ‘‘At 8.30 A. wm. I shot in my yard a White-winged Spowbird. It is 
in worn plumage, but\appears to be a typical bird; bothAving-bars show 
plainly, the tail has two\feathers on each side pure white, and the third 
one more than half white It was in company with“a second which ap- 
peared to be in brighter plumage. This makes fwe specimens seen, two 
bright and three dull ones. They were each time‘associated with a party of 
Tree Sparrows that has stayed round my premises all winter, so that 
there may have been but two individuals avd the same ones seen several 
times.” On March 7 a single one Wwas%een. This completes the record 
for Caddo. eo 

Late in the winter a box of sking/arrived from Wisconsin which I had 
prepared the previous spring. n comparing my new Snowbird with 
the old ones, I was not a little surprised to find among them its coun- 
terpart. This second sp men bore a tag Which showed its history 
to be as follows. The mérning of Jan. 14, 1883, it\was found alive in my 
woodshed at JeffersonfWis., in the southern part of the State. It was 
kept alive three days; and when it died ifs skin was sayed. Both speci- 
mens are still in y possession. \ 

This species Was originally described by Mr. Aiken in 1872, from speci- 
mens taken isf the mountains of Colorado, where the species is, abundant. 
Three yeapé later it was taken at Ellis, in Western Kansas, by Dr. L. 
Watson./ It has been found nowhere else. The past winter Dr. : 


Indian Territory, and especially in Wisconsin, is probably fortuitous. 


THE NESTING HABITS OF THE CAPE MAY 
WARBLER (DENDRG@CA TIGRINA). 


BY MONTAGUE CHAMBERLAIN. 


My first acquaintance with the Cape May Warbler in its home 
was made during the summer of 1882, when our party secured 


several specimens in the heavy woods back of Edmundston, 
near the northern boundary of New Brunswick. Previous to 
this I knew nothing of the occurrence of this species in this 
Province except what I had learned from Mr. Boardman of its 


occasional appearance near the Maine border during the breeding 
season. A year later, in July, 1883, Mr. Arthur P. Chadbourne 
captured a solitary example at Rothesay, some nine miles east of 
this city (St. John), and this completed the record until June, 
1884, when the nest and eggs were discovered just Satie the 
city limits by my friend and co-worker in this locality, Mr. James 
W. Banks. For this is Bank’s story that I am telling, he, with 
characteristic generosity, desiring my name to be associated with 
its rehearsal. 
The birds seen and heard at Edmundston were invariably on 
the topmost branches of the tallest evergreens (usually spruces) 
growing in the neighborhood. Our experience furnished us with 
good and sufficient reason for remembering this fact. As the 
birds were constantly singing, their general whereabouts was 
easily discovered, but no small amount of patient searching was 
required to catch sight of them ; and we soon found out that after 
sighting and shooting a bird there was still ; much to be gone 
through before it was in hand ; for after tumbling a short distance 
it usually staid. The trees were too stalwart to be moved by any 
shaking power we could command, so every successful shot en- 
tailed a climb—and such a climb! The branches of these spruce 
trees were so close together we had to call up all our reserve of 
muscle and skill to squirm through; and in addition to this we 
had to encounter the annoying twigs—rough, sharp little things, 
with which the branches were thickly studded, and which tore 
clothes, scratched faces, pricked the flesh as they rolled down 
underneath our flannels, and made themselves generally disagree- 
able. And so it came about that the Cape May was associated 
in my mind with the stately trees and the solitude of deep forests 
—a solitude broken by the merry notes of these songsters, the 
chatter of squirrels, the sigh of the swaying boughs, and by the 
strong language of exhausted and exasperated collectors; and, 
because of these recollections, I was altogether unprepared for 
my friend’s announcement that a pair had built in a location of 
an almost exactly opposite character. This nest found by Banks 
was hid among a cluster of low cedars growing in an exposed 
position, on a rather open hill-side, near a gentleman’s residence, 
and within a stone’s throw of a much frequented lane. The nest 
was placed less than three feet from the ground and within six 
inches of the tips of the branches, amid the densest part of the 


foliage, by which it was well screened from observation. It was 
fastened to two of the tiny branchlets—pendent from one and rest- 
ing upon the other—and secured to each by strawberry vines and 
spider silk. 

On June 10 Mr. Banks was sauntering past the cedar and 
quite accidentally brushed the branches aside, disclosing an in- 
complete nest, and he observed on a bush near by a bird whose 
appearance was unfamiliar, apparently not much disturbed, but 
evidently interested in Bank’s presence. At that time the day- 
light was too far gone to admit of any accurate account being 
taken of the form or color of the bird, but sufficient was noted 
to identify it afterwards as a female Cape May Warbler. . And 
here I may add that though the nest was frequently visited during 
the following week, the male was not seen, nor was the song 
heard. 

On June 13 the nest was completed and two eggs were laid. 
During this visit the female was near at hand, and when Banks 
and a comrade withdrew to the shade of an adjoining tree she 
followed them and gave ample opportunity for a close and sat- 
isfactory examination—coming within a couple of yards and 
coolly pluming the feathers of wings and tail, all the time keeping 
her eye upon the intruders, but exhibiting no alarm nor uttering 
a single note. 

On June 16 the hen was discovered on the nest and was driven 
off. She did not fly more than a few yards, and then perching 
on a bush plumed her feathers while watching her disturbers, 
occasionally uttering a faint chirping note. This note did not 
seem like a call, nor an alarm; nor did the bird appear at all ex- 
cited. 

To insure the identification being perfect the bird was secured 
before the nest was taken. ‘his structure and the completed 
clutch of four eggs are before me as I write. The walls of the 
nest are composed of minute twigs of dried spruce, grasses, and 
strawberry vines, with spider’s webbing interwoven with the 
coarser fabrics and knotted into numerous little balls, which are 
bound upon the surface as if for ornament. The exterior is rather 
roughly made, but is more compact, and bears evidence of more 
art than is shown in the nest of the Magnolia Warbler, which it 
somewhat resembles. The interior, however, ismuch more neat- 
ly and artistically formed in the Cape May’s than in its congener’s. 


The lining is composed entirely of horsehair, and this is laid with 
precision, and shaped into a prettily formed cup, the brim being 
turned with exquisite grace. The dimensions of the nest are, 
outside, 24 inches high and 22 to 3 inches across the mouth ; 
inside, r{ inches deep and 12 inches wide. 

The eggs are of much the same dull white ground-color, of a 
slightly ashen hue, as that of the Magnolia’s. The form of the 
egg is different, however, the Cape May’s being less pyriform— 
the point less acute. The markings are of light and dark lilac, and 
yellowish and reddish tints of brown ; the brown being on the sur- 
face and the lilac underneath, the coatings of shell producing the 
various shades. As a rule the spots are circular and very small— 
many being quite minute—and are irregularly distributed, no two 
eggs bearing the same pattern, though in all four there is decided 
tendency to concentration in a ring near the large end; but on 
some there are spots over the larger part of the entire shell, while 


the small end of others. is immaculate. The measurements 


are .69 X .49, 05 X -49, 66 X .49, 66 x .48. 
My (7 
Auk, 2, Jan,, 1886, p. 39 - 36. 


BIRD NOTES FROM LONG ISLAND, N. Y. 
BY WILLIAM DUTCHER. 


_i, Passerculus princeps Maynard. IpswiIcH Sparrow Wishing to 
ascertain whether this species is as rare as it has been generally supposed 
to “be, or was_overlooked from the inaccessibility 6f its winter habitat, I 
arranged with two.of my correspondents to serd me all the individuals of 
this species that they could secure. Both of them spend the winter 
months on the beach, one at~Fire Islafid Tnlet and the other at Shinne- 
cock Bay, which is some forty mtés_further east. That they might be 
perfectly familiar with these bifds, I semtthem early in the autumn a skin 
of one asa sample. Decefnber 29, 1883, I received from my Fire Island 
correspondent twentyzrine specimens which he Shot between December 
17 and 29. He infofmed me that he had looked carefully but unsuccess- 
fully for them yatil December 17, when he found six and secured them all. 
Subsequent/to that time and prior to the 29th he secured twenty-three 
additional specimens. He also added that he usually observed them in 
ee. sometimes there would be three or four together. They 
wefe always found feeding on the seeds of tall grasses and weeds that 
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THE TONGUE OF THE CAPE MAY WARBLER. 


BY FREDERIC A. LUCAS. 


IN SEEKING to unravel the tangled skein of passerine birds, 
and to straighten out its intermingled loops, the taxonomist has 
sought to avail himself of every possible character, and, from 
the development of the embryo to the markings on the egg shell, 
little has been left untried. 

While the character of the tongue has not been overlooked, 
comparatively little use has been made of it, partly on account 
of the time and trouble required for the careful study of this 
organ, and partly perhaps from a doubt as to its value. In 
his ‘Review of North American Birds’ Prof. Baird, in treat- 
ing of the family Sylvicolide, compared the tongues of several 
species of this group with those of several species of Cere- 
bide, drawing particular attention to the tongue of Dendrotca 
tigrina and, mainly on this character, basing the genus 
Perissoglossa. 

Quite recently Dr. Gadow, in his paper on the ‘Structure of 
Certain Hawaiian Birds,’ has laid considerable stress upon the 
shape and structure of the tongue, using it as the principal 
character of one of his alternative keys to the arrangement of 
the families of birds therein discussed. Both Prof. Baird and 
Dr. Gadow have dwelt to some extent on the tongue of the 
Cerebide, the one using it to unite these birds with the Sylvi- 
colidz, the other to ally them with the Drepanidide. 

In this connection arise the questions: What is the exact 
taxonomic value of the tongue? and how constant is its pattern 
in any given group? ‘To these I would add another query: To 
what extent is the food of a bird indicated by the shape of the 
tongue? 

It is much easier to ask these questions than to answer them, 
and I am very far from being ready with a reply; still, having 
had occasion to recently examine the tongues of a number of 
birds, I am at least partly prepared with a response as to my 
own ideas on the subject. It would seem that the soft parts of 
birds would naturally be more plastic than the hard, and that 
while the bone yields more or less to the pull of the muscle and 
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is changed by internal and external conditions, that such organs 
as the tongue and viscera would be more easily influenced, 
especially by any change, either from choice or necessity, in 
the character of a bird’s food. If this be so, we should find 
differences between these parts in nearly related birds, while at 
the same time it should not surprise us to discover resemblances 
between them among forms separated by space, or skeletal 
structure, but whose food habits are similar. 

Careba cerulea and C. cyanea are certainly near relatives, 
and their skulls are so much alike that I doubt my ability to 
tell them apart, but their tongues, although the same in struct- 
ure, differ so decidedly that they may be distinguished from one 
another at a glance. Unfortunately, for lack of material, I can 
carry the subject no farther and am unable to say whether or 
not the tongue of cwrzlea is typical of the plainer colored species. 
Now about as far from America as one can readily get, in New 
South Wales, we find that one of the Honey-suckers (Acanztho- 
rhynchus tenutrostris) has a tongue structurally like that of 
Cereba, but elaborated and refined to a greater degree, being 
more slender, more tubular, and more finely feathered. Judged 
by cranial characters the two birds are widely separated, for, as 
Dr. Parker has pointed out, the palate of Acanthorhynchus has 
a feature in the relations of the premaxillaries and palatines 
found in the Ostrich but exceptional higher up the scale. Com- 
ing back to America, to the genus Dendroica, we will find 
that while the tongues of various species are constructed on the 
same plan, that there is great specific variation in the execution 
of details, the extremes, so far as I have examined, being 
marked by Dendroica maculosa and D. tigrina, and that 
while these extremes are widely separated, yet the gap between 
them is bridged over by other species which show intermediate 
stages. The Tanagers, too, show considerable diversity in their 
tongues, some being thick and fleshy, others thin and horny, 
while there is much less uniformity of plan in these birds than 
in the Warblers. While these facts are entirely too few to form 
the basis of a reply to the question, What is the value and con- 
stancy of pattern of the tongue? they seem at least to hint that 
while there may be a certain general structural plan in a given 
group of birds, that this plan is subject to great specific varia- 
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tions in its details, and cannot be too surely relied on, since it 
is liable to be copied by outsiders. . 

Next as to the relationship between food and tongue. The Sand- 
wich Islands Drepanididee have a most perfect tubular tongue, 
such as one might make on a gigantic scale by curling up the 
edges of a long slip of paper until they meet, and then tying them 
firmly in place. ‘These birds (some of them at least) have, like 
the Meliphagidz, a suctorial apparatus, so that if they do not 
feed on nectar it is not for lack of ability to do so. And yet some 
of these birds, as their stomachs testify, feed on fruit and some 
on spiders and insects. Certhzola has a brushy, twisted tongue, 
such as we find in some of the Meliphagide, but while these last 
are said to be honey-suckers par excellence, Certhtola seems to 
have a decided liking for insects. 

In the genus Cereéba (or Abelorhina) as wellasin Glossopiila, 
the tongue seems admirably fashioned for catching insects or 
sucking honey, and these birds feed on berries. So with the 
Hummingbirds, which have a good suctorial tongue and yet feed 
principally on insects, although they may perhaps have honey for 
dessert. 

Just here I wish to forestall a possible criticism. It is quite 
likely that in the cases just mentioned the birds may feed at some 
seasons on fruit, and at others on insects, but the point I would 
make is that even if they do, the tongue is no certain guide to the 
nature of the birds’ food. 

Coming finally to Dendroica tigrina, whose tongue has been 
used as a peg on which to hang this paper, if any one will take 
the trouble to compare the figure accompanying this paper— 
which was made from a specimen collected by my friend Mr. 
William Palmer— with figure 5, page 163, ‘Review of North 
American Birds,’ he will find that they do not agree with one 
another. If comparison is made with figure 4 of the same work, 
it will be seen that, making allowance for the personal equation 
of the two draughtsmen, the figures agree very well. If the 
tongues of Careda herein figured (Fig. 5-7) be compared 


1Mr, F. M. Chapman (Bull, Am. Mus. Nat. Hist. VI, p. 26) says that in Trinidad 
Arbelorhina cerulea and A. cyanea feed on the blossoms of the docs zmmortel, but he 
does not say that he examined the stomachs of any birds. Query: Were the birds after 
nectar or insects? 
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with 3 and 5 (same work) their structural resemblance will be 
evident, and the conclusion is unavoidable that, as at Babel, there 
has been a confusion of tongues, and that the principal character 
of the genus Perdssogdossa has originated ina mistake. Granting, 
however, that the tongue had been as figured, it hardly seems 
that the characters would have been sufficiently solid to form the 
foundation for a genus. 
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ENLARGED Ficures or Toncurs or Birps: 1. Dendroica tigrina; 2. D. 


maculosa; 3. Glossoptila campestris; 4. Acanthorhynchus tenutros- 
tris; 5 and 6. Cereba cyanea ; 7. C. cerulea. 


It may be said further that the tongue of Certhzola is also 
wrongly figured in the ‘Review of North American Birds,’ for it 
is not fimbriated, but brushy and twisted. Unfortunately such 
errors are bound to occur, and we must ever be on the watch for 
them; and I will only say in conclusion that if any one thinks 
them inexcusable, let him try to dissect and figure a dozen similar 
specimens and the crime will perhaps seem to have some exten- 
uating circumstances. 
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Dendroica aestiva, 
Catching ants. 
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Notes on Birds of Grand Ban's 

R. Ly. Newcemb. - 1678. 

: [Oa 

August 31, when eighty-two miles from land, a Yellow Warbler (Dendreca 

e@stiva) alighted on the vessel,-but soon flew away in the direction of the 

land, this making two specimens of this species that visited the vessel 
when out of sight of land. : 


Bull. N,O.0,. 4, April, 1879, p.128 


Notes em Birds of Grand Baxu’-s. 
R. LL. Newcomb. - 1878, 


Leper & , f 4875): This afternoon @ Yellow Warbler (Dendreca estiva) 
came aboard, but soon flew away. 


Bull, N.O.O, 4, April, 1879, p.128 


Birds Of Upper St, John. 
Batchelder, 


16. Dendroeca estiva (Gmel.) Bd. YELLOW WARBLER. — Rather 
common at Fort Fairfield. Not met with at Grand Falls. 


Oo. %,April, 1382, p,109 


Birds within Ten Miles of Point, 
ie Monts, Can, Comeau & Merriaxz 


12. Dendroeca estiva. SuMMER WaARBLER.—Not very common. 
First seen June 6, 1882. 


Bull, N,O.0, 7, Oct, 1882, p, 284 
Ornithological Trip to St. Bruno, P,Q. 
May 25,1885. H°D. Wintle, Montreal. 


Summer Warbler, scarce. 


0.&0O, XI, May.1686.p. 73° 


Last Dates Migratory Birds obse rved by 
E. D. Wintle, Fall1885, Montreal, Can. 


fae go. Summer Warbler. | 


0.20, XI, Mar.1886.p. vy 


Summer Birds of Bras D’Or Region 
Cape Breton Id,, N.S. J. Dwight, Jr, 


48. Dendroica estiva. 


Auk, 4, Jan., 1887, p.16 


| 


| 


An Ornithologists Summerin Lab 
re 
M. Abbott Frazar. vai 


Dendreca cestiva, Yellow Warbler. One seen 
on June 4th at Kegaska, another in August at ~ 
same place, 


O.& O. X11. Mar.1887.p. 34. 


Breeding Dates of Birds in Kings 
Covaty,N.S. Watson L. Bishop. 


Yellow Warbler (Dendreca estiva). June 5, 
he LOS: 


0.&0, XIII, Mar. 1888 p.45 


Birds of Sudburv. ¢ 
\.. . Alberger, ry, Ont, 


652. Summer Yellow Bird. Common, 


% &0, EV, June i820, v.gg 


denck ©, paw a & mara 


56. Dendroica estiva. YrLLow Warsier.— Four single individuals 
met with the latter part of July. 


Bucs of Se :  Carracle, 
posus WF 
fet tt, Fond ee 


auf, xx VY Jom 1907, Ar $3, 

246. Dendroica estiva. YELLow WARBLER.— Regular summer resi- 
dent, abundant May 2 to July 19 (May 4 to September 9, 1906); earliest 
spring record April 18, 1899; latest fall record September 16, 1899 (J. 
Hughes Samuel); breeds abundantly (May 23 to June 12). 
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Birds of Dead River Region, Me. F.H.O. 


20. Dendreca wstiva, (Yellow Warbler). This 
lovely Warbler was found in nearly all portions 
of the counties. It preferred the vicinity of habi- 
tations, and was not observed at all in the ever- || 652. Yellow Warbler. Common at Booth- 
| green forests. Its nidification was twice observed | bay in the open bushes. 
at Kingfield, the nests in each instance being | 
| placed in a crab apple tree. : 


0.&0O. XI. Sep. 1886. p, 129 


Birds of Hilleboro Co. N.H. June 2'7,'03 
Arthur M.Farmer, Amoskeag,N.H, 
Yellow Warbler, one pair seen by the 
brook. 


Q.& O Vol.17, Sept.1892 p.136 


Birés Obsvd. near Holderness, N.H 
June 4-12, ’85, and 4-11, '°86,W. Faxon 


Dendroica zstiva. SumMER YELLOW-BIRD.—Not common. 


Auk, V. April, 1888. p.156 


Bds. Obs. at Franconia and Bethlehem 
N.H. July- Auguat, 1874. J,A.Allen 


36. Dendroica estiva. Frequent. 


Auk, V. April, 1888. p.154 


ue Moten GAP Aen _ Profile House, N. H, Aug.1865. 
Ary. 
Au, /3 Bye Beach, N..1871. 


AO 
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Bye Beach, LF. July 23-24 1885. 
N, H. June. 17-1887. 


Bas. Obs. in Franconia, N.H. June 11-21 
86, and June4-Aug. 1,’87, W.Faxon 


59. Dendroica estiva. YrLtow WarBLER.—Rare.” 


Auk, V. April, 1888, p.152 


Birds Obs. at Bridgewater, N.H 
July12-Sept. 4, 1683. F.H. Allon 


Dendroica zstiva.x—Not common. 


Auk, VI. Jan., 1889. p.'7'7 


Bds. Obs. near Sheffield, Berkshire 
Oy, Mass. June 17-26, ‘68. W. "axon 


Auk, VI. Jan., 1889.p.45 
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59. Dendroica estiva. 
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YELLOw WarBLeR.— Not uncommon in the 


1 anepie— 


ee eo eds Sie es EE, GE 
(AAD, VE ati etn ty poi [Cbaktroes ) 
| 4 = Fy aioe 25- Llan 
ot ws eas <p a Wo 1S KD tend Conr E 
(Aes te ce tc 27 xe, Ke Puck OBS Gb fictxfir i ee Ce 4 
TEL ap sn 


Sur 7. 
— Sat t2. MG 20 $41 


2 Es SmaPOre mia gi ome save D Iny 


th ‘< Winchendon, Mass. June, 1888. 


a 


fa 


i! q é ae - 
es Ad Sadheap . BEA Zi " fe 9) & pi yee Mass. 18go, 


a 7 ’ 
fhe 5 7 bey in " 
Niedrvriea Abin Cu; &! Falmouth, Mass. 1889. 


Wes 


Mass. (near Concord ). 


1887 ; 
Mong $5 92705 WE 122168 (79234 9,6%. 
Sune mats ie 6<. eo a ITS 19% 
eis tS 7x10 ee [#23 % 24%. 3% 
hg. $4 9% 10%. IMs _ Ibs 


Q a Dect # preg bad op ent 


Se sapere Mass. ARE, 1888, 


Ge Be so 
"1g a z, , 
if 2 Besaiees Tonia Me take oe cA 


& Falmouth, Mass. 1889, 
é a 4 Sk 


Mass. (near Concord ). 


1887 ‘ 
Mon ¥% 9%)0* y= a2 168 /7 2 EA i 
ery iz yt eds, Ie ie 19h, 
aay 25. ro% nk. 23% 24h. 3hy 
Hus. 8% ee Hoi 1g «1s 


Kone ae i. ean 


SS57 


Yi, a Gang A Occurs bes Gawd Caeehag 


Lb AA 61E4 Atpla 


Mass. (near Cambridge). 
LE 00 


Hho [fb Cenn Paton / 


Neratlicrean bitbere 


Wellesley, Mass, 


dag. ASeal 9, L /), z }2,+ 13,2 yy it oy med obs 


| prove Y, i 


| C-¢ AA » » | Mrs fee 
| Is le ‘2 Me 4. y; mie 9, 2 $+? 10. 2 bart VPA HOS 36," 44 


if 


W, Middlesex Co. Mass. 


ae 
June 25-30, 1889, Ct phnniee 
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Birds Known to Pass Breeding S B G 
: : ge Season - ds. Obs, near Graylock M1 kgshi 
ur. Winchendon, Mass. Wm. Prewsier Co, Mass. June 28- July ls. W. Faxon 


52. Dendroica estiva. YELLOW WARBLER. Seen only near the vil- 
Aa ee ee | lage of North Adams. But it must be borne in mind that I spent very 
| little time in the lower country of Northern Berkshire. 


Auk, V, Oct,, 1888. p.380 | Auk, Vl. April, 1889. p.103 


Birds of Bristol County, Mass. 
F. W.Andros. 


| Avi, — Sea 13 
Dendroica estiva (Gmel.) Yellow Warbler.’ 
Summer resident, common. Breeds. ; 
‘Yellow Warblers “pyeantd at” 
Ga hile: lege 
0.80. Vill, June.1883.p.42. 
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Denidrocca aestera 
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Dendroica zstiva. A single bird was heard singing on Mt. Greylock 
at 2500 feet elevation. 


epee Nelo tHawe, fr. 76 fu} Waar . 
Suk, XIX, Oct., 1903. pw. 70o-- 


nnecticut, June, 18938 
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Bds. Obs. at Litt © anc Great Gull T.- 
lands, N.Y. yee, ‘86 B.A. Dutch r, 


e 
2\. ee. Dendroica estiva. YrLtLow WarBLER.—Standing on the concrete. 
at the foot of the tower on foggy nights and looking upward, we could see 
around the lantern a broad halo of light, probably one hundred feet in 
diameter. Outside of this halo was total darkness. This phenomenon, 
I presume, was caused by the reflection and refraction of the light by. the 
minute particles of water in the vicinity of the lantern; and the darkness 
beyond was due to the fact that very little, if any, of the small portion of 
light that penetrated beyond the fifty-foot limit reached the eye. The mi- 
gration, which had just begun when Iarrived, could be splendidly observed 
by means of this patch of light. The birds could be seen flying to and 
fro in all directions, generally keeping within the ring, as if reluctant to 
leave the region of light and go into the darkness beyond. Although it 
would be an easy thing to distinguish the different families from each other 
in the strong light of the lantern, it would take a good deal of practice to 
tell the species apart. One species, however, was easily distinguishable 
as the birds flew back and forth,—the Yellow Warbler. It was, indeed, a 
pretty sight to see these birds flitting around, their yellow breasts and 
bellies illumined by the rays from the lantern. I identified but one other 
species in the halo, the Redstart. Chas. B. Field said, however, that he 
could sometimes in the migrations distinguish Robins and Catbirds. He 
also remarked that in the fall migration all the birds struck on theW. mens 
side of the lantern, instead of on the E. N. E., as it might be supposed 
they would. All the birds that were picked up from the concrete were also 
on the W. S. W. side of the tower, showing that they very probably struck 
onthatside. In the morning after every cloudy night, various Warblers, 
that had either been weakened by striking ind had not the strength to go 
on, or had been caught by daylight and s opped to feed, would be seen 
flying around the shores of the island. Three species were thus observed, 
Black-and-white Warblers, Yellow Warblers, and Redstarts, of which the 
second species was most common. In fact the Yellow Warblers were seen 
on both Great Gull and Little Gull Islands. But few birds of any kind 
struck during my stay, probably because, although a number of the nights 
were foggy, none were stormy. 


Auk, Vl. April, 1889. vo. /J0-/3/. 


Birds of the Adirondack Region. 
©. HH, Merriam, 


i Y ; n R YELLOW-BIRD. — 
24. Dendreeca estiva (Gmelin) Baird. SUMME E 


reeds s mon. 
Breeds, but not very com 


Bull, N,.O.0, 6, Oct, 1881, p. 227 


Birds observed in Neval Hospital 
Grounds, Brooklyn, G,H,Couea 


30. Dendroeca estiva. YrELLoOw WarBLer, — Common; breeds. 


Bull. N,O.O. 4,Jan, 2 1879, De 32 


Arrivals of Mig’y Birds, Spring-1886 
Central Park, N.Y. Oity,.A.G. Pai.) Jr. 


a May 4, Dendroica estiva, (652). Yellow 
Warbler. af 
0Q,& 0, SI, July.1826.p. 109 


The Singing of Birds, H.P.Bicknell. 


Dendroeca zestiva. SumMER WARBLER. 


Sings from its arrival in late April through July, but usually 
with diminished frequency toward the end of the month, although 
in some years it continues in full song nearly until mid-August. 
Ordinarily singing ceases in the second week of August; rarely 
earlier, but sometimes later. Extreme dates are August 4, 5, 
and g, and August 18 and 19. ‘This is the season of the bird’s 
departure. Auk, I, July, 1884, p. 2/2. 


MASS. ( Middlesex Co.) 


Birds ef Western North Oarolina. 
William Brewster. 
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40. Dendroica zstiva. YELLOW WarsBLerR.—Abundant everywhere to incessant singing, I think the Yellow 

below 2800 feet, especially in willows and sycamores along the banks of | Warbler deserves the laurels. All day long, 

streams. Throughout the region its song was very different from that of an nearly so, it keeps up its pleasing tune at 

our northern bird and bore a much closer resemblance to the song of the the rate on an average of six vocal perform- 

Nashville Warbler, for which, indeed, I at first mistook it. | ances every minute. I have had opportunity 

Auk, 3, April, 1886. p. #383 74. lately to notice the singing of an individual 

| Yellow Warbler and I find that every ten 

seconds, on an average, he rolls out his ditty; 

hout the day. Now 
iy eb ed es aay yposing he begins at | 
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jt and the same time | 
_ we will also give him 
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The Singing of Birds, H.P.Bicknell. 


Dendrceca zstiva. SumMMER WARBLER. 


Sings from its arrival in late April through July, but usually 
with diminished frequency toward the end of the month, although 
in some years it continues in full song nearly until mid-August. 
Ordinarily singing ceases in the second week of August; rarely 
earlier, but sometimes later, Extreme dates are August 4, 5, 
and 9, and August 18 and 19. This is the season of the bird’s 
departure. Auk, I, July, 1884. p. 2/2. 


MASS. (Middlesex Co.) 


| Sheek , Co ny Krferd, 
Hind ot GO wm ferns Brucocn Zin, 


Birds ef Western North Osrolina. Y 
William Erewster. a Mhefimoltc rk 
) As 


40. Dendroica zstiva. YELLOW WarRBLER.—Abundant everywhere to incessant singing, I think the Yellow 
below 2800 feet, especially in willows and sycamores along the banks of | Warbler deserves the laurels. All day long, 
streams. Throughout the region its song was very different from that of Borne nearly so, it keeps up its pleasing tune at 
our northern bird and bore a much closer resemblance to the song of the the rate on an average of six vocal perform- 
Nashville Warbler, for which, indeed, I at first mistook it. | ances every minute. I have had opportunity 

Auk, 8, April, 1886. p. #8 174. lately to notice the singing of an individual 

| Yellow Warbler and I find that every ten 

seconds, on an average, he rolls out his ditty; 
and he keeps it up throughout the day. Now 
let us figure on this. Supposing he begins at 
6 A.m. (and I have known him to begin at 4 
o’clock) and sings until 7 p.m. We will allow 
him one hour for breakfast and the same time 
for dinner and supper and we will also give him 
a generous allowance of an hour's resting spell 
inthe middle of the afternoon. (But let me 
say here that I have known him to sing at all 
his meals and never knew him to take a mid- | 
afternoon rest.) But with these generous 
allowances, what is the result? Why, during 
the lapse of one short day he has sung us 
3,240 little songs. They all are the same to be 
sure, but none the less pleasing for all that. 
The study of the notes of birds is a most 


pleasing and instructive one to me. 
Neil F. Posson. 
Medina, N.Y. O,& O, XIV, tug .1889 p. 
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>, Bicknell, 


Dendreeca estiva. SumMER WARBLER. 


Sings from its arrival in late April through July, but usually 
with diminished frequency toward the end of the month, although 
in some years it continues in full song nearly until mid-August. 
Ordinarily singing ceases in the second week of August; rarely 
earlier, but sometimes later. Extreme dates are August 4, 5, 
and g, and August 18 and 19. This is the season of the bird’s 
departure. Auk, I, July, 1884, p. 2/2. 
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70. Dendroica estiva. YELLOW WaARBLER.—Abundant everywhere to incessant singing, I think the Yellow 
below 2800 feet, especially in willows and sycamores along the banks of W: arbler deserves the laurels. All day long, 

streams. Throughout the region its song was very different from that of or nearly so, it keeps up its pleasing tune He 

our northern bird and bore a much closer resemblance to the song of the the rate on an average of six vocal perform- 

Nashville Warbler, for which, indeed, I at first mistook it. ances every minute. I have had opportunity 

Auk, 3, April, 1866. p. FS ITY. lately to notice the singing of an individual 

Yellow Warbler and I find that every ten 
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A Four-Storied Nest. 


At a meeting of the London Ornithological 
Section of the Entomological Society of Ontario, 
Mr. J. Osborn exhibited a four-storied nest of 
the Yellow Warbler (Dendroica cestiva), which 
he had recently taken near London. In the 
lower story a Cowbird’s egg had been laid, 
then the second story was put on and another 
Cowbird’s egg laid, a third story added anda 
third Cowbird’s egg laid in it, and in the 
fourth story were two eggs of the Warbler 
herself, 

Mr, H. Stevenson reported a nest of the 
same species, seven inches deep outside, which 
had the appearance of having been built in 
different seasons, but the nest was unfortun- 
ately lost on the drive in from the country. 

Other members of the section reported 
haying found nests of the Yellow Warbler 
with a single Cowbird’s egg partly buried in 
the floor of the nest so that it would not hatch. 
In one instance the young were hatched and 
the Cowbird’s egg rotten when found. 

D, Arnott. 
ly,1890. p, 7%. 
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after laying two eggs another egg of the 


Cowbird was left in her care. Still being 
determined not to be the foster mother to 
these strangers, she added another story 
to her already large nest. After laying 
three egos her rest was again visited by 
the Cowbird and two eggs left there. Her 
little. heart failed her this time and she 
submitted to what seemed to her to be in- 
evitable and commenced incubation. I 
had not the heart to take her nest at this 
time. In due course the young were 
hatched and to my surprise the Cowbirds 
were the first to see light, and they formed 
quite a nest full of themselves. But when 
the young warblers were hatched, I un- 
ceremoniously tumbled the Cowbirds out. 
The old birds did not seem much pleased 
with my actions. Still as I from a child 
always took the part of the weak side I 
felt as if IT had done my duty. When the 
young had flown I seeured the nest to- 
gether with the eggs in the two lower 
stories of this queer house, and it is now 
in my possession. These eggs were still as 
fresh as if just laid. A friend of mine took 
a nest of the same bird in Worcester, 
Mass., in 1872, of two stories.—Chas. 7. 
Morrison, Fort McKinney, 
Territory. 


Wyoming 


0.80. IX, Oct, 1884, p. /24 


Bunting’s egg. 
two eggs of the Warbler. 


nest on the 


Large Set of Eggs of the Yellow 
Warbler. 


BY T. W. GLOVER, WHITMAN, MASS. 


Thinking that the nesting of a Yellow War- 
bler (Dendrocca wstiva) the set of which con- 
tained six ege's of that bird and one of the Cow 
Bunting may be of some interest to the readers 
of the O. & O. I submit the following: 

On May 16th, 1888, while searching for birds 
in a small bit of swamp on the shore of a pond, 
I found the nest of a Yellow Warbler about 
one half done, the bird being busy at work. 
On the 19th I visited the nest again, and found 
it completed and it contained an egg of the 
Cow Bunting. Thinking that the Warbler 
might build a new bottom to the nest, leaving 
the Cowbird’s egg below, I went again on the 
20th and found an egg of the Warbler with the 


On the 21st the nest contained 
T next visited the 


25th and found it contained five 


egos of the Warbler, and on the 26th I found 


the nest to contain six e 
| the old bird sitting. 
I then took them. 


ly the same ; 
were consumed in depositing the six eggs I 
think there can be no doubt about their belong- 


gos of the Warbler and 


The coloring is substantial- 
in the six eggs, and as six days 


ing to the same bird. 
he lower part of the nest was composed of 


cotton waste, 
tories near by- 
and plant down. 


probably from some of the fac- 
The remainder was of grasses 
It was about six feet from 


the ground. 59, XII, Sept. 1888 P.1°* 


| had been laid. 
| see a Red-winged Blackbird’s nest built in the 


Brief Notes. 


One day in early June, 1891, while I was 
searching a small swamp near here, I dis- 
covered a nest of the Summer Warbler. The 
nest was situated in a fork formed by four 
upright twigs. After watching a few moments 
I noticed the constructors of this little gem 
busily engaged in putting on the finishing 
touches. 

Three days later I returned in hopes of find- 
ing the eggs but I saw neither the eggs nor 


\the birds; I went away disappointed but 


returned a week later, hoping that the eggs 
Judge of my surprise then, to 


same fork. The nest which contained three 


| eggs was built directly over the Warbler’s little 


house ; the side of one being interwoven with 


\ that of the other. 


Undoubtedly the Blackbird, with superior 


| size and strength, had driven the occupants of 
| this little summer home away, selfishly appro- 
| priating this favored site to themselves. 


R. H. White, Jr. 


| Chestant O. Vols17, June, 1892 Pp: 96 


A Four-Storied Nest. 


Ata meeting of the London Ornithological 
Section of the Entomological Society of Ontario, 
Mr, J. Osborn exhibited a four-storied nest of 
the Yellow Warbler (Dendroica wstiva), which 
he had recently taken near London. In the 
lower story a Cowbird’s egg had been laid, 
then the second story was put on and another 
Cowbird’s egg laid, a third story added and a 
third Cowbird’s egg laid in it, and in the 
fourth story were two eggs of the Warbler 
herself. 

Myr. II. Stevenson reported a nest of the 
same species, seven inches deep outside, which 

| had the appearance of having been built in 
OLOGIST [Vol. 9-No. 10 


Yellow Warbler vs. Cowbird. 


In the O. and O. of March, (Vol. ix, 
page 34,) Mr. C. R. Keyes mentions hay- 
ing found a Scarlet Tanager’s (P. rubra) 


| Bunting’s e 
| two eggs of the Warbler. 


} nest on the 


Large Set of Eggs of the Yellow 
Warbler. 


BY T. W. GLOVER, WHITMAN, MASS. 


Thinking that the nesting of a Yellow War- 
bler (Dendrocea estina) the set of which con- 
tained six eggs of that bird and one of the Cow 
Bunting may be of some interest to the readers 
of the O. & O. I submit the following: 

On May 16th, 1888, while searching for birds 
in a small bit of swamp on the shore of a pond, 
I found the nest of a Yellow Warbler about 
one half done, the bird being busy at work. 
On the 19th I visited the nest again, and found 
it completed and it contained an egg of the 
Cow Bunting. ‘Thinking that the Warbler 
might build a new bottom to the nest, leaving 
the Cowbird’s egg below, I went again on the 
20th and found an egg of the Warbler with the 


On the 21st the nest eontained 
T next visited the 


25th and found it contained five 


oo 
s8- 


eggs of the Warbler, and on the 26th I found 
nest with a Cowbird’s (AZ, Pecoris) egg | the nest to contain six eges of the Warbler and 
embedded in the bottom. This recalls to j the old bird sitting. bstantial 
; 3 ; ‘ “a -them. The coloring is substantial 
mind a Yellow Warbler’s (2. vestiva) nest } fons ps ae oe Wat and as six days 
Fema Ts Be ck ake : | ly the same in the Six e356 aie 
1 by me at Fort Laramie in 1880, were consumed in depositing the six eggs I 
which shows how persistent these birds think there ean be no doubt about their belong- 
are sometimes in trying to evade hatching ing to the same bird. 
the eges of the Cowbird; but in this case | ‘Phe lower part of the nest w f the fac 
x ry as probe from some 0 ac- 
the pecoris got the better of the wstiva in ea raSSes 
. : The remainder was of grasses 
the end. The nest was placed in a rose- 


It was about six feet from 
bush, when, after laying one egg, two Cow- 


as composed of 


cotton waste, 
tories near by+ 
and plant down. 


the ground. 0.&0. XI. Sert. 1888 p.134 


bird’s eggs were deposited in it. The s- 
tiva immediately went to work and built 
another nest on the top of these eggs ; but 
_ after laying two eggs another egg of the 
Cowbird was left in her care. Still being 
determined not to be the foster mother to 
these strangers, she added another story 
to her already large nest. After laying 
three eges her nest was again visited by 
the Cowbird and two eggs left there. Her 
little heart failed her this time and she 
submitted to what seemed to her to be in- 
eyitable and commenced incubation. I 
had not the heart to take her nest at this 
time. In due course the young were 
hatched and to my surprise the Cowbirds 
were the first to see light,and they formed 
quite a nest full of themselves. But when 
the young warblers were hatehed, I un- 
ceremoniously tumbled the Cowbirds out. 
The old birds did not seem much pleased 
with my actions. Still as I from a child 
always took the part of the weak side I 
felt as if I had done my duty. When the 
young had flown I secured the nest to- 
gether with the eggs in the two lower 
stories of this queer house, and it is now 
in my possession. These eges were still as 
fresh as if just laid. A friend of mine took 
a nest of the same bird in Worcester, 
Mass., in 1872, of two stories.— Chas. 7. 
Morrison, Fort McKinney, Wyoming 
Territory. 


0,.&0. 1X. Oct, 1884. p. /24 


Brief Notes. 


One day in early June, 1891, while I was 


searching a small swamp near here, I dis- 


covered a nest of the Summer Warbler. The 
nest was situated in a fork formed by four 
upright twigs. After watching a few moments 
I noticed the constructors of this little gem 
busily engaged in putting on the finishing 
touches. 

Three days later I returned in hopes of find- 
ing the eggs but I saw neither the eggs nor 
the birds; I went away disappointed but 
returned a week later, hoping that the eg¢s 
had been laid. Judge of my surprise then, to 
see a Red-winged Blackbird’s nest built in the 
samefork. The nest which contained three 
| eggs was built directly over the Wavrbler’s little 
house ; the side of one being interwoven with 

that of the other. 
) Undoubtedly the Plackbird, with superior 
| size and strength, had driven the occupants of 
this little summer home away, selfishly appro- 
| priating this favored site to themselves. 
R. I. White, Jr. 
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A SUMMER YELLOW-BIRD FEEDS A YouNG Ropin.—To- 
day I saw a summer Yellow-bird flitting among some locust, 
trees, with a large worm in his beak. I followed him up 
until I saw him go to a locust tree where a young Robin was 
perched. He fed it just the same as its mother would, and 
went after another worm. He fed it quite a good while, and 

| then gat on the same limb the young Robin was on. When 
he caught an insect he would always feed the robin. I do 
not see how the Robin could eat so much. I watched them 
quite a good while, until I got tired, and left them both 
perched on the same limb.—/J, P. Loose, Hagerstown, Md. 


0.&0, IX, July.1884. p.9Jo. 


i 


Stan Oologist. 1542. A Pive-story Nest ofthe Summer_YLellow-bird. By W. L. Scott. Auk, V11, tan 
Ibid., p. 120. 1890. p. v2. 


fe Young Ool.1529. The Summer Yellowbird and Cowbird Again. B E{d.] 
S. Blowman]. 7écd., No. 4, Aug., 1884, p. 53. a 
} Vireo, containing ay Cowbird’s eggs, 


‘Young Oologist. 1537. A Four-story Nest of the Summer Yellowbird. By L[ewis] H. Auk, Vi1 Jan 
A[dams]. JZdéd., p. 107. 1890. D. 5s. 
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Dendroica caerulescens. 


Breezy Point, Warren, N.H. Nest. 


1894, 


June 25, 


Hearing a Black-throated Blue Warbler (by the roadside 
near the bridge this morning) sing a number of times in the 
same place behind me I went to the spot and almost immediately 
saw the nest which was placed just 11 1/2 inches above the 
ground near the top of a. little spruce sapling whieh stood a= 
lone in a small opening surrounded by young spruces, maples 
and birches @n a knoll near the road, There were three young 
birds fully feathered and about to leave and (as I afterwards 
aseertained ) an addled egg. The Reibic. Wie derdinnd in a 
crouching posture just above the nest and remained thus, per- 
fectly immovable, for a minute or more when I stepped forward 
and startled her. She and the male then came flitting about 
me chirping exactly like Snow-birds, In the afternoon when I 
took Faxon to see this nest we found that one of the young 
hatd gone, The other two were missing on the morning of the 
27th but the old male was still singing fitfully near the 


nest. 


We visited the Black-throated Blue Warbler's nest which 


I found on the 25th and took it. The young had all departed 


but the male parent sang a few times near by. An addled egg 


lay in the pottom of the nest which was thoroughly soaked by 


the recent rains, I took both nest and egg. 
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Birds of Upper St, John. 
Batchelder, 


17. Dendreeca cerulescens (Lizn.) Bd. BLACK-THROATED BLUE 
WarBLER.—Rather common at Fort Fairfield. At Grand Falls it was 
common in hard woods where the underbrush was thick. 
Bull, N,O.0, 7,April, 1832, p,109 


Summer Birds of Sudbury, Ont. 
A. H. Alberger, 


654, Black-throated Blue Warbler. Toler- | 
ably common. a 


—e sa | 
~ — 


0,&0, XY, June, 1890, p.sg 


ight, “ummer Birds ef 
cincé Béward island, 


Dendroica cerulescens. BLACK-THROATED BLUE WARBLER.— A few 
were detected at Souris. I did not see such extensive hard-wood timber 
anywhere else on the island, and as the species has a decided preference 
for such localities, its absence elsewhere is perhaps not to be wondered at. 


Auk X, Jan, 1893. pls 


; , General Notes, 
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Weies on Cape Breton Summer Birds. 
Francis H, Allen. 


Dendrot y aro erates 7 
aca cerulescens, one individual of which he found near Baddeck. 


Auk XII. Jan, 1896 p, go 
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57. Dendroica cerulescens. Buack-rHRoarEp Birur WarBiEr.— 
Fairly common during the latter part of July, more so in August. 


forrco of LovmeZe, Cauriad a, 
24 J arma MW Flemgg | 
Rutt, Faucd us. 

£, XK UV Down. 1907. A, & 3, 

247. Dendroica cerulescens. Buack-rHroatEp BLUE WARBLER.— 
Regular migrant, abundant May 8 to 24, and August 28 to September 29; 
earliest spring record May 2, 1900; latest fall record October 5, 1895 (J. 
Hughes Samuel). 


Birds of Dead River Region, Me. F. H.C. 


21. Dendreca cerulescens, (Black-throated Blue 
Warbler), I had fully expected to find this species 
one of the most abundant Warblers of the region 
but such was not the case. Only three instances 
of positive identification was recorded, these be- 
ing a pair breeding on Mt. Bigelow, a male secured 
at Jerusalem and a young male seen at Stratton. 
I thought I detected the notes of this bird while 
| walking along the ‘‘tote” road from Smith’s farm 
_ to Tim Pond, but am not positive. The nest of 
this species found at Mt. Bigelow was placed in 
the forks of a bush-of the mountain blueberry, 
scarcely raised from the ground; both birds were 
at work upon it, giving it the finishing touches of 
a master hand, or bill. 


O.&0O. XI. Sep. 1886. p. 129 
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Summer Birds of Presidential Range, 
White Mts. A.P,Chadbourne 


30. Dendroica czrulescens. BLACK-THROATED BLuE WARBLER. — 
Not uncommon at the base, and as high as the second mile post of the 
carriage road. Was not found above this. 


Auk, 4, April 1867, p.10¢ 


B?s. Obs. at Franconia and Bethlehem 
N.H. July- August, 1874. J,A.Allen 


35. Dendroica czrulescens. Common. 
Auk, V. April, 1888, p.154 
Bas. Obs. in Franconia, N.H, June 1-21 
86, and June4- Aug. 1,'87, W. Faxon 
60. Dendroica czrulescens. BLACK-THROATED BLUE WARBLER — 


Common. 


Auk, V. April, 1888. p.168 


Birds Obsvd. near Holderness, N.H 
June 4-12, ’85, and4-i11, "836, W. Faxon 


Dendroica czrulescens. BLACK-THROATED BLUE WARBLER. — 
One seen. 


Auk, V. April, 1888. p.156 


Dendroica caerulescens in New Hampshire in 


. November. 


220 Myrtle St. 
Warten N.H. 
Nov.4th, 1902. 
Dear Mr.Deane, 

We have a note which may be of interest to you. on. 
lick oben Wear betanobaes saw in our apple trees two apparently 
immature male Dendroica caerulescens. She could hardly be- 
lieve her eyes, and I could hardly believe her. Another ,mem- 
ber of the family saw one bathing the next day.) On Nov.ist I 
saw an adult male and to-day there is one flitting abéut the 
apple treés again. I think there is a seaeue: but am not 


absolutely certain. The one I have seén is an elegant fellow, 


perfectly characteristic, and I have examined him with opera 


glass at less than 15 ft. distance. 
Is not this unusual for November? 
Yours-— 


F.W.Batechelder. 


(copy of letter on file). 


~ Dendroica caerulescens in New Hampshire on Nov.7, 1902. 


220 Myrtle St., 
Manchester, N.H. 


Nov.13, 1902. 
Dear Mr.Deane, 


Letter ree'd. Thanks. I have an addition to 


make to.note on Dendr.caer. Same remained on our grounds till 


Nov. 7th, the one seen on that day being a fine adult male. A 
friend brought me ee eake day a description of what she at. 
first took to be a nuthatech but after examination decided was 
not. The deser. was perfect for the warbler in question. 
This was in quite in another eat of the city. x x xx. 

; F.W.Batchelder. 


(copy of postal on file). 


60, Dendroica czrulescens. BLACK-THROATED BLUE WARBLER. — 
Very common on the lower slopes of the mountain from the base to 


about 2000 feet. They inhabit the more-open deciduous woods, the 
males singing most frequently about the openings where a few trees 
have been cut out, and sprouts and fallen logs cover the ground. I 
started a female from a little bush on the edge of a clearing, where she 
had commenced té-build her nest, a foot above the ground. 


8,344. 
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Notes on Birds of Winchendon, Mass. 
William Brewster. 


Dendroica cerulescens.—The only Black-throated Blue Warbler met 
with during either year was a male shot June 17, 1888. This bird was 
singing steadily in a dense growth of young hemlocks on a hillside. As 
there were no beds of yew (the favorite nesting place of this species) in 
the neighborhood, and as we had passed several previous mornings in the 
same woods without hearing the bird, it is probable that he had strayed 
some distance away from his mate and nest, or that he was a bachelor 
wandering aimlessly about the country. 


Auk, V, Oct,, 1888, p. 391 
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Bir is “rown to Pass Breecing Season 
nr. Winchendon, Mass. Wm. Brewster 
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Auk, V, Oct,, 1888, p.389 


Bds. Obs, near Sheffield, Berkshire 
Oy, Mass. June i7-26, ’88. WW. !"axon 


58. Dendroica cerulescens. BLACK-THROATED BLurE Warsier.— 
Common on the Taconic Mts. from their base to summit. Wherever the 
mountain sides presented a fine growth of maple, chestnut, etc., with a 
dense under-growth of mountain laurel (Kalmea latifolia), the drawling 
notes of this bird were sure to be heard. Indeed I have nowhere found 
them more abundant than here. They are equally common in similar 
places in the northwestern part of Connecticut. 


Auk, VI. Jaa. * 1889, p.45 


Bds. Obs. near Graylock Mt. Berkshire 
Co, Mass. June 28-July 16, W. Faxon 


53. Dendroica czrulescens. BLACK-THROATED BLur WARBLER.— 
Quite common on the mountains up to at least 3000, feet. Prefers woods 
with a good share of deciduous trees, maple, birch, beech, oak, etc. 
Among the innumerable specimens seen, but two were females. 


Auk, V1. April, 1889, p.103 
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W. Middlesex Co. Mass, 
Jane 25-20, 1889, 
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Nest Twonsend, Ashby, Framingham---~ A male heard June 
20th in thickets of laurel near West townsend, another June 29th 
in a deep glen, also among laurel, near Ashby; two July Ist about 

Hileh burg 
three miles north Of remteeHem in low lying dark woods where the 


undergrowth was wholly of laurel. ‘“e searched for the species in 


vain on and near Mt Watatic. 


Black-throated Blue Warbler (Dendroica cerulescens ccrulescens) 
Nesting in Sterling, Massachusetts — I have been collecting about 
Lancaster, Mass., smce 1897 and I have never found but one Black- 
throated Blue Warbler’s nest until today. 

My friend Mr. Herbert Parker told me he had found what he was sure 
was a Black-throated Blue’s nest, in Sterling, which is the next town to 
Lancaster, about due west. I went with him the next day (May 28, 1911) 
and found the nest with the female on it. She glided off and I shot her, 
to be absolutely sure about the identity. The nest was placed in a laurel 
bush ( Kalmia latifolia) about eleven inches from the ground and contained 
four fresh eggs. It was a typical nest of this species, lined with the dark 
fibres that are usually used. 

Later in the day we found another nest, in a laurel bush, about two feet 
from the ground. It contained four eggs slightly incubated. As the 
female was very tame and gave us every opportunity to identify her, 
I did n’t shoot her, as it seemed unnecessary; especially as I had collected 
the parent bird with the first set. 

I located another pair in this same wood, but failed to find their nest.— 
Joun E. Tuayer, Lancaster, Mass. Pek LLY Ith Grlg IAA IAITL: 


Rare Long Island Birds, 


- 


Dutcher, 
| Dendroica dominica. YELLOW-THROATED Warsier.—This very rare 
| specimen is a male, and was shot by Mr. Akhurst in the same locality 
| in which he secured the Cerulean Warbler. It is the only one he ever 


| saw on Long Island. # 
Auk X. duty, 1803-3 27% 


Some Birds of Lewis Co,N.Y, 
CG. Hart Merriam 


Dendreeca ceerulescens, | > pent tian thon : 


Bull. N.O.C, 8, April, 1878. p.53 


Arrivals of Mig’y Birds. Spri 
Central Park,N.Y. Ga ee ee 


May 10, Dendroica cawrulesceus, (654). Black- 
throated Blue Warbler. 


0.&0O. XI, July.1886.p.108 


. pr a i Anda ac kK Regio n. 
Birds of the Adironaack Moe 
C.B,Merria. 


2x, Dendroeca czerulescens (Linn.) Baird. BLACK-THROATED BLUE 
eet —Common summer resident, usually breeding in hard timber. 
arts of the woods. 


Have found it in all p 
Bull, N. Q.C; @,Oct, 1881, Pp. Oo7 
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May 10 to 15. 
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Black-throated Blue Warbler. Not common. 
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Birds ef Western North Carolina. 
William brewsier, 


71. Dendroica czrulescens. BrLack-rHroaTeD Biur Warsier.—l 
heard the first Black-throated Blue Warbler on the crest of the Cowee 
Mountains, but at the time supposed it to be a belated migrant. On the 
following day, however, others were met with at Cullasaja Falls, and 
along the road between that point and Highlands many were seen or 
heard. In the neighborhood of Highlands they were everywhere numer- 
ous, and in the extensive rhododendron swamps, literally swarming 
and evidently settled for the season, if not actually breeding. Mr. Boyn- 
ton tells me that he regularly hears them singing in these swamps through 
June and July, but he has never found the nest. On the Black Mountains 
they were scarcely less numerous in belts of rhododendrons bordering 
streams at between 3200 and 4500 feet, but curiously enough none were 
seen above the latter elevation, although the balsam forests on the upper 
slopes of these mountains would seem to furnish congenial haunts. 


Auk, 3, April, 1886. p.3%S /7 =e 


Plumage of some birds from topper 
So, Osrolina - Levereti M.Lecmis. 
Dendroica czerulescens. — The black feathers of the throat 
and chin are without white tips in a male obtained Oct. 2, 1888, 
and the scapulars and interscapulars are distinctly spotted with 
black, and unwashed with olive green. The whole appearance 
of the specimen is that of a spring male in high feather. The 


exterior edges of several of the outer primaries, near their ex- 
trémities, are, also, whitish, constituting a rather distinct area 
when the wing is closed. In another October example the 


dorsal streaks are so heavy and numerous as to present the ap- 
pearance of a black patch, nearly as conspicuous as the olive 


green one in Compsothlypis americana. In still another, the , 
crown is thickly marked with black shaft lines. 


Auk X, April, 1898. p.154-5. 


Sequence of Plumages in the Black-throated Blue Warbler. In my 
paper on the Molting of Birds (Proc. Acad. Nat. Sci. Phila., 1896, 159) I 
erroneously stated that the young males of Dendroica cerulescens in the 
first winter plumage were brown like the adult female. Attention was 
called to this error by Mr. Wm. Palmer in reviewing my paper in ‘The 
Auk’ (1896, p. 242). As I find, however, that many persons still regard 
some of the brown fall birds as young males it may be well to call attention 
to an interesting specimen in my collection, secured in Wyoming County, 
Pennsylvania, July 14,1900. This bird is molting from the juvenal to the 
first winter plumage, the olive brown feathers of the earlier dress being seen 
onthe back, sides of the body and under the tail, while most of the remaining 
feathers are of the black, blue and white plumage of the ‘old male.’ The 
flight feathers are not shed at this molt. All the feathers of the throat are 
frosted with white. This character as well as the olive edgings to the wing 
feathers will serve to distinguish males of the year from old birds. —Wrr- 
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The Singing of Birds. H,P, Bicknell. 


Dendrceca ceerulescens. BLAcK-THROATED BLUE 
WARBLER. 


Passes by in full song in May. Though usually silent on its 
migration in the autumn, it is sometimes to be numbered among 
the birds which sing at that season. On September 22, 1878, a 
morning when birds were abundant and active, and a number 
voiceful, including the House Wren, Blue-headed and White- 
eyed Vireos, Swamp and Song Sparrows, several of these 
Warblers were observed in fine plumage and full song. It 
arrives in autumn with renewed plumage and usually with little 


fat. 


Dendreca coronata, Yellow-rumped Warbler; 2. maculosa, 
Black-and-yellow Warbler; D. pexusylvantca, Chestnut-sided 
Warbler; 2D. castanea, Bay-breasted Warbler; D. stréata, 
Black-poll Warbler; D. dlackburnie, Blackburnian Warbler ; 
D. virens, Black-throated Green Warbler; D. palmarum hypo- 
chrysea, Yellow Red-poll Warbler; YD. tigrima, Cape May 
Warbler. 

All of these spring and autumn migrants sing as they pass 
north, but are silent when they return. 


Auk, I, July, 1884. p, 2/3. 


. Oneida Ocunty, New York, 
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Dendroica czerulescens..—Ovtr fifth nest of this species w 


22, 


as found June 
1888. It contained two addled eggs, one young Warbler, and two 
young Cow Birds able to fly. : 

: =a 


—~ Auky-VII. July, 1890, p, 23/-_ 


AA» 490 


dn Half \ Soy bein Buide G, fp 13F 


Returning later I found another nest of the 
| Nesting of the Black-throated Blue same species similarly placed in a small leafy 
Warbler. shrub on the edge of a thicket, but containing 
three young birds several days old, and also 
BY WM. L. KELLS, ONTARIO, CANADA. ens wipuug: ble uae ia ee abet 
¢ noticed that the birds in flushing from the nest. 
The favorite habitation of the Black-throated pene op Ree epee a gees pee bh auans: 
Blue Warbler (Dendreca cerulescens) is high, ase nase ae iti Weare eek ies a ee 
hard-wood-timbered lands, where there is a Spies Of datiwang, ie akbeahOnoF Ghenutrudes 
thick growth of low underbrush, and while fro the Bosker, May.1887 p.76 er 
the males seek an elevated position among the to+ 
leafy boughs for the display of their musical 
talents, the females usually select a lowly site 
for the cradle of their progeny. 
For some years past I had suspected that this 
species bred in this vicinity from the fact that 
the song notes of the male were heard warbled 
with much animation at a period that I knew 
must be its nesting time, though from the ele-| 
vation whence the bird sang, I supposed that | 
the female would be also thigh” in her nest-| 
ing habits. On the afternoon of June 5th, 1886, | 
| however, when searching for the nests of other 
species in a piece of low, thick underwood, in 
the high woods, I discovered a nest with one 
egg, which at first I took to be that of a Chest- 
| nut-sided Warbler (Dendreca pennsylvanica). so | 
close was the resemblance in size, form, mate- | 
rial and position of the nest. he different note 
of the bird, however, soon attracted my atten-| 
tion, and I waited a few moments until she | 
emerged from the thick foliage and approached | 
the nest. T then saw that she was a different | 
species, and a closer examination of the nest | 
also showed that it was much more compact 
and firmly put together than that of the Chest- 
nut-sided Warbler, though the eggs in size, 
form, color and marking seemed exactly simi- 
lar. The scolding voice of this bird soon 
brought her mate to the place, but he seemed 
more disposed to sport with her than assist to 
drive off the intruder. Both, however, came 
quite close and from notes then taken I have 
since identified the species as the Black-throat- 
_ ed Blue Warbler (Dendreca coerulescens). Be-| 
ing anxious to secure this nest and a full set of 
eggs, I returned four days after and found that | 
it contained three of the Warbler’s own eggs | 
and one of a Cow bird (Molothrus ater). These 
I took and they are now in my collection. 
ey, 4 3ut. Black Throated Blue Warbler [Dendreca caerulescens] Nesting 
tn Connecticut py C. M. Jones. Jb7d., VI, pp. 49, 50- 
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Dendreca cerulescens.—Despite the fact that three identified nests of 
the Black-throated Blue Warbler have been found in Connecticut, “its 
local distribution in New England” cannot fairly be considered as “coin- 
cident” with that of Dexdreca virens. The latter breeds regularly 
throughout the whole of New England and is, if anything, rather com- 
moner in summer in the pine woods of Eastern Massachusetts than among 
the spruces and firs of the more northern States, while the Black-throated 
Blue Warbler is, to say the least, mainly confined to the Canadian Fauna. 
The statement that ‘it has been observed in summer in Massachusetts ” 
presumably relates to Allen’s record (Birds of Springfield, p- 62) of its 
being “found in the breeding season on Mt. Holyoke (C. W. Bennett) 

and along the ridges in the western part of the State (B. Horsford).” 
But these elevated places are both outlying spurs of the Canadian region 
and many strictly Canadian species, such as the Black Snowbird, reeular- 


ly breed there. The occurrence of . pu Ls oe 
certainly hard to understand, but the | laurels yf tte Aunt 4 


in some peculiar feature of the local ty feoneyee A D 


events there are at present no suffici 
August, 1886.] 


other than exceptional examples. 
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DENDROICA CASRULESCENS. 
Black-throated Blue Warbler, 

This species arrived a little in advance of D. 
blackburnie, being first observed in Monroe coun- 
ty April 18th, but in very limited numbers, with 
no perceptible increase until May 3d, when they 
were seen in ‘considerable numbers in the large 
tracts of rhododendron and along the cultivated 
fields and pastures. Their numbers considerably 
lessened, and by May 12th only a few remained. 
A close search could not discover them, but a few 
were found on the mountains at an altitude of 
about 3,500 feet at the edge of the evergreen 
growth. In Roane county, on May 16th, they 
were fairly common on Walden’s ridge, at an alti- 
tude of about 4,300 feet. On May 2ist, the day 
before ascending Great Smoky Mountain, I saw 
a pair ina small grove of red maples (Acer u- 
brum), and again on May 24th, the same pair 
(presumably) were seen carrying material for a 
nest into a dense laurel thicket. They could not 
be restricted to any faunal limit, the preference, 
if any, being for the intermediate station. I was 
especially fortunate in observing the nidification 
of this species, in a small laurel swamp, which 
with the assistance of three obliging lumbermen, 
I thoroughly searched on May 29th. Three nests 
were found, but many were overlooked as the 
swamp was alive with these warblers. The first 
was placed in a laurel bush about a foot from the 
ground, It was similar in appearance to that of 
the Maryland Yellow-throat, but considerable 
cotton entered into its composition. It was 
empty, the birds evidently had just completed it. 
The second nest was in a similar position to the 
first, being a little higher from the ground. Its 
structure was more ornamental, a great deal of a 
flaxy material being woven into the outside. 
This nest contained four fresh eggs, pinkish-white 
marked with a few reddish-brown spots; one egg 
differs from the others in not possessing any 
markings whatever save a few light-brown ones 
on the larger end. Dimensions as follows : .63x.49, 
.63x,50, .61x.48, .62x.49, 

The third nest was also in like situation, but 
built more compactly and neatly than either of 
the preceding. It contained only two eggs, 


which were not taken. 
Rue. f8S6. p. AY 
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Dendreca cerulescens.-—Despite the fact that three identified nests of 
the Black-throated Blue Warbler have been found in Connecticut, “its 
local distribution in New England” cannot fairly be considered as “coin- 
cident” with that of Dendreca virens. The latter breeds regularly 
throughout the whole of New England and is, if anything, rather com- 
moner in summer in the pine woods of Eastern Massachusetts than among 
the spruces and firs of the more northern States, while the Black-throated 
Blue Warbler is, to say the least, mainly confined to the Canadian Fauna. 
The statement that ‘it has been observed in summer in Massachusetts ” 
presumably relates to Allen’s record (Birds of Springfield, p- 62) of its 
being “found in the breeding season on Mt. Holyoke (C. W. Bennett) 

and along the ridges in the western part of the State (B. Horsford).” 
But these elevated places are both outlying spurs of the Canadian region 
and many strictly Canadian species, such as the Black Snowbird, regular- 
ly breed there. The occurrence of nests at Eastford, Connecticut, is 
certainly hard to understand, but the explanation may probably be found 
in some peculiar feature of the locality where they were taken. At all 
events there are at present no sufficient reasons for regarding them as 
other than exceptional examples. 


Bull, N.O,0, 8,Oct, 1881, p. 23S = 239. 
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about 3,500 feet at the edge of the evergreen 
growth. In Roane county, on May 16th, they 
were fairly common on Walden’s ridge, at an alti- 
tude of about 4,300 feet, On May 2tst, the day 
before ascending Great Smoky Mountain, I saw 
4 pair in a small grove of red maples (Acer ru- 
brum), and again on May 24th, the same pair 
(presumably) were seen carrying material for a 
nest into a dense laurel thicket. They could not 
be restricted to any faunal limit, the preference, 
if any, being for the intermediate station. I was 
especially fortunate in observing the nidification 
of this species, in a small laurel swamp, which 
with the assistance of three obliging lumbermen, 
I thoroughly searched on May 29th. Three nests 
were found, but many were overlooked as the 
swamp was alive with these warblers. The first 
was placed in a laurel bush about a foot from the 
ground, It was similar in appearance to that of 
the Maryland Yellow-throat, but considerable 
cotton entered into its composition. It was 
empty, the birds evidently had just completed it. 
The second nest was in a similar position to the 
first, being a little higher from the ground. Its 
structure was more ornamental, a great deal of a 
flaxy material being woven into the outside. 
This nest contained four fresh eggs, pinkish-white 
marked with a few reddish-brown spots; one ege 
differs from the others in not possessing any 
markings whatever save a few light-brown ones 
on the larger end. Dimensions as follows : .63x.49, 
.63x.50, .61x.48, .62x.49. 

The third nest was also in like situation, but 
built more compactly and neatly than either of 
the preceding. It contained only two eggs, 
which were not taken, 
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bank of the Lac-qui-parle River about ten miles 
from Madison. Here was quite a growth of 
timber along the stream. In the top of a tall 
elm I saw a large hawk nest: presently a large 
bird left it, and as it lit on a limb I identified 
it as Krider’s Red-tail, the light colored wes- 
tern form, 1 tried a shot at it but it was out 
of range. Upon climbing the tree a set of 
three eggs were found in the nest, not unlike 
those of our common borealis, but they con- 
tained live birds and could not be saved. The 
same day I took a set of four Marsh Hawks. 

On May 30th I saw a fine male Lapland 
Longspur, thus making three species of Long- 
spurs observed in the county. I was in hopes 
of finding Baird’s Savannah Sparrow, but did 
not. The western forms of Grass Finch and 
Night Hawk were noticed. The Horned Larks 
seemed to have much more of the pink suffus- 
ion over the plumage than do specimens from 
Minneapolis. 

During my stay I was surprised at the large 
number of birds killed by flying against the 
telegraph wires. Although I was on the tracks 
very little of the time I found no less than six 
Ducks, two Field Plover, one Pectoral Sand- 
piper, and one Marsh Hawk killed by the wires, 
and on my way home I saw a Meadow Lark 
strike itself and fall as limp asarag. Think 
of the large number that must have been 
hidden by the grass that [ did not see. The 
section man assured me that in the fall it is 
no uncommon occurrence to find five or six 
dead Duck and Prairie Chickens along the 
track on his section, and that rarely a day 
passes that he does not find one or more. The 
Marsh Hawk mentioned I found hanging to 
the wire by his wing, which was broken and 
wrapped several times around it. 

A Wood Duck had struck the wire full in 
the breast with such force as to sever the neck 
and lay the back open from side to side a dis- 
tance of three inches. Think of the thousands 
that are killed in this way in the prairie re- 
gions, instances of which are too often laid 
at the collector’s door by people who don’t 
know any better. 

Well, on May 31st I got my traps together 
and started for home, arriving safely, well 
pleased with ny delightful trip. 


George G. Cantwell. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


* 


Now is the time to renew your subscription 
to the O. & O. Let us know at once if you 
intend to renew, and you will not be annoyed 
by having it discontinued. 


Nesting of the Louisiana Water 
Thrush in 1889 at Raleigh, N.C. 


This year we have found six nests of the 
Louisiana Water Thrush (Siwrus motacilla), 
viz.: Three which gave us sets of five eges 
each, one which gaye us a set of four, one 
which was never used, and one which the 
young had just left. Two of the nests were 
found by flushing the bird from the nest, and 
four by careful inspection of suitable localities, 

The nests were placed above running water 
in the side of a steep bank, being always shel- 
tered above by overhanging roots or the pro- 
jecting bank, and their height above the water 
varied from three to five feet. 

The nests were from three hundred yards to 
nearly a mile away from their feeding grounds, 
and were found in just the situations I ex- 
pected from reading Mr. MecLaughlin’s article 
last year. His description of the nests also 
applies. The dates of sets were as follows: 
April 29, set of five, fresh; April 30, set of five 
good-sized embryos; May 2, set of five, fresh; 
and May 14 set of four, small embryos. This 
was the second laying of the first set found 
April 29. C. S. Brimley. 

Raleigh, N.C. 


Nesting of the American Woodcock 
in North Carolina. 


On March 29, 1889, a young friend of mine 
was returning home from fishing and had just 
started up a sloping hillside covered with bush- 
es, that led down to the creek bottom, when his 
bird dog came to adead stand. On investigat- 
ing the matter he flushed a female woodcock 
(Philohela minor) from her complement of four 
eges. Overjoyed at his find he brought the 
eggs home to us, two in each hand, and we 
were equally glad to receive them, and to re- 
ward him for his kindness. 

The nest was a mere depression on a_hill- 
side leading from the pine woods to creek 
lowlands, and close by a lane leading up the 
hill from the creek meadows. The eggs 
were about three-quarters incubated, but we 
saved them with some trouble. 

The Woodcock is a rare resident about here, 
although sometimes abundant in their migra- 
I suppose about a dozen pairs may nest 
C, 8S. Brimley. 


tions. 
in this neighborhood, 
Raleigh, N C. 
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Nesting of the Black-throated Blue 
Warbler. 


Although my first observations of the nest- 


ing habits of this species (Dendroica cerules- | 


cens) have already appeared in the pages of 
the O. & O., I assume that some further notes 
on the bird itself and its nesting, as noted the 
past season, may still be interesting. 

On the 24th of May, 1889, I took my usual 
holiday ramble for nesting purposes to the 
high-hard-wood west of ‘‘ Wildwood,’’ where 
three years ago I first discovered the nest of 
this species. Two weeks before I had noted 
the bird in full song in the high woods, in the 
rear of ‘‘ Wildwood’’; and on this occasion as 
I advanced into the woods, its melody, inter- 
mingling with that of other warblers and wood- 
land birds, greeted my ear; and although the 
newly acquired foliage of the underwood ren- 
dered the view in some places very limited, I 
had not gone far when a rather bulky nest of 
some small bird attracted my attention and 
led me to the spot. This was placed in the 
forks of a small hemlock, about eighteen inches 
from the ground. The bottom was formed of 
fine dry leaves, but the nest proper was com- 
posed of woody fibre, some rootlets and a 
little hair firmly fitted together. 

At first I thought it might belong to some 
new species, but a close examination of the 
nest and the one egg that it contained caused 
me to believe that it was another nest of the 
Black-throated Blue Warbler, and this opinion 
I afterwards found to be correct, for on my 
return on the 27th I found the owner seated 
on the nest, where she remained till I almost 
touched her, and then as she flushed off, mak- 
ing a rustling noise among the dry leaves, and 
low underwood, I fully identified her. To my 
regret the set consisted of only two of the 
bird’s own eggs, and one of a Cowbird’s, but 
as she had begun to incubate I took the nest 
and its contents, and they are now in my col- 
lection. 

The eggs are of a clear white hue, irregularly 
marked on the surface, especially towards the 
large end, with reddish dots; average size, 
.65 x 48. 

In a paper on the Wood Warblers of the 
vicinity of Montreal, by the late H. J. Vennor, 
and published in The Canadian Naturalist, 
Vol. VI, that writer, speaking of this species, 
says, ‘This delightful little warbler is exceed- 
ingly rare in Lower Canada. Although nothing 
of a songster, his colors are very bright and 
rich, and his plumage in general neat. A 


small chirp is all that is heard from him as he 
flies from bush to bush. This warbler is sel- 
dom met with in our vicinity. One was shot 
here some four years ago, and I have not 
heard of any haying been seen since. Our 
museum has a very good specimen of this rare 
bird. Certainly they do not breed here regu- 
larly, if at all: a stray individual may some- 
times remain to rear its brood on our 
mountain, but not often. Audubon traced this 
warbler through the upper part of the state of 
New York into Maine, the British provinces 
and the Magdalen islands in the Bay of St. 
Lawrence. According to his account the nest 
is usually placed on the horizontal branch of a 
fir tree, seven or eight feet from the ground; 
nest composed of strips of bark, mosses and 
fibrous roots, lined with fine grass and an 
inner lining of feathers. 

““When this warbler is feeding among the 
branches of a tree one can hear quite distinctly 
the snapping of his bill, as he pursues the in- 
sects from twig to twig. He is extremely ac- 
tive, but as we have mentioned before has no 
real song. Not even during the pairing season 
does his note become more musical. 

“Before dismissing this interesting bird I 
may be allowed to quote a few lines Wilson 
has written respecting it. He says: ‘It is 
highly probable that they breed in Canada; 
but the summer residents among the feathered 
race are little known or attended to. The 
habits of the bear, the deer, and beaver are 
much more interesting to those people, and 
for a good substantial reason, because more 
lucrative; and unless there should arrive an 
order from England for a cargo of skins of 
Warblers and Flyeatchers sufficient to make 
them an object worth speculation, we are 
likely to know as little of them hereafter as at 
present.’ ”” 

After reading the above article in the light 
of more modern discoveries and scientific facts, 
the field ornithologist is likely to be consider- 
ably surprised at the small amount of inform- 
ation possessed by the fathers of American 
ornithology regarding many of our woodland 
birds. Whatever may have been the nesting 
habits of the Black-throated Blue Warbler in 
the days of Audubon, it does not appear to 
practise the same modes now, and, although 
until lately this bird was unknown to me by 
its proper name, yet I remember it as a dis- 
tinct species, and of having seen several of its 
nests when I was a boy many years ago, in 
the township of Peel; and it sang quite at- 
tractively then; and the nests then, as now, 
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were placed near the ground; but those ob- 
served were generally in wild hop-vines near 
the edge of the woods. 

One pair, 1 remember, used to frequent a 
piece of thick woods in the bend of the creek, 
where it issued from the forest unto. our farm 
and to me; it was then known as the Black- 
backed Warbler, and under that term I de- 
scribed it among other warblers, in a series of 
articles on our wild birds in The Rural Cana- 
dian. And in contradistinction to the time 
when Wilson wandered and wrote, there are 
now quite a number of persons in the Canadian 
provinces giving the keenest attention to the | 
appearing and life-histories of the Som 
race, and when Vennor wrote the above paper 
he confessedly knew little of this species or he | 
would not have characterized it as a songless | 
bird. 

But though this little wild-wood wanderer 
warbles its song with clearness and animation, 
especially for some weeks after its arrival 
from the south, yet it must be admitted that 
its music is not remarkable for its melody, | 
for in its refrain there seems a melancholy | 
plaintiveness, as though the little performer 
was complaining that it was seeking in vain 
for something that it had loved and lost; but 
as adding a varying strain to the great orches- 
tra of the wilderness it must ever be interest- 
ing to the lover of bird music, and the student 
of animated nature. 

This species is about five inches in length. 
In its spring plumvge the color of the male on 
the upper parts is of a uniform slaty blue, 
while the cheeks, chin, throat, and sides of 
the breast are deep black, the hinder lower 
parts are pure white, and there are some white 
dots on the wings and tail. Its favorite habi- | 
tat is high hard wood, timbered lands, and 
while the male loves to warble his song notes 
high among the branches, as he gleans his 
insect food from the foliage, the female usually 
selects a more lowly site for the cradle of 
her progeny, and in common with most of the 
others of the smaller species of birds, that | 
nest in exposed positions, she is often com- 
pelled to be the foster-mother of one or more 
of the young of that feathered parasite, the 
Cowbird. William L. Kells, | 

Listowel, Ontario, Canada. 
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VIREO SOLITARIUS. SOLITARY VIREO, 


While passing through a pine grove in the town of 
Raynham, on the afternoon of May 30th, 1885, my 
companion, Mr. F. W. Andros, drew my attention to a 
vireo’s nest hanging from the dead limb of a pine. 
The decorated pensile nest was a prominent object 
against the black limbs of the tree, and the position 
seemed at variance with the accepted typical situations 
of the homes of our vireos. The nest was just finished, 
but an inspection proved it to be empty. No birds 
were seen. 

On the afternoon of June 6th, in company with Mr. 
Andros, I again visited the spot, and saw the tail of the 
bird as she sat in the nest. She was not easily flushed, 
but-as she exposed herself to view, I at once recognized 
her as a Blue-headed Vireo, a familiar bird of my experi- 
ence in the Maine woods, but a rarity in the breeding 
season in Bristol County. The nest at this time con- 
tained three eggs which exhibited no conspicuous varia- 
tion from those of the Red-eyed variety. The nest was 
very much ornamented on the outside with bits of paper 
and cobwebs. The above notes constitute the only 
recorded instance of the breeding of softarius in this 


country. 
SPIZA AMERICANA. BLACK-THROATED BUNTING. 


On June toth, 1886, I received a letter from Dr. H. 
F. Dexter of Dartmouth, Mass., informing me that he 
had found the nest of a sparrow, which he was unable 
to identify. In response to his urgent invitation, I 


visited the Doctor’s farm June 12th, and we proceeded 


to the briar-grown edge of his cornfield, down which we 
had walked but a short distance, when we flushed a 
small bird from her nest. I caught but a fleeting 
glimpse as the occurrence was unexpected, my friend 
not having warned me of the close proximity in which 
we were to the nest. The bird soon reappeared and as 
she balanced herself for a moment upon a large rag- 
weed, I identified it as spzza@ americana. The nest was 
very bulky, being composed of both coarse and fine 
grasses, placed in a small clump of blackberry vines. 
The eggs were five in number, of the well-known 
type of this species, which is very common in more 


western States. 


DENDROICA, CQ2RULESCENS. BLACK-THROATED 


BLUE WARBLER. 


Mr. David Stone, a farmer residing in Dighton, 


brought to me on June 13, 1884, a set of four eggs in a 


nest of soft plant fibres and cotton. The eggs and nest 
were undoubtedly those of some warbler, and informing 
the finder that I could not identify without the birds, I 
paid no attention to the matter save to preserve the 
eggs and nest. Next day I was surprised by Mr. Stone 
who brought to my residence a male Black-throated 
Blue Warbler, which he said was one of the birds which 
built the nest delivered to me on the previous day, he 
having shot it, as it remained about the spot from which 
the nest was taken. The eggs can be readily attributed 
to that species, but I leave the record resting solely on 
the foregoing evidence. The occurrence of this warbler 


in the breeding season is alone worthy of record. 
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The Black-throated Blue Warbler 
in Connecticut. 


On the 6th of June, 1883, I had the 
good fortune to find a nest of Dendroca 
cerulescens, being the fourth which I have 
taken in this town (see Nutt. Bull. Vol. tL, 
p. 11, and O. and O. Vol. 6, p. 49). It was 
by a mere accident that I found it. At the 
time I was giving my attention wholly to a 
Canada Flycatcher (Myiodioctes canaden- 
sis) singing’ just in the edge of a thickly 
wooded swamp, whose mate I felt sure was 
brooding near by. I was slowly making 
my way toward him through the thick 
growth of Laurels, and as I pushed aside 
the bushes to open a path, I caught a 
glimpse of an object just beneath my hand 
which arrested my attention. TI carefully 
parted the leayes and there lay a nest with 
whose appearance I had become somewhat 
familiar. It contained four eggs, but the 
bird had slipped away. So I sat down on 
a stone not more than four or five yards 
away and waited to see what I could see. 
Presently I heard a low chirp, then another 
and soon a bush moved: a few moments 
more and there was a slight quiver of the 
leaves in another part of the thicket, and 
then I discovered the bird cautiously pass- 
ing through the leaves. Gradually she ap- 
proached nearer, till I could see her dis- 
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tinetly enough to distinguish the faint 
white wing-spot. 


Her complaints were ut- 
tered in a low tone, but her mate evidently 
heard them for he very soon made his ap- 
pearance and seemed more disturbed than 
the female. He kept very close to her, 
within a foot or two, changing his position 
whenever she moyed, and his showy plu- 
mage formed a marked contrast with the 
modest garb of the female. Their protes- 
tations grew louder as I continued to watch 
them, and the female Canada Flycatcher, 
whose nest must have been near by, came 
to offer her sympathy. But this was not 
very graciously received, for the female 
cerulescens lastled her off the premises 
without ceremony. I then tooka position 
so as to bring some tall bushes between 
me and the nest, when she began gradu- 
ally to approach it and soon disappeared 
behind them. The male also disappeared 
at the same time. TI then cautiously ap- 
proached and found her settled in her nest 
with only her head and tail appearing above 
the rim. 

This nest was not so near the ground as 
were the other three which I haye found, 
the top being seventeen and one-half inches 
high. In general appearance it resembles 
them. On the outside is a quantity of 
some white, woolly substance, not spread 
evenly over the nest, but stuck on in 
bunches as if the bird had deposited what 
she brought each time, whenever it was 
inost convenient, and without any particu- 
lar object in view, unless it was for the 
looks of the thing. 


This bird seems to have a partiality for 
wet ground. The nest was not more than 
thirty yards from the edge of a wet swamp. 
It was in large woods, having a thick un- 
dergrowth composed principally of Kal- 
mias, in one of which it was built. And 
a reference to my accounts of the other 
nests will show that they were similarly 
situated, i. e., in Kalmias. At neither of 
the other nests did I see anything of the 
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male bird. I was therefore particularly 
pleased to see him make his appearance on 
this occasion, as it removed some unfa- 
vorable opinions about them which I had 
begun to entertain. 

As I took my first nests of this species 
in 1874, their breeding here embraces a 
period of nine years at least. Andas I 
was obliged to capture the first two fe- 
males for identification, neither they nor 
their offspring could have been the parents 
of these last two nests. This would seem 
to indicate that it was not entirely acci- 
dental that one or even two pairs had 
dropped out of the migration and remained 
so far south of their usual breeding 
grounds, but rather that at least a colony 
had been established here for many years. 
It would be interesting to know just how 
this was first brought about. But it would 
‘be reasonable to suppose that it began 
with a single nest. A bird may have been 
in some way partially disabled so that she 
could not continue her flight, or the neces- 
sities of maternity may haye checked it, 
and making a home where she could, that 
would be the home of her offspring as 
truly as though it were farther north, and 
the place which they would naturally seek 
on their return the next season. There is 
no reason why the same thing might not 
happen to any of the species of small birds 


which habitually proceed to the far north | 


to spend the summer. A more thorough 
obseryation of their migratory and breed- 
ing habits will doubtless result in modify- 
ing many current opinions respecting them. 

It is an interesting question, and de- 
serving of careful investigation, whether 
there is in any of the more northern sum- 
mer residents and particularly the sylvi- 
colidce, a tendency to shift or extend their 
breeding range further south? 
stant destruction of the northern forests 
must produce climatic changes to some ex- 
tent, and probably will affect the food sup- 
ply. But is this change of such character 
and extent as to produce any perceptible 
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The con- | 


change, as yet, in the summer residence of 
these birds? And on the other hand is 
there a tendency in any species to push 
farther north as the country becomes more 
open ?—C. MM. Koes Kastford, Conn. 
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“Tows-+~when there is no perceptible differenee~in the habits 

of either. By the middle~of.September they have all disap- 

peared. : — 
Warsontown, PA., Fes. 20th, 1876. 


ON THE BREEDING OF THE BLACK-THROATED BLUE WAR- 
BLER (DENDR@CA C/ERULESCENS) IN CONNECTICUT. 


BY C. M. JONES. 


As but little is known concerning the nesting of this warbler, 
a.description of two instances which have come under my ob- 
servation may not be without interest. But perhaps the most 
interesting fact connected with the discovery of these nests is 
the occurrence of this species, during the breeding season, so 
far south of its usual summer habitat. Eastford, where they 
were found, is in the north-east corner of Connecticut, being 
eight miles south of the Massachusetts line, and sixteen miles 
west of the Rhode Island line. 

My first discovery of the nest of this bird was on the 8th of 
June, 1874. While taking a stroll in search of specimens for 
my cabinet, my attention was arrested by a bird of which I 
could not determine the species. I tried to get a shot, but 
it was in the tops of the trees, and kept flitting about so rap- 
idly that I could only keep it in view sufficiently to follow, 
which I did for, perhaps, seventy-five yards, and then lost sight 
of it entirely. But just then I discovered a nest of the Wood 
Thrush (Turdus muustilinus), proceeded to appropriate the 
eggs, and had scarcely finished packing them, when I again 
discovered the bird, of which I had been in pursuit, in a 
bush not more than a dozen yards off, and from her restless 
manner I was convinced that it had a nest very near. I ac- 
cordingly retired a short distance, and sat down to await further 
‘developments. Presently it flew near the Thrush’s nest, and 
after waiting a few moments, dropped into a low bush and dis- 
appeared. Allowing it sufficient time to get settled, I care- 
fully approached the spot, and, looking under the low bush- 
es, discovered it sitting on a nest, not more than two feet 
from where I stood while taking the Thrush’s eggs. The bird 
let me approach within a yard before starting, and then, hop- 
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ping suddenly to the ground, it flew to a bush five or six yards 
off, uttering a few low chirps, endeavoring apparently to con- 
ceal itself. Not being able to identify the species I was obliged 
to shoot, and it proved to be a female Dendreca cerulescens. 

The nest was located in deep woods, near the base of a hill, 
which sloped down to a swampy run. It was built in a small 
laurel, (Aalmia latifolia), a fourth of an inch in diameter at the 
base. About five inches from the ground the bush separated into 
three branches, and in this triple fork the nest was situated. It 
has a firm and compact appearance. External diameter, about 
three inches; internal, one and three-fourths inches; external 
depth, two and three-fourths inches; internal, one and three- 
fourths inches. Top of nest,seven and one-half inches high 
from the ground. It is composed outwardly of what appears 
to be the dry bark of the grape vine, with a few twigs and roots. 
This is covered in many places with a reddish, woolly substance, 
apparently the outer covering of some species of cocoon. The 
inside is composed of small black roots and hair. The nest 
contained four fresh eggs, of which the following is a descrip- 
tion :— 

No. 1, ashy-white, with a ring of brown and lilac spots and 
blotches around the larger end, and a few minute spots of the 
same scattered over the entire surface. Precisely at the centre 
of the large end is a small spot of deep umber : dimensions, .61 
by .47. No. 2, white, with a slight tinge of green; the larger 
end covered with blotches and spots like No. 1; one side, near 
the small end, shaded with the same, where there are also a 
few small spots of dark umber: dimensions, .61 by .47. No. 
8, ground color like No. 2; the larger end covered with blotches 
of light brown and pale lilac; a spot of dark umber near the 
small end—dimensions, .64 by .50. No. 4, ashy-white, the lar- 
ger end surrounded and nearly covered with spots of brown, 
with minute spots of the same scattered over the entire surface 
—dimensions, .66 by .50. 

The second nest I discovered on the 13th of the same month. 
It was about eighty rods distant from the first, on level ground, 
and near a piece of swampy land. The spot was somewhat shad- 
ed by hemlocks; the principal part of the forest trees being 
oak and chestnut. 

While examining a nest of Vireo olivaceus, I heard a faint 
chirp slowly repeated, and, looking around, soon discovered in 
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one of the hemlocks a bird which I felt sure was of the same 
species taken a few days before. From her manner I felt 
she had a nest not far distant, and remembering how closely the 
other allowed me to approach before leaving her eggs, I conclu- 
ded that I must have passed very near the nest of this bird ; 
therefore retracing my steps, and looking carefully among the 
bushes I soon discovered the object of my search. Desiring 
that there should be no mistake about the species, I at once 
went home, and, taking my gun, returned to the place. : Approach- 
ing cautiously I discovered her on the nest. She permitted 
me to approach very near, and then, like the other, dropped 
suddenly from the nest, and flew into the same hemlock in 
which I first found her. After securing my bird I took 
the eggs, but to my regret found that incubation had proceeded 
so far that it was impossible to save them. These—four in 
number—were of a darker shade than the first set, but this was 
evidently the result of incubation. They were also more spot- 
ted, and the spots spread more generally over the entire surface 
than in the other set. The nest was not so near the ground as 
the first, the top being eleven and one half inches from it. It 
was placed in a laurel, or more strictly speaking, in two laurels. 
One of these lay horizontally in the fork of the other, and on 
the horizontal one the nest was set, held in place by being at- 
tached on one side to the upright branches of the other. It is 
constructed of the same materials as the first, excepting the 
woolly substance on the outside, of which there are only two 
small pieces. External diameter, three and one half inches; 
internal, one and seven-eighths inches; external depth, two 
inches; internal, one and three-eighths inches. 

As will be seen, by comparison, the nest is much more flat 
than the first, the result, undoubtedly, of its different situation 
on a horizontal branch, while the other being in a narrow triple 
fork, was necessarily narrower and deeper. Placed side by side 
the two nests bear very little resemblance, and would hardly be 
suspected of belonging to the same species. 


Bull, N.O,O, [, April, 1876. p. M-13. 


Nest or DenpDRa@CA C#RULESCENS, (L.) Bd. —In June, 1880, I was 
in camp in the Northern wilderness of New York, in Hamilton County, 
about twenty miles northeast of Wilmurt P. O., Herkimer Co. On the 
13th of that month it rained heavily, and as we had a trip of a few 
miles from camp to make, I allowed the weather to prevent my taking my 
gun with me. About half-way between two small lakes, about a quarter 
of a mile apart, on a high bluff covered with heavy spruce timber, I dis- 
covered the nest of a Warbler. It was built about eighteen inches from 
the ground, in the top of a dead, overturned spruce. Tt was a beautiful 
structure, composed outwardly of strips of white rotten wood and inner 
bark mingled with a few ‘birch “ curls,” and neatly lined with fine black 
roots, resembling horse-hair (I have found the same material used as 
lining by the Olive-backed Thrush), and the finer white quills of our 
common porcupine, some of which were even large enough for the barbs 
to be quite perceptible to the naked eye. The nest measured as follows: 
outside diameter, 4 inches; inside diameter, 1} inches; outside depth, 
3inches; inside depth, 12 inches. The three eggs it contained almost 
exactly resembled in size and markings the eggs of the Redstart, except 
that the spots were mostly in a crown around the larger end. I was 
unable to identify the bird, and, having nothing with which to kill her, 
left the nest as I found it. The next day, June 14, I returned with my 
gun and shot the female, a Black-throated Blue Warbler, as she left 
the nest. Having secured the mother, I turned to the nest, only to find 
three small birds, the eggs since the previous day having hatched, greatly 


to my disappointment, as the reader may imagine. — Eqnurt Baae, JR., 
Utica, N.Y. Bull, N,O.C. 5,Oct,,. 880,p, 279. 
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bred, and it is interesting to note that the wood- 
cock, now regularly breeds in North Lancashire, 
as it Indeed does in most English counties from 
the Tweed to the Lizard. On the east coast of 
Scotland — often extending, as ascertained by 
systematig observations, along the entire coast 
line of Brifain—the first flight of woodcocks 
generally oceurs during the first ten days of 
November. ‘These birds soon pass on, unless 
‘‘north winds Keep then to cover.” ‘The sec- 
ond and greatest flight 6ccurs about the middle 
of December. Since the 11th of October streams 
of immigrants have been constantly flowing on 
to our coasts, from hooded crows, woodcocks, 
green and goldew plovers, to tiny gold-crested 
wrens, our smallest British birds, which cross 
the North Seasin great numbers in autumn, and 
recross again in spring to the breeding haunts 
in Northern HKurope. ' 

Sky larks, as usual, have avrived already 
from oyersea in enormous numbers, and the 
arrival’ of blackbirds, song thrushes, chaf- 
tinvhes, and other small birds has af the same 
time been large. Iunn buntings, youtg birds, 
have also put in an appearance. 
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Nesting of the Black-throated Blue 
Warbler. 


BY EGBERT BAGG, UTICA, N, Y. 


Mr. John Burroughs, the Rey. C. M. Jones, 
of Eastford, Connecticut, and the writer, if not 
the only persons who haye found the nests of 
the Black-throated Blue Warbler (Dendreca 
cerulescens), ave. as far as my reading goes, 
the only ones who have thought it worth while 
to put their discoveries in print. Ido not count 
Audubon’s Nova Scotia nest, quoted also by 
Baird, Brewer, and Ridgway, as it was evident- 
ly not correctly identified. The description 
agrees exactly with the nests of the Black- 
throated Green Warbler (Dendreca virens) tak- 
en by me. 

In the year 1884, my friend Dr. William M. 
2ulph found a large piece of woods near Hol- 
land Patent, N. Y., in which these warblers 
remained during the breeding season. In 1885 
a fairly careful search failed to find their nests, 
hut the birds were still there in considerable 
numbers, though a thorough exploration of all 
the neighboring pieces of woods failed to find 
them anywhere else. In 1886 we were more 
suceessful, and I think that an account of our 
experience will be interesting. 

No begin with, the piece of woods deserves 
description. It is one of the largest in the 


neighborhood, being at least a mile in length, 
and from a quarter to a half in width. A large 
part of it is swampy and heavily timbered — the 
home of the Winter Wren (Anorthura troglody- 
tes hyemalis) and the Black-throated Green War- 
bler (Dendreca virens) both of which we have 
found nesting there. ‘There is, howeyer, a 
small tract in it of high and dry ground, near- 
ly, if not quite, surrounded by a swamp. On 
this knoll, which is coyered with large timber 
standing rather openly, but grown up thickly 
with brush from three to ten feet high, on the 
dryest part, where the brush was lowest, and 
composed almost entirely of sugar maple, we 
found three of the four nests which rewarded 
our efforts. 

On May 29th, 1886, Dr. Ralph found the first 
nest. It was plaved two feet from the ground 
in the upright fork of a little maple bush. It 
was a loose structure, measuring. outside di- 
ameter, three inches; inside, one and three- 
quarter inches; outside depth, three and three- 
quarter inches; inside one and one-half inches. 
It was composed of strips of rotten wood, 
held together and lined with fine black roots, 
and further secured with a few strips of the 
bark of deciduous trees. It contained four 
eges, which were somewhat incubated, and 
measured .66x .50; .66x.51; .64x.51, and .64 
x .51 inches. ‘They are white, rather sparsely 
marked with lilac and brown spots and dots, 
heaviest at the large end. In shape and gen- 
eral appearance they resemble some specimens 
of eggs of the Amerivan Redstart (Setophaga 
ruticilla) . 

On the same day Dr. Ralph found another 
nest, just completed, about which he saw the 
birds, but it was empty. On June 11th we 
went together to collect this nest, when we 
found to our disappointment and surprise that 
it was gone, literally every bit, except one lit- 
tle strand of bark wrapped about atwig. As 
there were no tracks of any kind, and as nota 
twig or leaf of the little bush was disturbed, it 
was evident that it had been taken away, either 
by the owners, or by some other birds for the 
purpose of nest building elsewhere. Our own 
opinion being that the owners had determined 
to **move house,” we carefully searched the 
knoll again, and were rewarded by finding a 
nest on which the bird was sitting on a single 
egg. This we left until the 14th, when, on 
visiting the nest again, it still contained only 
one egg. The nest was placed in the upright 
fork of a little maple, nine inches from the 
ground, and was composed of the same mate- 
rial as the former one, and measured, outside 
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diameter, three inches; inside, one and three- 
quarter inches; outside depth, four and a half 
inches; inside, one and a half inches. The sin- 
gle ege proyed to be dried up; undoubtedly 
infertile, and abnormal, in that the shell was 
thick and rough in places and very thin in oth- 
ers—in fact in one little spot there-was no 
shell at all, though of course this did not show 
until the egg was blown. It was a very pretti- 
ly shaped eve, perfectly symmetrical, rather 
blunt at the larger end, and tapering to a point 
at the smaller end. It was pinkish white, and | 
spotted and blotched with darker shades of | 
pink and brownish pink; especially at the | 
larger end, where the spots became confluent, | 
inaking a perfect wreath. If measured .74 x | 
.56 inches. 

After researching the knoll without success, 
we crossed a large tield to a similar piece of 
woods. It soon commenced to rain, and we | 
were furning our faces towards home, when in | 


crossing a rather open little space on the side 
of a hill where the ground was dry and grown 
up with just such brush as the other knoll, I 
discovered a bird on her nest. She was so 
tame us to allow me to put my face within 
three feet of her, and what was my surprise 
and pleasure to see thaf she was a female 
Black-throated Blue Warbler. With a shout 
which frightened the bird from the nest, I 
called my companion to me. When he came, 
however, he expressed some doubt as to the 
identity of the eggs. Although the nest agreed 
with the others, the eggs were so different that 
he could hardly believe that [ had not mistaken 
the bird. So to satisfy him, and to corroborate 
my eyes, we sat down to wait. Ina very few 
minutes both birds appeared, flitting about in, 
evident distress, and within tive minutes the | 
female was on the nest again, and Dr. Ralph 
was satisfied, especially when he had put his 
face where I had put mine before, and, as [| 
might say, counted each feather. | 
The nest was composed of exactly the same 
materials as the others, put together in the 
same loose manner, placed a foot from the 
ground in the upright fork of a little maple, 
and measured, outside diameter, three and one- 
half inches; inside, two and a quarter; outside 
depth, five inches; inside, one and one-half 
inches. ‘The eggs which were rather more 
than half incubated, were four in number, and 
at first gave the impression of being like those 


of the Nuthatches more than anything else, | 


being pinkish (markedly so before blowing), 
quite heavily marked and blotched with dark 
brownish pink, especially at the larger end, and 


a few fine marks and scratches of a darker col- 
or. They were rather blunt at the smaller end, 
and seemed large for the bird. ‘They measured 
75 x54 .72x 55; .76 x 54, and .72 x .52 inches. 
These measurements, however, are no larger 
than that of the single egg found in the former 
nest, but the effect was that of larger eggs on 
account of the shape; and the contents would 
undoubtedly be somewhat more on that uc- 
count. 
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Nesting of the Black-throated Blue 
Warbler in Buncombe Co., N.C. 
Altitude regardless of latitude seems to 

fill all the requirements of this species 

as far as their nesting site is concerned. 

Although many believe the Black-throated 

Blue Warbler to be strictly a northern 

breeder, we found them breeding spar- 

ingly in the Craggy mountains at eleva- 
tions ranging from 4ooo to 6000 feet. 

Their favorite abodes are among the rank 

weeds and ferns which spring up between 

the rocks and fallen trees in the 
heavily timbered ravines, and almost in- 
variably these localities are known to the 

Mr. John 


S. Cairns has collected a number of their 


natives as rattle-snake dens. 


skins in seasons past, and was satisfied 
from their presence during their breeding 
season that they bred in the Craggies. 
While collecting with him from May 5 
until May 26, we together worked pretty 
thoroughly a spur of these mountains run- 
ning probably seven or eight miles, and 
succeeded in taking eight nests with eggs, 
four sets containing four eggs each and 
four containing three each. I will say here 
that the word ‘“‘worked” is hardly strong 
enough to describe a collector’s labor in 
these mountains, for he finds no prairie 
where he may get his ** second-wind.” 
These birds do not necessarily build on 
swampy or low ground, as we found nests 
ranging from two feet to five hundred 
yards from water. Occasionally a nest will 
be placed in rhododendron shoots and 


more 


laurels, but apparently they prefer a weed 
known here as the rattle-weed, an annual 
that shoots four branches from the stall ; 
the leaves are trifid and lanceolate, but 
they do not flower this early and the 
material preserved will not identify them. 
kidgway's Manual says ** nest on high 
trees 20-50 feet or more from the ground,” 
but we found none higher than three feet 
and one only ten inches from the ground. 
Judging from timber and suitable shelter 
here offered, I do not believe they ever 
breed in the higher trees. 

Their nests show little variation in their 
construction, and a description of one will 
be representative. Exteriorly it is com- 
posed of strips of bark of rhododendron 
or grape-vine interwoven with pieces of 
birch bark, moss and spiders webs, lined 
with the fibrous part of 77llandsia us- 
nodes, long moss, the same as is used by 
upholsterers. This long moss is probably 
the same material described by Rev. C. 
M. Jones and others as fine black roots 
and hair, as the fibre very closely resem- 
bles curled hair or rootlets. 

Their eggs in coloration and shape are 
as variable as those of any of the Warblers. 
Some are well rounded, one specimen 
measuring .61 x .52, while some are quite 
elongate, one measuring .68x .49. Ground 
color, greenish-white, and buffy-white. 
Some are heavily blotched with reddish- 
brown and lilac-gray in a wreath around 
the larger end, while others are marked 
over their entire surface with 
brown and lilac-gray. 


madder- 
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Iam indebted to Mr. Benjamin M. 
Everhart, our eminent mycological botan- 
ist, for the identification of the nest lining 
as above. Samuel B. Ladd. 

West Chester, Pa., Aug. 22,1892. 


Since writing the above Mr. Everhart 
has identified the weed mentioned as the 
rattle-weed to be \Cautophylum thalic- 
trotdes, better known as blue cohosh or 
Citiat, yi. 


nee ae eS 


pappoose-root. 
A Spring Morning Ramble. 


I woke up this morning andlooked out 
of the window on one of the finest spring 
days we have had this season. Jumping 
into my clothes and eating a hasty break- 
fast I started off, taking the horsecat, to 
Beverly Cove, and from there started off 
through a field toward ‘‘ the Park.” 

It was a beautiful morning, and on en- 
tering the field I noted a large flock of 
Robins hunting on the yet frozen ground 
for their breakfast. I stopped for a few 
minutes on the bridge spanning the‘ di- 
viding line” brook, listening to the /gurg- 
ling waters as they rushed along over the 
rocks, making tiny waves that danced 
merrily along in the bright/ sunshine. 
After staying here a little while I contin- 
ued my walk through the/ park, seeing 
nothing of note until I got nearly out, 
when I discovered a last Season’s Hawk’s 
nest, which I marked fo visit later with 
the expectation of finding it inhabited. 

Coming out near a hedge that is a favor- 
ite resort for small birds both winter and 
spring, I suddenly heard the songs of sev- 
eral Song Sparrows that I did not hear at 
all until I made my appearance, when, 
as if of one accord they commenced to sing 
as if to greet roe, each one waiting until 
the other finished his song, then seemingly 
trying to outdo him. 

After the many walks we have taken 
this winter by this brook and along this 
hedge when all bird songs were hushed, 
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how sweet these little songsters’ sounded. 
And this morning the hedge seemed to be 
alive with them and a flood of melody 
came from every bush from/the ecar/zest of 
spring songsters. These birds were evi- 
dently new arrivals from/the south, as they 
were in flocks. We have a few stragglers 
that stay with us all winter, although I 
have never heard one sing before the first 
of March. 

Here also was heard the cry of the Yel- 
low Hammer from several different places 
anda Hawk, evidently the Red-shouldered, 
was seen sailing around a favorite breed- 
ing ground of that species. Here I sat 
down on a pile of pine boughs in a nice 
warm, sunny spot, to watch the flock of 
Song Sparrows and hear their songs. 
They seemed quite tame, and notwith- 
standing I was in plain sight, they jumped 
around hunting for food, and every little 
while one would jump up on a branch 
and, bracing back, dropping his wings, 
spreading his tail and throwing back his 
little head, would send forth music that 
would put to shame any opera singer ; 
then jumping down and shaking himself 
would look,over to me as much as to say, 
wasn’t that done nicely. As I sat here I 
noted a pair of Juncos, a flock of Robins 
and another of Bluebirds. The Robins 
looked as if they had just arrived from the 
south, large, plump and in fine condition. 
A pair of Bluebirds came and lit in the 
tree over me and warbled their low, sweet 
song. 

I next went through a strip of woods 
where a’ Red-shouldered, Hawk builds 
every season and where a fine set of eggs 
was taken last year. As I emerged into 
the opening I saw that ‘*‘ cowardly” Red- 
shoulder that was sailing so majestically a 
short time ago making the best time pos- 
sible in his vain endeavor to get \away 
from a solitary Crow that was chasing 
him. It is a wonder to me that he did 
not turn about and with one or two ‘‘ digs” 
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I am indebted to Mr. Benjamin M. 
Everhart, our eminent mycological botan- 
ist, for the identification of .the nest lining 
as above. Samuel B. Ladd. 

West Chester, Pa., Aug. 22, 1892. 


Since writing the above Mr. Everhart 
has identified the weed mentioned as the 
rattle-weed to be Caufophylum thalic- 
trotdes, better known as blue cohosh or 
pappoose-root. Save ve 4 
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Dendroica coronata, 

Concord, 1] song. 

1898, This morning in Lawrence's big woods we found a mixed 
flock of Yellow-rumps and Yellow Palm Warblers flitting 
among the oaks and pines darting out after flying insects and 
singing freely, the dary, chattering notes of the Palm Warblers 
blending with the much sweeter ones of the Yellow-rumps. The 
song of the latter species possesses the same dfeamy quality 
as that of D.dominica which, indeed, it strikingly resembles 
in other respects although it is shorter ang less penetrating, 

ite the fact that the Yellow-rump does not breed here it 

is the earliest bird to reach us whose coloring suggests sum- 
mer as the Black and White Creeper is the first whose song 


carries the same suggestion, 


Peterborough, New Hampshire, 


Found sparingly in spruce, hemlock, and white pine woods. 


UA 


ed singing July 2lst (July 17%, 18%, lox, 20%, aly. 


1896. Beerece Bay, Maine, 
Bland Sune 2ox LIS 45 eae oz BA Re i et 29%30% 


: 4 % Ieyet 
sc /D ‘y Mis 12 sy 13 % Us IT 18s 


Tua Le dabbse cd eh 9 


% Pony ny % y= Gk fly NAT a.gautl rserin tina 
Glock bYruer. § fr. abn growad-, Benang Vor ceeth lary, 
Gxt. dune, Choate Yoyures, Wire O0n. Offer Ls wt, 
Mik Ciel, fea thn Cis CMinw - phot, CLlim 


A Salas hh ls Aa se Ble @ bait, tks 


Ae dog wrhichs on frm Clink Anpbth o Rar, Washers pant 
bi ie apeEnny erel een mts fontees Tp Ves Wabe 
Linn Dorr Wha tle bide <4 wha 8°0 pars tra gli To facnbse Adena 
grace omega eave temo 
Parra rca bpfinne Tbe Mea Marbles hop 4 0% 
Serid keaad ee 
MD Ty ge is NPN ae 2 ede Rays ANN IIE ee Poe 
Fs SR SL LO) MAR CONYY Se 7 eee on Tae ar ta 0 rrr Bat fag 
we HR tone foram, QM bran bear iret Vorornl trate 
I bene baal GT fous Helios cunt, frrropg Um pact fon days, Yefoar Py Ung 
wl & Thy Kee 9 Thy Urorbeaa born Di crane opr 


PIES Ltiv2eal@ 


| arsiallliyg 
pare es 


SET ie 


tack 


Bas ae: Sabres ahs pnisitdrsiiadl, 
Pea ieee LO6s 


ie ee EEE MOA 


Ze 


oe. 
eee 


bl ay ae ey 
LD OSS PLO CLL, 
yeti iy ony Sn Bo 


EE le : 


sutevacalee E- Per es ae Sake peeves LH, ae oe *y aX 


Birds of Upper s+ 
Bate hel der, 


18. Dendroeca coronat; 
—It was common at Fort Fairfield. 
May. All had left before the gth of J 


W Bull, N.O,90, 
| Summer Birds of Bras D'Or Region 

Oape Breton Id,, N.S. J. Dwight, Jr, 
Qe note ULE ¢. 


49- D. coronata. 


Auk, 4, Jan., 1887, p,16 


: 
| 
| 
| 


Brief Notes. 


Yellow Rump Warbler, 4 pril 12th, at Halifax; first 
arrival. H. Austen. oO. 


>, John, 


a (Linn.) Gr ray. YELLOWw- 


At Grand Falls 
une. 


7, April, 1882 


| Dendroica coronata. 


; XIV. May. 1889 p.77 


bserved by 
Dates Migratory Birds o 
eh “Wintie, el 1886, Montreal, Car. 


RUMPED WARBLER. | 
it was rare during | 


Oct. 10. 


|Yel- low-rumped Warbler, 


p,109 0.80. XI, Mar.1&86.p. 42), 
: D,10E 


Summer Bds. Restigouche Valley, N.B. 
July,’88. J. Brittain and P, Cox, Jr. 


YELLOW-RUMPED WaARBLER.—Rather common. 


Auk, VI. April, 1889. p.118 


Stummer Pig ay oF Bu 


dbury, Ont. 
A. EL. Alberger, ai he 


655. Yellow-rumped Warbler. Common. | 


> ' 


o, &0, EV, June, 1890, p.88 


Prince Bdward island, 


| Dwight, Summer Birds of 
i 

| 

| 


| Dendroica coronata. Myrrie WARBLER.— Common. 
| reminded me of early spring days in lower latitudes. 
| haunts were clumps of spruces and firs in partly cle 


\\ 


Auk X, Jan, 1893. v.15 


Birds of Magdalen Islands. | 
Dr 


. L,B. Bishop. 


50. Dendroica coronata. Myrrip War 
dent, nesting in the latter part of June. 


Auk, V1. April, 


ared land. 


Their song 


Their favorite ms. = within Ten Mil: 


8s of Point 
de Mont 8, Can 


Jon eau & Merrian) 


| 14. Dendroeca coronata. 
gommon summer resident. 
\ 


YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER. —A rather 
First seen May 29, 1882. 


Bull, N,O,0, 7,0ct, 1882 
| 


ARBLER, —Common summer resi- 


1889, p.i48 


Q 
a 


Yb ZA 


VG Gf 


LO2LL/2 


ae 
fh 2 


tLe 
OY 


CE ig- 


a WY 


LVVOAAL 2 
lp CC bey 


4 


ItG- 
SFO GAL 
y Wi 


th 
Apes 


os 
AG WeL 


ey) 
se 


SY, 7G 


L/ RAEY Cs da 


ete aw 


ee Oe 7t0ere 


SLE 
LL 'OGpe9 
4 


we 
0” Ate atts Veet YD 


a pece¢ 2 


CLE. 


ae 


GUCELt (GE UTE 
WA 
2 


At 


ms AS Y 
Ff: ZEte¢Y. 


Z, 
cS a 


D br 
oe! 
YF 2 

(LZ 

C4 


“4? 
A 
BEA 


Pty wep 
20870 te Tart 


L7 a ore i 


fe 


EEL (7h; 


Z 
Wi 


fy 


arrival. 


18 Dendreeca coronat, 
—It was common at Fort F 
May. All had left before tl 


a (Linn.) Gray. Y 
airfield. At Grand Falls it was r 
1e oth of June. 
109 


Summer Birds of Bras D’Or Region 
Cape Breton Id,, N.S. J. Dwight, Jr, 


49. D. coronata. 


Dendroica coronata. 


Auk, 4, Jan., 1887, p.16 


ELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER. 


are during 


ij Bi bserved by 
Dates Migratory Birds o ne bis 
Uae “Wintle, Fall 1886, Montreal, Can 


Oct. /0. 


Yel- low-rumped Warbler, 


0.&0, XI, Mar.1886.p. Yaz, 


Summer Bds. Restigouche Valley, N. B, 
We July,’88. J. Brittain and P, Cox, Jr. 
Pe ey f CAD 


YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER.—Rather common. 


Auk, VI. April, 1889. p.118 


Brief Notes. 


Yellow Rump Warbler, April 12th, at Halifax; first 
H. Austen. 


ds or Su dbur Oni , 


% Ry L ry, dol 
0,&0, XIV, May. 1889 P.77 AE. Slberger, 


Dendroica coronata. 


reminded me of early spring days in lower 


haunts were 


655. Yellow-rumped Warbler, _ Common. 


cy 


Dwight, Summer Birds of 
Prince Edward island, 
Myrtte WarsBLER.— Common. Their 

latitudes. Their 

clumps of spruces and firs in partly cleared land. 


song 


favorite We., » 


Auk XX, Jan, 1893. v.15 


14. Dendroeca coronata. 


YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER. —A rather 


common summer resident. 


First seen May 29, 1882. 


Birds of Magdalen [slands. 
Dr. L.B.Bishop. 


50. Dendroica coronata. 


MyYrTLEe WARBLER.—Common summer resi- 
dent, nesting in the latter I 


part of June. 


Auk, V1. April, 1889. p.i4s 


nl) NW oO, 
Bull, N.0.0, 


Sap Drinking Habits of Warblers.'— So far as I can gather very 
little is known concerning the above matter, for in the nine or ten pages 
devoted to the food of these interesting little birds in the standard work 
on their life history, not a word is mentioned about it, and the only refer- 
ence I know of will be found in.the Biological Survey, Bulletin No. 39 
‘Woodpeckers in Relation to Trees and Wood Products’ 1911, p. 98, 
wherein the author, Mr. W. L. McAtee, speaking of some defensive meas- 
ures against sapsuckers recommends poisoning the sap, but adds the 
following warning note, viz.: “It should be noted here that hummingbirds 
and some other small birds, particularly warblers, will be killed by poison 
intended for sapsuckers.”” From this we may gather that the habit is not 
altogether unknown, but the majority of people, I think, are unaware of it, 
certainly I have been paying special attention to this family for the past 
few years, but have never noted it until the fall of last year (1916) and 
therefore think my experience may be worth recording. It was on Sep- 
tember 19, that whilst passing close to an old silver birch tree on the borders 
of a large wood, a Myrtle Warbler (Dendroica coronata) flew off one of 
the overhanging branches, which at the time naturally caused me no 
surprise, nor was I particularly interested, when returning some two 
hours later the same thing occurred again. However in the afternoon 
when covering the same ground the warbler again left the branch, as well 
as a Yellow-breasted Sapsucker (Sphyrapicus varius varius) the trunk, I 
must admit my curiosity was aroused, and I decided to secrete myself 
and await results. It was not long before both birds returned to the tree, 
the sapsucker to some holes in the trunk, and the warbler to some on the 
upper side of the branch which I had not noticed. Here he regaled him- 
self on the sap after the manner of his companion, and continued doing so 
for some considerable time, until I came out of hiding when both birds 
flew away. For the next two days I visited the spot on several occasion 
and every time the warbler was there, and usually the sapsucker as well 
but I never saw the former attempt to take the sap from the holes in the 
trunk, but only from those on the branch, where it was able to perch readily 
and drink at leisure, and no doubt eat any small flies or insects that may 
have got caught in the sap as well. The next case to come under my 
notice was that of an adult female Black-throated Blue Warbler (Dendrovca 
ceerulescens caerulescens) which on October 1 (the latest date as it so happens 
on which I have noticed it here) flew into the branches of a beach tree and 
commenced imbibing the sap from some old sapsucker holes. Whilst 
watching it I noticed another cluster of holes in the trunk, and it was not 
long before the bird on hovering wings after the manner of a hummingbird 
was abstracting the sap, and no doubt any insects from these also, thus 
differing in this respect from the Myrtle, which as already stated never once 
attempted the feat, although no doubt it was quite as competent to perform 
it as the other. It looks as though this habit may only be resorted to in 
the fall, when insects are scarce and late departing birds have some diffi- 
culty in making all ends meet— H. Mousiey, Hatley, Que. 


1 Read before the Nuttall Ornithological Club, May 21, 1917. 


Auk. Vol. xxx ty, OA. 9/7, 72-49 4-Y¥8S° 


Birds of N.H. coast of Labrador 
by Henry B. Bigelow. 


74. Dendroica coronata. MyrrLE WarsLer. — Rather common on 
the southern half of the coast. 


Auk, XIX, Jan., 1902, p.30. 


far Xl Land (Qurd. 
XK Jamu tf 07 A, $3-FY, 
248. Dendroica coronata. Myrrte Warpier.— Regular migrant, 


October 22; earliest spring 
i] 29 to May 22, and September 11 to ; 

oe April B10 (J. Hughes Samuel). I have never found this warbler 
common in spring but it is always abundant in the fall. 


EarLy ARRIVAL OF THE YELLOW-RUMP IN SOUTHERN Marne. —This 
morning — March 21, 1882—I found a solitary Yellow-rumped Warbler 
(Dendreca coronata) flitting about in a struggling growth of spruces, on 
Cape Elizabeth. His arrival is unprecedentedly early for this vicinity. 
The Yellow-rumps usually reach Portland in the last week of April, 
sometimes not until after May 1, and up to to-day I have never seen one 
before April 21, which was the date of their appearance in 1879. My 
little friend of this morning was probably only an accidental and tem- 
porary visitor. Snow still lies from two to three feet deep in the woods, 
and much blustering. wintry weather must be expected, before the earliest 
Warblers come to us in earnest. —NaTuHaN CLIFFORD Brown, Portland, 


Maine. 2.0 7, April, 1882, py VERGE . 
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with the seeds of the pitch 


January 1, 1885, 
blers (Dendreca coronata) from a flock of 


on opening the crop of one, I found it filled 
pine. 

been taken in the winter season 
Goopatr, Cambridge, Mass. 


Basics : Mons 
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Auk, 2, April, 1885, p, 2/6. 


The Yellow-rumped Warbler Wintering in Maine.—On January 1, 1885, 
I shot two Yellow-rumped Warblers (Dendraca coronata) from a flock of 
six at Pine point, Maine. On opening the crop of one, I found it filled 


With the seeds of the pitch pine. I believe this species has never before 


been taken in the winter season north of Massachusetts.—Josern L,. 


GoopaLe, Cambridge, Mass. ( Me. Auk CprA 'S85) 


<A 


Warsbening B ethord- Recrnfe ss ix Waeace. 


I think it is almost equally”certain that the Yellow-rumped Warblers 
were also wintering at Pine Point, Maine, as they do regularly at Milton, 
Mass. (only about ninety miles south), where I have found them every 
winter for a number of years.—ArtTHuR P. CHADBOURNE, Cambridge, 
Mass. | ] j eR ao : 
£ Gg. fa eth, Urth RATER, % dram Hfa 
-! ? 


Lewy .. Mletersachusttt-. 


But when Mr. Chadbourne comes to speak*of Yellow-rumps, he is, to 
say the least, forgetful of the laws which regulate the geographical distri- 
bution of birds. He believes it ‘almost equally certain that the Yellow- 
rumped Warblers were wintering at Pine Point, Maine,” because a ic 
do regularly at Milton, Mass., only about ninety miles south; > and 
because they winter also at other points in Massachusetts. He gives no 
other reasons. It is hardly necessary to discuss the cogency of those 
which he does produce: they are not in the nature of evidence.—NATHAN 


Cuirrorp Brown, Portland, Maine. AMM, 3, Jan, 1686, i. 6-137. 
\ 


~~ 


* duh Vol ppp. B50 - 391. 


Birds of Dead River Region, Me. F.H.C. 


| 22. Dendreca coronata,(Y¥ellow-rump Warbler). 
This well known species was found in all situa- 
tions of the northern portion of the counties; 
seeming to be about evenly distributed in both 
forests and clearings. In a birch, at the lower 
end of Beaver Bog on Hack Inlet, was found a 
nest of this species. lt was composed of fine 
grasses interwoven with a few feathers and flaxy 
shreds of some plant, with a lining of rabbit’s 
hair and feathers compactly pressed into shape. 
It contained on June 7th four fresh eggs, white 
-_-with a perceptible bluish tint, marked about the 
larger end with flecks of dark brown. Measure- 
ments are as follows: .70x.51, .70x.50, .69x.51, | 
67x49. 


O.&0O. XI. Sep. 1886. p. 129-/ 80. 


Winter Notes from Portland, Maine. — The exceptionally mild winter 
of 1888-89 was not without its effect on the birds about Portland. Daring 
the fall migration a great many of the Sparrows and Warblers prolonged 
their staya week or ten days, or even longer, beyond their usual date. 
A noteworthy case was that Dendroica coronata which remained until 


December 6. There appears to be no previous December record of this | 
ap ee! 


A t, 7 é \ 
species in Maine, though it has once been detected at Pine Point in Janu- | 
i | 


ary.* ).€. Brown, Prtlaned, 
* See Goodale, Auk, Vol. II, p. 16. 


Auk, V1. July, 1889, p, 240-287. 


Summer Birds Tim Pond Me. by F. H.C, 


Yellow-rumped Warbler, (Dendreca coronata). 
Not common. Secured a specimen, a male, in 
moulting plumage. 


0.&0, Ri. Feb.1886.p.25- 


Fali Birds of Northern Maine. 
F’. H. Carpenter, 


Myrtle Warbler (Dendroica coronata). Sev- 
eral smal] flocks seen, evidently journeying 


south. 


0.&0, XII. Nov. 1887 p.188 


655. Myrtle Warbler. Commoner than the 
| preceding species at Boothbay and _ else- 
where. 
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| O,aud0, 1, Nov, 1890. n,162 
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Myrtle Warblers Wintering in Maine.— Several years ago there was 
some comment in ‘The Auk’ with reference to a claim that Myrtle 
Warblers had been found wintering in this State. Under title of ‘The 
Yellow-rumped Warbler Wintering in Maine,’ Dr. Joseph L. Goodale 
reported the capture of two of these birds from a flock of six at Pine 
Point, Me., Jan. 1, 1885 (Auk, Vol. II, p. 216). Mr. Nathan Clifford 
Brown later expressed a doubt that these Pine Point birds tarried in 
Maine throughout the season, implying that it was a time of unusually 
severe cold (Auk, Vol. II, p. 307). 

I am now able to establish by reliable evidence the wintering in Maine 
the past winter of a flock of three to six Myrtle Warblers. The season, 
it should be remembered, was more severe than usual, the thermometer 
being near the zero mark morning after morning through January, when 
the birds were found. Jan. 10, 1904, I walked to Pond Cove, Cape Eliza- 
beth, the snow being about two feet deep and the day severely cold. 
There I saw several birds flying about the trees near the road, but I did 


not at that time succeed in fully identifying them, the snow being deep 
and I was not suitably dressed for wading. Jan. 17, 1904, equipped for 
any depth of snow, 1 went to the same locality for the purpose of 
ascertaining if possible what the birds were. They were found in the 
same general locality and identified fully as Myrtle Warblers. I saw 
three at that time. They were living in the edge of evergreen woods and 
were found feeding on a weedy slope a hundred feet from the shore of 
Casco Bay. The principal growth here was the bayberry or wax myrtle, 
and the birds were observed feeding in these bushes. Jan. 24, 1904, I 
took with me to the place J. F. Fanning, Esq., and J. W. Leathers, Esq., 
of Portland, both members of the Maine Ornithological Society and both 
experienced observers. The identity of the Myrtle Warblers was fully 
confirmed by them. Three and perhaps four of the birds were seen at 
this time. Jan. 31, 1904, I took with me Mr. Leathers and Mr. Arthur H. 
Norton, of Westbrook, the latter the leading ornithologist of this locality, 
whose contributions to ‘The Auk’ are familiar to all its readers. The 
birds were again fully identified and it was made almost certain that 
there were four in the flock. Feb. 7, 1904, I again visited the place and 
found the birds still there, but could not count more than three. Feb. 
14, 1904, in company with Mr. Fanning and Mr. Leathers, I saw one 
Myrtle Warbler at Cumberland, fully ten miles from Pond Cove. This 
one was near a large growth of wax myrtle bushes. I did not visit Pond 
Cove again until Feb. 28, 1904, At this time it was raining and no 
Myrtle Warblers were seen. March 6, 1904, I was again at Pond Cove 
but saw no warblers. March 13, 1904, Mr. Fanning, Mr. Leathers and I 
visited Pond Cove and found the Myrtle Warblers in the same place as 
on previous visits. This time six of them were seen in the air at the 
same time, as they flew up from the wax myrtle bushes at our approach, 
and were again identified beyond a doubt by all three of us. 

Two Robins wintered in this same locality, being seen on four or five 
visits through January to March. A Song Sparrow was also seen here in 
January and one on March 13. All these birds apparently found plenty 
of food during the very cold weather and all thrived on the. fare they 


secured from the sunny slope on which a spent the greater part of the 


time. Wy AsO rarer, (40t( an) We + Budd, Xt, Hy. lot, F88-9, 


Myrtle Warbler at Cape Elizabeth, Maine, in January, 1905.— In ‘The 
Auk’ for July, 1904, I gave data of the Myrtle Warbler (Dexdrotca coro- 
nuta) wintering at Cape Elizabeth. During the past winter I watched the 
place closely to see if the birds would winter there again. A flock of six, 
at least, was seen there on Christmas day, 1904, but no more were ob- 
served until January 15, 1905, when two were seen in the same locality, 
about halt a mile from where the birds lived in the winter of 1904-1905. 
January 29, two Myrtle Warblers were seen in the same field. After that 
the place was visited on several occasions, but not a warbler was seen 
during February. A Northern Shrike, however, made a stopping place 
there, and it may be that he had something to do with the absence of 
the warblers. April 16, one Myrtle Warbler was seen, in full breeding 
plumage, only two hundred yards from the locality, and I am inclined to 
think it was one which had wintered there, as not a single individual of 
the species had been seen in migration up to that date, and it was ten 
days or more before migrant Myrtle Warblers began to make their ap- 
pearance.— W. y BRowNson, SR fond Mowe, as 
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Summer Birds ef Presidential Range, 
White Mts. A.P,Ohadbourne 


31. Dendroica coronata. YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER.—Is common 
through the country at the base of the mountain, and specimens were seen 
at an altitude of 4240 feet in Tuckerman’s Ravine on July 6, 1886. 

It seems about equally plenty from the base to the tree limit, but the few 
found on the low matted spruces higher up may have been only stragglers 
in search of food. 


uk, 4, April 1887. p.10¢ 


Birds Obavd. near Holderness, N.H 


So 


June 4-12, 85, and4-11, °86,W.Faxon 


50. Dendroica coronata. YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER. — Rare. 
seen. i 


Auk, V. April, 1888. p.150 


Bas. Obs. at Franconia and Bethlehem 
N.H. July - Auguat, 1874. J,A.Allen 


Dendroica coronata. Occasionally seen. 


Auk, V- April, 1885. p.154 


Bds. Obs. in Franconi 
E zs a, N.H. J - 
86, and June4- Aug. 1,’87, i 


61. Dendroica coronata. 


YELLOW-R 
ne , > -RUMPED W 
especially at the higher levels : ii te eas 


Auk, V. April, 1888, P.163 


y 


Bir¢s Obs. at Bridgewater, N.I. 
July 1a-Sept. 4. i383. F.H.Allen 


Dendroica coronata.—A few young seen Aug. 16. 


Auk, Vi, Jan., 1889.p.'77 
Birds Obs. at Monultonboro, N.H. 
yuly 2:-Aug. li, 1883. F.H. Allen 


Dendroica coronata.—A few on Ossipee Mt. 


Auk, VI.Jan., 1889.p.'78 


Dendreeca coronata in Southern New Hampshire in Summer.—On June 
25, 1883, I shot an adult male of this bird in Hollis, N. H. 
company with several broods of D. virens, etc. — 
ington, D. C. 


It was in 
WiLLiaM H. Fox, Wash- 


Auk, I, April, 1884, p. /92 . 
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lis pure Taftartle, Ut. by b.@ trace, 

: “Yellow-rump Warblers, 
(Dendreca coronata,) were also uncommonly abun- 
dant from Oct. 7th to 16th. A little snow on the | 

“morning of the 16th, caused large numbers of 
~ them to seek shelter about the buildings, | 


Q.&0. X,Jan.1885.p./0 


61. Dendroica coronata. Myrri& WARBLER. — Quite common in the 
stunted spruces at the summit, but not observed elsewhere. 
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Auk, XIV, July, 1897, p. 326. 
Bad hRotes frown rcthachusedls, 


Dendroica coronata. — On the 29th of July, 1896, a single bird was seen 
in an orchard at Mt. Wachusett, Mass. It was éngaged in catching flies’ 
‘and other insects, and several times uttered its characteristic ¢chuck and 
‘wheest. ‘he occurrence of this species at this date seems noteworthy as 


\being several weeks earlier than the usual appearance of the bird in this 
xegion. 


Glover In. Coklenr, hevtion Wars, 


Micbtng ce peep 
PITS oe oe a Be fbrk, ban 


| 
| 


| 
1) 
1| 


. 
x 


ny 2) 


fax 


|Z. ry aap 


i 
it 


bo) wt 


eS 


day, 25 
i 


A, Falk Moayverh 2— 


hi 


X& 


= itis es. 
| Pie Cnmda Fh (fa Ms. am 
Nhe) td. Mass. Dec 


dncditiren Chtinakea gS 
ihe HEEBEE. 


| is hes Meg seeee 
a ea 


Qe. 1 heMborvorrns elt ha Pie mS LS canes 
pea ees taal” Mite. May Yel heafirroniy 
fe ee hae Erne ef erny ase Be 
ted art sates ae eae 


Y 


x) ote. arar en CEoLond CL 
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June 25-30, i889. 


ere —_ 


Mi Wapaee === A single male singing in (Mer pasture 


interspersed With young spruces at the western base of the mountal's 
aA TF % 


tle 
LHASA 
another on the edge of spruce Woods near the summit and the-rerost 


in thickets of young spruces in the pastures on the east side of 


4+he mountain at the elevation of about TOOO feet. The latter bird 


had a mate which we saw on several occasions, when she acted as if 


she had a nest of young in the vicinity. 


Mass. (near Concord). |887 


1887 
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Ke ntlte foie weeds Oifmdly rere Male 


Mass. (near Cambridge) . 
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Birds Known to Pass Breecing Season 
nr, Winchendon, Mass. Wim. Brewster 


D inclrorea 


63. oh coronata. 


‘Auk, V, Oct,, 1888. p.389 


Notes on Birds of Winchendon, Mass. 
William Brewster. 


Dendroica coronata.—Rather common but nowhere very numerous. 
Found chiefly in groves of white pines on high ground but also, to some 
extent, in the spruce swamps. Although we failed to find any nests there 
can be no doubt whatever that the birds seen were breeding. 


Auk, V, Oct,, 1888. p. 391 


General Notes, 


ib cea — of Central Berkshire 
ountry,Mass. KremreteiivdeHes, Ralph Ho; 
. of Sma 


21. Dendroica coronata. Myrrie WARBLER. — One in Becket, two in 
Stockbridge, in white pine woods. 


Auk XII. Jan. 1895 p. 89 
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Mr. Townsend also saw as late as the first of January small 
flocks of the Yellow-rumped Warbler (Dendreca coronata), in the 
oodemaoat the shore, at Magnolia, Mass. This bird has been 
known to linger as late as the early part of December on Cape 
Cod, but never so far north of the Cape. 

These instances all point to the probability that many of our 
autumn visitors took advantage of the season to prolong their stay 
beyond their usual custom. 


Bull, N,O,0, 3, April, 137 8, Pp. 76 . 


Tuk YELLOW-RUMPED WarBLer (Dendreca coronata) WINTERING 
iv Swampscort, Mass. — During the: last three years I have been in 
the habit of finding these birds in December. But this year I have quite 
frequently seen flocks of from five to forty birds flying about among the 
bushes and junipers. I have taken specimens this winter on December 
14, 1878, February 1, and February 8, 1879. Their occurrence here this 
winter cannot be due to favorable weather, since the winter has been 
severe, and for at least three weeks before the last capture the ground 
was covered with snow. Cape Cod, as given in Mr. Allen’s “List of the 
Birds of Massachusetts,” is the most northern locality in which this bird 
has previously been known to winter, though most recent lists suggest the 
probability of the Yellow-rumps spending the winter with us.—J. A. 
Jerrriss, Boston, Mass. Bull, N,O.O. 4, April, 1879p. // 8, 


: : F + o_noy, Mass. 
Fail Migration, Brista!l Co_nty, Birdeic® bes Yr 7. 
. 7} 5 % dros. irds of Bristo] County, Mass. 
le tate sel F.W.Andros. 
Och. 10;-The Yellow-rumped 
aay ; i Warbler 
Warblers arrived ina body to day, over a hundred | Dendroica coronata (Linn.), nee oe ; | 
being seen in a short walk. Migrant, common. Often seen in : 


0,&0, XII. Sept. 1887 p.ja44 
0.&0, XI, Jan.1886. p.2 * to 
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Bds. Obs. near Graylock Mt i 
- tL. Berkghir 
Co, Mass. June 28~- July 16, W Fasoc 


54 Dendroica coronata. YELLOow-rumpEp WARBLER.—Not rare in the 
black spruces on Graylock from about 2800 feet to summit. One with a 
quick ear for the song might count on finding three or four specimens dur- 
ing a day spent on the mountain. I believe the only other record of this 
bird in Massachusetts during the breeding period is Winchendon, Wor- 
cester County (Brewster, Avs, V, 391, Oct., 1888). 


Auk, V1. April, 1889, p.103 


| The flight of Yellow-turhp Warblers passed | 
here in February. W. P. Hadley, Arlington, 
| Mass. | 


0.& O, Vol.17, April 1892 p, 62 
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Deudrvica cornet. 


Yellow=rumps ¢ 


Arlington, Mass, 


There is a little flock of Yellow-rumps in precisely the same 
place in Arlington as in previous winters, This seems to me pretty 
good evidence that birds tend to regular, fixed winter, as well as 
summer, quarters. 


Walter Paxon (letter December 4, I89I). 


‘Winter Birdsin South-eastern Mass. 
Harry G. Vehite 


13. The Yellow-rumped Warbler. This bird 
jis a regular migrant and winter resident in 
{eastern Massachusetts, sometimes being 
abundant at that season. Usually it is most 
jnumerous late in the fall and gradually 
| becomes less plenty as the season advances, 
| and is frequently wanting just previous to the 
| commencement of the spring migration. It 
| arrives from the North earlier in the season, 
| in Bristol County than on |Cape Cod, and also 
| disperses earlier there, than to the eastward. 
| The following table shows the numbers 
| recorded monthly, from September to Febru- 
| ary, inclusive, at Taunton, Wood’s Holl and 
| Highland Light: 


| Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Total. 
| Taunton, 51 546 28 19 23 x 639 
| Wood’sHoll, 0 311 12637 0 0 474 
|| No. Truro, 0 338 181 56 67 475 
| 
| From this data it would seem that the 
| migration was well under way at Taunton 
| some time before it was at all apparent at the 
| two other ‘stations, but the height of the 
| season was very nearly the same at each,’ 
although the greatest number were seen at the 
|| first named station. After the main body of 
|| Warblers had passed, the numbers decreased 
|through the months of November and 
|| December, to a minimum which may be con- 
|| sidered to represent the number of birds which 
would remain as winter residents. This num- 
|| ber of winter birds gradually wasted away on 
|| the Wood’s Holl ground, and from experiences 
| of former years, I mistrust that a similar 
reduction occurred at Taunton, although the 
|| absence of notes for February, leaves us uncer- 
‘| tain of the real state of things. It will also be 
|| observed that when the minimum at Highland 
|| Light was reached in December, a decided 
i change took place, and the numbers of Yellow- 
‘rumps rapidly and steadily increased through 
the remaining winter months. 


0.& O.Vol.17, June,1892 p.85 


; Jan. Ist, 83, Yellow Rump 


“Warblers quite common among the cedars ; 
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Notes on Some Winter Residents of 
Hudson Valley. EH, A.Mearns. 


6. Dendroeca coronata. YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER. — The Yel- 
low-rumps generally stay with us in autumn till November; a few remain- 


ing among the cedars, in sunny places, till the early part of the following 
month, after which all depart to a more genial climate farther south. But 
during the past winter (1877-78) they remained in considerable num- 
bers throughout that section of the Hudson Valley known as the High- 
lands. Their food consists mainly of the berries of the red cedar, The 
following notes are extracted from my journal : “ November 26,1877. Still 
abundant, flying about uttering a loud chip, and feeding on the berries of 
the red cedar. December 19. Yellow-rumps still here; have been stead- 
ily abundant up to this time. January 8, 1878. Still present; weather 
intensely cold; ground covered with snow. January 18. Quite numer- 
ous. They are flying about in the orchards, and inhabit bushy places 
near the river, or among the cedars. They seem to be. quite contented so 
long as the ground is bare; but after a long snow-storm they are seen 
‘flying restlessly about, seeking with great alacrity any bare spot of ground. 
Numbers were seen during the last storm about the woodpile, in company 
with Parus atricapillus. February 12. Very numerous among the cedars 
and all along the way; feeding on cedar berries, in company with the 
Robins; just beginning to acquire the summer plumage, as are also the 
Yellow-Birds (Chrysomitris tristis). This change, as in the Yellow-Birds, 
is confined, at this season, to a few feathers of the rump and crown. 
March 8. One small flock seen; still in winter plumage. March 18. 
Numerous at Rhinebeck, Duchess Co., N. Y. April 3. Several seen. 
One that I shot was in the midst of the spring moult; the new feathers 
being those of the nuptial dress.” 

From the above notes it will be seen that the Yellow-rumps were steadily 
present in considerable numbers throughout the past winter. They were 
always gentle and familiar; uttered a sprightly chip, —the solitary ex- 
pression of their various emotions, — and were very agreeable winter com- 
panions. Later in the spring they favor us with a very pleasant little 
sone. 


Bull. N.O.0, 4,Jan., 1879, p.35 


Birds observed in Naval Hospital 
Grounds, Brooklyn, G.H,Couea 


28. Dendroeca coronata. YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER, — Conimon. 


Bull, N,O,0, 4,Jan:, 1879, p,32 


Spring-1886, 


' io-y Birds : 
Arrivais of Mig’y Birds, G. Paine, Jr. 


Central Park,N.Y. City 


April 20. Dendroica coronata, (655). Myrtle 
Warbler. 


O.&0O, XI, July.1686. p. i09 
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Dendroica coronata also feeds upon them* and last winter, when the ber- 
ries were abundant, this species was seen by him throughout the whole 
season independent of the weather, while this year none were to be 
found, and on examining the locality frequented last year by the birds he 
noticed that the crop of berries was small and the berries themselves bad. 
From this he was led to infer that the past unusually wet season may have 
rotted the seeds of the weeds upon which winter birds largely feed, and 
that this would account for their scarcity now. 


* Parag berrces 


18829, p, (79. 


Birds ofthe Adirondack Region, 
©.H, Merriam, 


26. Dendroeca coronata (Linn.) Gray. Y®LLOW-RUMPED WARBLER. 
—This is the commonest of the Warblers in the Adirondacks. and breeds 


plentifully throughout the region. 


Ball. N,O.0, 6,O0ct, 1881, p, 227 


Some Birds of Lewis Co, N.Y, 
C. Hart Merriam 


Inthe Enel (Adlinomdaeh) rey err 
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Bull. N,O.0, 3, April, 1878. p.53 
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Yellow-rumped Warbler. Tolerably common. 


Alvitism and Melanism in North 
American Birds, Ruthven Deane, 


D. coronata has been taken in partial state, 


Bull, N.O,0, 1, April, 1876, p. 27 
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Nesting of the Yellow-rump Warbler. 


BY WILLIAM L. KELLS, ONTARIO, CANADA, 


This species, (Dendreca coronati), is but rarely 
observed in this section of the country, though 
owing to its peculiar habitat, and comparative 
silence, it may be more common than I am now 
aware, It is well known to every field ornitholo- 
gist that each of the species of Warblers have 
their peculiar haunts, and but few of them inter- 
mingle in the same society, and when they meet 
they evince a jealous rivalry that soon causes 
each to understand that there can be no love be- 
tween them, and that their ways are not in 
harmony. Sometimes, however, ina small circle, | 
a number of species may be heard intermingling 
their joyous songs together. In the same thick 
underwood may be found the nests of the Red- 
start, (Setophaga ruticilla), and the Chestnut-sided 
Warbler, (Dendraca pennsylvanica), but that of 
the former is always more elevated than the 

latter and generally deeper in the wood. So in ; 
| the same swampy woodland the Yellow-rump 

and Bay-breasted Warblers, (Dendrwea castaned), 

meet on common ground; but while the latter 

glean and warble high among the foliage, the 

former confine their haymts near to the ground, 

where they may meet in society the Black-and- 

White Creeper, (Mniotilta varia), and other mem- 

bers of the same family; and as with the birds 


themselves, so with their nesting places. I have 
seen but few nests of the Yellowrump Warbler, 
and but one with eggs. On the 8th of June, 
1882, I discovered, for the first time, the nest of 
this species. It was in a low black-ash timbered 
wood, where there was an intermingling of low 
balsam and cedars, and near where I had taken 
a nest of a Bay-breasted Warbler the season be- 
fore, and of whose nest I was now in search, 
when I espied in a low balsam about four feet 
from the ground, a nest much like in material, 
form and position, that of a Chipping Sparrow, 
(Spizell. domestica). The bird was seated on the 
nest, but flew off when 1 was within a few feet, 
and froma position near by anxiously watched 
my movements, at the same time moving uneasily 
and uttering a few “chip”-like notes. I also care- 
fully noted her plumage, and became certain of 
her identity as a Yellow-rump Warbler. The 
nest contained four fresh eggs, which T took, and 
they have since been in my collection, It iscom- 
posed of small stalks of dry weeds, rootlets and 
hair. The eggs are clear white, mottled on the 


large end with spots and blotches of light brown. - 


In size, form and color they much resemble the 
eggs of the common Yellow Warbler, (Dendrweca 
wstiva), while the nest can scarcely be distin- 
guished from that of a Chipping Sparrow. Lalso 
gaw near by an old nest of the previous year, but 


Py: eee plage WARBLER (Dendreca coronata) BREEDING IN 
JASTERN LARYLAND. — During the latter days of June, 1879, while tem- 
porarily stationed at Havre de Grace, Md., in the interests of the United 
States Fish Commission, I discovered a family of Dendreca coron : 
breeding, The locality was on the banks of the river, a short diene Mes 
of town, in a clump of low cedars. The female had apparently had the 
right humerus fractured, as the wing, when closed, fered of | s cone 
the body, pointed upward. She could only make short fichts at. a ‘tim 
and when pursued always made her way by flitting and hopping to ie 
tops of the small trees before renewing ber flight. I nearly coieht her 
with my hand several times. Tt is very probable that it was oe Genet 
of the crippled condition of the female that the birds had chosen # ys 
ern a locality for nidification. The male appeared to be all right, b ‘ 
acted rather indifferent regarding the fate of his family. ce 
T saw three of the young about half grown, but I failed to ¢ 
I should never have supposed the young to have been D. coro? 
not 80 unmistakably identified the parents. My visit #0: the localit; 
early in the morning, and, being without a gun, I returned a fot 
with the intention of revisiting the place and securing the ee he 
family in the evening; but before that time I received orders to ata 
and could not again revisit the locality. The female was eae 


seen and identified, at the same spot, by a friend, under somewhat simila 
circumstances, he also failing to procure either the : 
— Lupwie Kumurrn. Bull, N,O,.0, 5, July 


atch them. 
rata, had I 


young or the parents. 
21880, b, /¥2-/8S 


ince failed to find any nest in that place. 
have since fale" 6&0, Ki, July.1886. p. /02. 


85. Linnean Soctety. Ibid., XIV, p. 184.—Report of a meeting held 
March 6, 1880, containing abstracts of papers read. relating in part to 
birds, and including notes on the breeding habits of Dendreca coronata, 


D. striata, and D. maculosa, and of excentricities in the nesting of 
Sayornts fuscus. : rw Re Shree 
Yellow Rump Warbler. By A. Vall, Tbid.,.p. 32.— Shot Jan. 


706. : 
0, & O. Vol, VEE J 


13, 1883, in Northern Ohio. 


Dendroica coronata Feeding upon Oranges. — While at Enterprise, 
Florida, last February, I twice saw Yellow-rumped Warblers eating the 
pulp of sweet oranges. In the first instance the orange was one that had 
fallen from a cart into the street and had afterwards been crushed so that 
the pulp was exposed. The little bird tugged at it with all its strength 
and seemed to have much difficulty in separating pieces small enough to 
swallow. Some of these were fully an inch long and as large around as a 
lead pencil. In the second instance the orange had merely cracked open 
by falling from the tree to the ground beneath. During the entire month 
of February the orange groves in the vicinity of Enterprise were frequented 
by larger numbers of these Warblers than I found in other places, and I 
have little doubt that the fallen oranges formed the chief attraction, — 


WiLLiaM BrewsTER, Cambridge, Mass. Auk, Vi. July, 1889, Pp. 277. 


Dendroica coronata. YrLLOW-RUMPED WARBLER. 


1 have seen Yellow-rumped Warblers eating oranges as men- 
tioned by Mr. Brewster in ‘The Auk’ (July, 1889). When Winter Food of Birds in the Sox 
observed in the act they were feeding on fallen fruit that had been | 0.8. Brimley, Raleigh, N.O i 
broken open, but, as they also frequented the trees, possibly they 
extracted pulp through holes made by the Red-bellied Wood- 
pecker. From January 12 to February 8, 1888, this species was 
extremely abundant all over the region about Sanford. Hum- 
mock, bay, pine land, and flat woods swarmed with them, and 
they also frequented the town, and even entered houses. 


Yellowrumps, 

oak berries up to 
jin January 
to form it, 


(Dendreca coronata). Poison 
about December, Poplar seeds 
and weed seeds a little later, seemed 
$ Staple diet this year, though it 
Seems quite fond of insects and even in the 


depth of winter manages to do some flycatch- 
ing. 
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gag 0.&0, XII, July 1987 p. soy 
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The Yellow Rump Warbler, nearly al- 
ways a common winter resident, feeds 4 
jon a number of different seeds 
barberries and birch 
sively, 


Yuttow Rump Warsier.—Shot, Jan. 12, 
ae 1883, a specimen of “ D. coronata” in or- 
and eats 77€/ 7 OLA IG IL chard. Thermometer at zero, ground coy- 
buds quite exten. F/4F- &/ ered with snow. On examination I found 
the bird to be fat and healthy. Crop and 


Yertow rump Wareier. On the 15th 
of May last, I winged a Yellow-rump 
Warbler (Dendraca coronuta L.) and, as 
it was very slightly wounded, I put it in 
a cage, in order to try whether it would 


stomach contained berries from the Red 
Cedar. Have been a close observer of birds 
for the last ten years and I think this is 
the first record of its occurrence in Winter 
| in Northern Ohio.—A. Hail, E. Rockport. 


live in captivity. As soon as it got used 0.&0. Vill. Apr. 1883. p.2/ 
to the cage, it seemed quite contented, 
hopping incessantly from perch to perch, 
and uttering at the same time a harsh, 
monotonous “tweet.” I offered it every 
| kind of food, but the only things it would 
eat were hard boiled eggs and cooked beef, 
| chopped up fine, of both of which, espe- 
cially the yolk of the eggs, it was very 
_fond. It also ate a little canary seed, but 
it did not seem to like it, and swallowed it 
| shell and all. It lived in this way—seem- 
ingly in perfect health, and with its wing 
healing fast—for two weeks, when one 
morning I observed it sitting on its perch 
looking dull and stupid. and every now 
and then giving a spasmodic shiver. I 
took it out of the cage aud held it near a 
fire for some minutes, when it seemed 
completely restored. That evening, how- 
ever, I noticed it put its head under its 
wing much earlier than usual, and the next 
morning I found it on the bottom of its 
cage, dead.— W. L. Scott, Ottawa, Canada. 
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AvupUBON’s WARBLER IN MASSACHUSETTS. — While collecting in the 
neighborhood of Cambridge, Mass., November 15, 1876, I was fortunate 
‘enough to obtain a fine specimen of Audubon’s Warbler (Dendraca audu- 
boni). It was a male, and the yellow of the throat was very plainly 
marked. Dr. Coues, in his “ Birds of the Northwest,” gives Laramie Peak 
as about the eastern limit of this species. Its occurrence here must, of 
course, be regarded as entirely accidental. — A. M. Frazar. 
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Connecticut Notes. — On May 6, 1893, while collecting in a small patch 
of woods on the outskirts of this city IT shot an Audubon’s Warbler from a 
flock of Yellow-rumps. The bird is a male in very high plumage, the 
yellow throat being conspicuous and the chest pure black. On May 8 I 
again visited the woods, and after shooting several Yellow-rumps, I 
procured another Audubon’s. this time a female in dull plumage but with 
the throat very plainly yellow. 

On the same day I procured an adult male Lawrence’s Warbler, and on 
May 22 an adult male Brewster’s Warbler. 

May 31 I noticed a Lawrence’s Warbler which I thought was breeding. 
On June 5 Lagain noticed the bird and shot it, and, after hunting some 
time, I finally flushed the female from her nest which, unfortunately,} 
contained six young birds. I had a very good chance to examine her as 
she was constantly within six or eight feet from me. The nest was in 
all respects precisely like that of the Blue-winged Warbler. The young 
birds were well feathered out, and several of them showed traces of black 
on the throat. —A. H. VerrItL, Mew Haven, Conn. 


1 The really unfortunate part of the affair seems to have been not that the writer was 
disappointed in his hopes of a set of eggs, but that he failed to capture and rear the 
young and to secure the female, — that he threw away a rare opportunity of casting 
much light on the status of this doubtful species. — EDs. 
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Albinism and Melanism in North 
American Birds, Ruthven Dione, 


Mr. Charles E. Aiken of Colorado Springs has kindly presented me 
with a specimen of Audubon’s Warbler which he collected at Camp 
Apache, Arizona, September 23, 1876, with albinism represented by 
a distinct white ring around the neck; the feathers being only 
tipped with white. Under date of the 25th of July, 1878, Mr. 
Charles A. Allen of Nicasio, Cal., writes me: “(I had a fine specimen 
of Audubon’s Warbler that I shot in the Sierras this spring. It 
was a male, and had a white collar extending around the back of 
the neck and on each side of the neck and shoulders, meeting in 
a large white patch on each side; otherwise the bird was in its 
ordinary plumage.” It is a little odd that two specimens of the 
species should have been taken showing the freaks of albinism in 
such a similar way. 
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Dendreeca auduboni (Towns.) Baird.—Breeding rather abundantly 
in the Big Horn Mountains but only one nest wasfound. Several descrip- 
tions of the eggs of the Western Yellow-rump have recently appeared, 
and its breeding habits are now fairly well known. My nest was found 
on the 17th of June in a young pine tree growing on the top of a ridge at 
the edge of a deep cation, at an elevation of 6,500 feet. It was about seven 
feet from the ground and placed against the main trunk, supported by and 
partly saddled upon two twigs. It is large for the size of the bird, 
measuring 4X4 inches: internally 15X14. Externally it is composed 
of many small twigs and fine strips of bark; within this is a thick wall 
of well matted strips of a weed and of bark and pine needles. The inner 
lining consists of fine fibrous roots and hairs, with a feather or two. 
The most curious feature of the nest is a circle of feathers of Richardson’s 
Grouse attached to the rim for nearly the entire circumference, a small 
bare space being left which was apparently used by the bird on entering. 
These feathers are fastened to the rim by the larger ends and are directed 
upwards and inwards forming a sort of canopy which completely hid the 
female while sitting. The appearance is very peculiar and quite unlike 
anything I have seen, for this use of the feathers is evidently intentional 
and is very different from what is seen in nests with a lining of loose 
feathers in which the bird sinks nearly out of sight. One egg was broken; 
the other four, far advanced in incubation, average .68X.53. The ground 
color is a decidedly greenish-white, sparingly marked over the entire 
surface with small spots and dots of black, brown, and lavender, the latter 
predominating, and form an irregular wreath around the larger end. 
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12. Dendreeca auduboni. AupuBon’s WARBLER. — Not very com- 
mon. ‘Two females, taken the 15th of June, showed signs of incubating, 
and the plumage was much worn. On the 25th of June I took a nest con- 
taining four eggs nearly ready to hatch. The nest is a rather bulky strue- 
ture, composed of twigs of sage-brush and fine grass, and is lined with soft 
hair and large feathers. In general shape it is flat and rather shallow, as 
the following dimensions show: Diameter outside, four inches; diameter 
inside, three inches; depth, two and a half inches outside and two inches 
inside. It was situated on the outer twigs of a large pine-tree, five feet 
from the ground. It contains four egos, of a light greenish tint, with a 
circle of dark brown spots at the larger end. They are quite sharply 
pointed, and of the following dimensions: .76 x .55,.72x.58. I give the 
dimensions of only two, as the others were too badly broken to yield accu- 
rate measurements. The nest was not fastened in any crotch, but simply 
laid on a bunch of pine leaves, and was sheltered by another bunch di- 
rectly above it. On the 29th of June I found a second nest containing 
four young a day or two old. This one was situated in the topmost 
branches of a small fir-tree, about twenty-five feet from the ground. The 
nest is essentially the same in structure as the one above described. On 
July 9 I took young which had just left the nest. : 
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Nesting of Audubon’s Warbler. 


BY WM. G. SMITH, LOVELAND, COLORADO. 


On July Ist I discovered the nest and four 
jeggs of Audubon’s Warbler, (Dendroica audu- 
\bont) in Estes Park, Larimer County. It is at 
jabout 8000 feet elevation. I have never seen 
jany record of its breeding so far south, so I 
ithought it would interest some of the readers 

of the O. & O. to give a brief description of it. 

The nest was placed in a water birch tree 

Inear the river, about eight feet from ground, 

and was composed of grass and small stems of 

jsage brush, well lined with horse hair and 

‘feathers of the domestic fowl. Outside diame- 

iter of nest about four inches, inside one and 

one-third inches, and one and one-half inches 

deep. The eggs measure on an average 18-32 

x 23-32 inches, and the ground color is light 

blue, dotted thickly around near the middle, 
but a little toward the larger end, with dark 
brown and purple spots and dashes. he} 
whole of the remainder is covered sparingly | 
with small spots of same color. ‘The eggs | 
were quite fresh. The female was quite re- 
luctant to leave the nest, so I went to camp 
which was but a few yards away and got my 
gun and when I returned she had again taken 
possession. I then reluctantly shot her to 
leave no doubts as to the identification of the 


egg 
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